
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
COUNTY OF KENDALL 

ORDINANCE 97-fl.. 
Approving amendments to the Building and Zoning Codes 

AGRICULTURAL EXEMPTIONS 

Zoning File 
#9602 

WHEREAS, the Kendall County Building and Zoning Ordinances regulate the use, 
location, and other standards for agriculture and related land uses and structures; and 

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois grants limited exemptions for limited agricultural uses 
from local building and zoning regulation; and 

WHEREAS, there have been court rulings in the State of Illinois that have refined the 
definition of these agricultural exemptions; and 

WHEREAS, itis desirable to update building and zoning regulations to reflect current 
state statutes and court rulings; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board initiated proposed amendments to the Building and 
Zoning Ordinances regarding agricultural exemptions; and 

WHEREAS, all administrative procedures required by the Kendall County Zoning 
Ordinance for text amendments were followed including review by the Regional Planning 
Commission, notice and public hearing by the Zoning Board of Appeals, finding of fact and 
recommendation by the Zoning Board of Appeals; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board finds that these text amendments serve the intent and 
purpose of the Kendall County Building and Zoning Ordinances and is in the best interests of the 
agricultural sector and all other sectors of the County. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the County Board hereby grants approval 
of the following Building and Zoning Ordinances text amendments as shown-in Exhibit 1 
attached hereto this ordinance. 

IN WITNESS OF, this ordinance has been enacted on March 18, 1997 and is effective 

diately for all development applications received afte'. ~ 8~ 

~.~-~~ 
ohn A. Church Paul Anderson 

Kendall County Board Chairman Kendall County Clerk 

agriord/scm 
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[The format below is used to describe the text amendments.] 
[~ = existing ordinance language to be removed] 
[xyz = new ordinance language to be added] 

(BUILDING ORDINANCE) 

Page 
23 

Section 
8 

Text 
AGRICULTURE and FARM RESIDENCE EXEMPTIONS 
A. All uses defined as 'agriculture' and 'farm residence' in the Kendall 
County Zoning Ordinance and located on zoning lots of 5 acres and 
larger shall not be required to conform to the standards of the Kendall 
County Building Ordinance nor shall they be required to pay any 
building fees. 

B. Owners of exempt 'agriculture' and 'farm residence' to be 
constructed may chose to voluntarily conform to the Kendall County 
Building Ordinance including plan submittal, inspections, certificate of 
occupancy, payment of fees, and all other procedures otherwise 
required of non-exempt construction. 

(ZONING ORDINANCE) 

3-2 3.02 

3-9 

AGRICULTURE. Land, or land and stmetlffes, the prifleiple 
t¾Ses ef ·.vhich are the gro1+11H1:g ef farm er track gardee. craps, dairying, 
J)&stlffage kortieultlire, florieultufe, Yitieul-ture and ammal &Bti poultry 
h-usbancky, and aceessery uses customarily ineidemal to agrieultural 
acti>lities, including the form buildings, but not th.e thvelling. 
Cultivating the ground, including the harvesting of crops, and rearing 
and management of livestock: tillage; husbandry; far-ming. In a broader 
sense, the science and art of the production of plants and animals useful 
to man, including to a variable extent, the preparation of these products 
for man's use. It includes grain storage, horse stables, kennels, 
nurseries, and the like. 

FARM RESIDENCE. A residence or dwelling with a head of 
household whose primary occupation is agricultural activities on the 
same zoning lot. 
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7-3 7.00A2 

7-6 7.00G 

4-14 4.18 

4-8 4.08B3b3 

7-3 7.00B 
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d. A farm residence shall be permitted on a zoning lot 5 acres or larger. 

BUILDING PERMITS, CODES, AND FEES 
+.-All--euildmgs--aad structures used f01'-agri~all--be­

~empt from f@es. 
2. All aon agricultmal and residential use buikimgs-~ 

subject to building permits, codes and f@es. 

EXEMPTIONS 
I. Agriculture uses and structures and farm residences on zoning lots 5 

acres and larger shall be permitted in all districts and shall not be 
required to conform to the provisions in the Zoning Ordinance nor pay 
zoning fees except they shall conform to the zoning certificate 
requirements and the setback requirements for each district and the 
following setbacks. 

A. Horse stables-100'/rom lots zoned residential, commercial 
B. Kennels- 300'/rom lots zoned residential 
C Other animal shelters-400'/rom lots zoned residential and 

commercial 

Whose primary employment is agricultural activities on the same lot. If 
the mobile home is on a zoning lot of 5 acres or larger than it is exempt 
from all zoning regulations and fees except the setback standards of the 
district shall still apply. 

SPECIAL USES 
1. Agrieulmr-al sales, storage, end service of agriewturally oriemed 

promwts. Sales and service of agricultural equipment and 
related supplies. 

3. Ammal f@ed storage, preparation, griRdiRg, mixiag; vlholesale and 
~ (Deleted) 

10. Commereial feeding offish, pm:1:ltry, lh1esteok. (Deleted) 

11. Commei:cial or private dog kenaels provided taat the¥ are located not 
less than 300' from residential lot lioos. (Deleted) 

15. Fw beariag animal fiu:ms. (Deleted) 
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7-6 7.00D 
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EXHIBIT 1: AGRICULTURAL EXEMPTIONS Page 3 

16. GFain ele:i.'ators and storage. (Deleted) 

17. Nurseries and greenhouses, wool0sal0 and retail, provided that all 
plants are grown on the premises. and that no items produced off-site 
are sold. 

19. Livestock depots and sales yards. (Deleted) 

20. Milk proeessing and distributien, inclading pasteurizing and 
maaufacture of ice cream. bat not inolading the precessing or 
man..ufac:tw"-0 of che0se. (Deleted) 

31. Riding academies and stables, inolading apart.men-tlstable 
combinations. Residential units for stable employees. 

32. Sales yards, wholesale or retail, for agricultural products including, but 
not necessarily limited to, fruits, vegetables, flowers, plants, etc. ,that 
are not grown on the premises. 

YARD, FRONT A yard extending across the full width of the zoning lot 
and lying between the front street liae roadway right-of-way line and the 
nearest line of the principle building. 

ROADWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE The edge of the public roadway 
right-of-way as dedicated or as shown as a perscriptive easement on a 
certified plat of survey. The edge of a private roadway right-of-way as 
dedicated as a common easment or commonly owned parcel The width 
of land required by the Kendall County Subdivision Ordinance. The 
Zoning Administrator shall determine the actual line to be used for 
determining zoning setback requirements. 

BUILDING SETBACK LINE 
1. eir,'ery baildiag hereafter erected or ealarged shall provide and maimaiii 

a setb&Gk from the pablic street iR &Gcordaace 1.i.i:ith the fuUowiag 
requirements: 

a. primary thrm,1ghfa:1.=es, 1 ()()' from the right of way 
b. all other streets, 7S' from the right of way 

SIDEYARDS 
1. Eash bailding hereafter erected or rnmodelea shall haYe a side yard on 

eaoh side of the baildiag ofaot less th8fl 50'. 
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7-6 7.00C 

4-4 4.04E 

4-10 4.11 
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SETBACKS - PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS 
1. Frontyard-100' 
2. Side yard - 50' 
3. Rear yard- 50' 

Farm-type animals on lots less than 5 acres provided that ........ . 

ACCESSORY USES 
' 1. Those customarily aeeessory to the pl:H"Swt of agriemtlire, provided-that­

structm:0s fer th0 sh0lter of lh1estock, powtry, and other farm ammals 
shall be loeateEl e:ot less than 1 ~ (Deleted) 

(ACCESSORY USES) 
15. Growing of farm and garden crops in the open - rear yard only 

except in the A-1 district crops may be in all yards. 

22. Sheds and storage buildings for garden equipment and household items 
as accessory to dwellings and. i;Nild.iags and strncwr0s G\:lstomarily 
i8:8iden.tal to tee p\:lfsmt of agriooltar@ in rear yard only 

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS 
A. LOCATION. No part of any accessory building shall be located closer 

than 5' to any side or rear property line or closer than 1 O' to any main 
building unless attached to and part of such main building 
except as required for horse stables, kennels, and other animal 
shelters elsewhere in this ordinance. See section 4.18. 

(HEIGHT) 
C. No accessory building or portion thereof located in a required rear yard 

shall exceed 2 stories or 25' except in the A-1 district barns and silos 
may exceed 25'. 


