KENDALL COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT
PLANNING AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE
AGENDA

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2020
6:00 p.M.

KENDALL COUNTY HISTORIC COURTHOUSE
3RP FLOOR MEETING RooM
L. Call to Order
II; Roll Call
III.  Approval of Agenda
IV.  Update on Completion of Open Meetings Act Online Training
V. Public Comments

VL. Review of Preliminary Recommendations for Land Conservation Strategies — Short Term and
Long-Range Goals

VIL.  Review and Discussion of the Updated Master Plan Land Acquisition Scoring Worksheet

VIIL. Presentation: Overview of District High-Quality and Conservative Natural Resources

OLD BUSINESS

No items posted for consideration

NEW BUSINESS

IX.  Natural Resources Conservation - Discussion of Preliminary Recommendations
X. Other Items of Business

XI.  Public Comments

XII. Adjournment

Kendall County Historic Courthouse - 110 W. Madison Street - 3™ Floor - Yorkville, Illinois 60560
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this District meeting, please contact the
Administration Office at 630-553-4025 a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time.



Members of the Planning and Advisory Committee: February, 26, 2020

Over the last 20 years | have had the privilege of being able to survey a number of the Forest Preserves in the
Kendall County Forest Preserve District for their floristic components.

During this time | have seen some wonderful examples of natural areas throughout the Kendall County Forest
Preserve District and have documented some rare plant species over the years.

Maramech Woods Nature Preserve - | surveyed this preserve in both 2001 and 2016 that contained both state
threatened and endangered species as well as rare habitats in Kendall County and the Chicago Region such as
flatwoods communities. This preserve also contains dry-mesic and mesic woodlands as well as an established
prairie restoration.

Harris Forest Preserve - | surveyed this preserve in 2000 and in addition to picnic and event areas, lakes/ponds and
small wetlands there was a large area of quality mesic woodland.

Baker’s Woods — | surveyed this preserve in 1999 when the acreage of the preserve was smaller than it is today.
The area | surveyed contained some fine floodplain areas along Aux Sable Creek as well as some mesic woodland.

Jay Woods - | surveyed this preserve in 2001 and at the time only included the woodland area east of Creek Road.
At the time this preserve contained some fine mesic woodland on the bluffs along Little Rock Creek and interesting
flora along the swales and floodplain of the creek.

Hoover Forest Preserve - | surveyed this preserve in 2004 and it was a very diverse area both topographically and
floristically with bluffs overlooking the Fox River, large areas of mesic upland forest, fens and seep along the
slopes, ravines and intermittent streams, floodplain areas adjacent to the Fox River and wetland communities in
addition to the campsites and developed areas.

Cannonball Sedge Meadow (Blackberry Trail Forest Preserve) — | surveyed this area in 2002 and at the time it
contained some quality sedge meadow as well as some floodplain forest along Blackberry Creek.

Henneberry Woods Forest Preserve — This newer acquisition was surveyed in 2018 and in addition to the newly
planted prairie restorations and agricultural fields, contained grassy meadows (excellent grassland bird habitat),
shrubby fields, immature woodlands, wetland areas and some small areas of quality mesic woodland.

Reservation Woods - this area was also surveyed in 2018 and contains some good mesic woodland.

Overall, the Kendall County Forest Preserve District has some very fine examples of remnant plant communities
that exist and represent the natural history of the county. These areas need not only to be protected but also
managed so as to maintain their quality for the plants and wildlife that inhabit these preserves and the citizens of
the county that enjoy them.

Respectfully,
Scott N. Kobal

Ecologist — Forest Preserve District of DuPage County
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X B! LAND ACRUISITION WORKSHEET

Land Acquisition Worksheet

Decisions made regarding land acquisition are the responsibility of the Board of
Commissioners of the Kendall County Forest Preserve District. This worksheet is meant
to assist the board, along with staff recommendations and resident input, in the land
acquisition process. Other factors including, but not limited to: price, threats to the
property, needs of the District, and grant requirements will also be considered by the
Commissioners when making land acquisition decisions.

This worksheet is numerically based, with a high score indicating a property with high
value as preserved open space. For each quality that a parcel possesses, it receives the
corresponding score. The total score can then be compared with scores of other parcels in
order to evaluate the properties as potential forest preserves.

Preserving Natural Features:
High Quality Natural Area (prairie, wetland, woodland, stream)

Fox Riverfront Property

Linkage between Protected Open Spaces
Streams / Lakes / Ponds

Expansion of Current Forest Preserve

12
12
8
8
4
Presence of Endangered or Threatened Species 4
Significant Geologic Features 4
100-acres or larger 4
Subtotal 56

Recreation and Education Potential:
Multi-purpose Trails

12
Proximity to Population Centers 8
Preserve Access/Parking 3
Picnic Areas/High Use Areas 3
Nature Trails 3
Water/Fishing/Canoe Access 3
Subtotal 32

Complements Existing Plans:
Kendall Natural Area Guardians - Protect Kendall Now 8

Kendall County Land Resource Management Plan; Watershed
Plan; Municipal/Park District Plan, or Trail Plan

Subtotal 12

Deduct Considerations:
Land-locked Parcel with Public Access Limitations o

3

Total Weighted Score (Max. 100)

g
=
=

|
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FEBRUARY 26, 2020

Partnerships Bloom in Kendall County to Enhance Pollinator Habitat and
Federally Endangered Species Recovery

In 2018 the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation (ICECF) awarded a $27,000 challenge
grant to the Forest Foundation of Kendall County (FFKC) for “Project Hoover,” a focused
community outreach program working to restore the oak woodland and prairie habitats at Hoover
Forest Preserve near Yorkville, Illinois. FFKC is a 501(c)3 charitable organization established in
2006 actively supporting the Kendall County Forest Preserve District (KCFPD). ICECF funds
renewable energy and natural areas projects throughout the state and one of the Foundation’s

first large, $1M plus grants for land acquisition helped the Forest Preserve District acquire 140
acres to create Hoover Forest Preserve in 2004.

The District’s education department, in partnership with Oswego Community Unit School
District 308 - Oswego East High School’s (OEHS) Biology and Ecology Club students are
working together to enhance and recover Hoover’s habitat areas. Project Hoover field trips and
volunteer work days, work to remove and burn invasive honeysuckle within the preserve’s oak
woodland corridor, and plant a diverse variety of native species within the preserve’s core prairie

area.

Scott Johnson, OEHS science teacher, and FFKC President has a long history of supporting
conservation in Kendall County, which stretches over multiple generations. Scott Johnson’s
grandfather is the late Dick Young, a renowned local naturalist, author on local plant
communities, former Kendall County Board member and Forest Preserve District President.
Johnson’s enthusiasm for nature-based studies transcends into the classroom and his students,
where “the importance of providing these field work opportunities to students cannot be



overstated. When students have the ability to engage in local environmental projects, it results in
stronger curriculum connections as well as a sense of belonging in the community."

In summer 2018, with these restoration efforts underway, the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources (IDNR) surveyed natural areas statewide for the recently listed federally endangered
Rusty Patched Bumble Bee (Bombus affinis). B. affinis, and other bumble bees are considered
keystone species, meaning that other species directly depend on their presence for survival.
Native woodland and prairie plants, for example, depend on local pollinators for seed production.
The decline of B. affinis, and other local pollinator species is impacting local habitats and food
chains. Bumble bees are also pollinators of food crops such as tomatoes, blueberries,
cranberries, and clover according to the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&WS). The decline
of B. affinis can be attributed to a mixture of stressors including habitat loss and degradation,
pesticides, pathogens, and the effects of climate change. USF&WS reports the B. affinis
population has declined 87% since 2000.

The 2018 IDNR statewide survey documented the only known population of B. affinis in Kendall
County at Hoover Forest Preserve. B. affinis is a generalist, relying on nectar and pollen from a
wide variety of flowering plants each year in order to grow their colonies. While B. affinis
colonies rely heavily on prairie wildflowers in summer, they also rely on woodlands for spring
wildflowers, cooler temperatures and shelter for overwintering queens. Hoover Forest Preserve
contains large habitat areas where the local population occurs.

ICECF recently awarded KCFPD and OEHS two additional K-12 Pollinator Schools Program
grants that will expand partnership efforts. Grant funding will work to promote conservation of
local Kendall County pollinators through education, habitat creation, and further enhancement of
Hoover Forest Preserve’s natural areas. Dennis O’Brien, Executive Director of ICECF, stated
that “the work in Kendall County is a model of good partnership and strategic conservation. The
KCFPD and FFKC have worked hard to involve the local communities including students within
the restoration efforts to build awareness, and support for natural areas and wildlife habitat.”

On March 11, 2020 the Chicago Wilderness Education team will hold a meeting at Hoover’s
Meadowhawk Lodge to promote these local partnership efforts. Students from OEHS will attend
the meeting to showcase their involvement within Project Hoover, curricular connections, and
restoration impacts. Students will also continue habitat restoration efforts to support local
pollinator recovery. Shaiva Dhyani, OEHS senior and OEHS Ecology Club President reflected
that “working with Hoover Forest Preserve has been one of the most gratifying experiences of
my high school career. We have worked to remove invasive species and plant native species to
support local wildlife, allowing us to learn and make a difference in our community. These
activities help show how together we can help protect the environment on a larger scale, and
working with the KCFPD teaches and inspires my classmates to also protect the environment in
any way they can.”



KCFPD is expanding efforts to create new habitat for the local B. affinis population with the
conversion of 100-acres of farmland to woodland and prairie habitat at Fox River Bluffs Forest
Preserve located just west of Hoover Forest Preserve. The District acquired Fox River Bluffs in
2015 with support from an IDNR Open Space Land Acquisition and Development Grant
($750,000) and an ICECF Land Acquisition program grant (8602,000). The Board of
Commissioners recently approved modifying the farmland conversion plan to increase seeding of
prairie habitat to 59 total acres.

Judy Gilmour, President of the KCFPD, is a retired SD308 school teacher and graduate of
Oswego High School. Gilmour states that “Project Hoover has been an overwhelming success
bringing our local citizens together to help care for local nature. Involvement of both SD308 and
Y115 students helps connect our youth to real-world science applications and their local forest
preserves to insure that these special places are conserved for future generations.”

Matt Kellogg, Commissioner of the KCFPD, and former Chairman of Kendall County Soil and
Water Conservation District is a local farmer and graduate of Oswego High School. Kellogg
states that “our local farms depend upon our local pollinators for certain crops. At the Kellogg
farm, we maintain honey bee hives and harvest a small honey crop each year. We all need to do
our part to support recovery of local pollinators within our gardens, landscapes, and farms.”

The Kendall County Forest Preserve District will be conducting volunteer work days in 2020 to
continue efforts to enhance habitat areas at Hoover Forest Preserve and other forest preserve
areas. For more information, or to enroll as a Natural Areas Volunteer, contact Antoinette
Meciej, Communications, Marketing and Public Program Specialist for the District at 630-553-
2232, or by email at awhite(@co.kendallL.il.us.

The Forest Foundation of Kendall County is accepting donations to support Rusty Patched
Bumble Bee education and habitat recovery efforts in Kendall County. Donations to the Forest
Foundation are tax-deductible. Individuals interested in making a donation should contact the
District’s Executive Director, David Guritz at 630-553-4131, or by email at
kcforest@co.kendall.il.us.

END






Preliminary, as of February 4, 2020

Kendall County Forest Preserve District, Illinois
General Obligation Limited Tax Bonds, Series 2020
Dated: July 15, 2020

Preliminary - As of February 4, 2020

Debt Service Schedule

Date Principal Coupon Interest Total P+l Fiscal Total
07/15/2020 - - - - -
07/01/2021 - - 9,130.56 9,130.56 -
01/01/2022 70,000.00 2.500% 4,750.00 74,750.00 83,880.56
07/01/2022 - - 3,875.00 3.875.00 -
01/01/2023 75,000.00 2.500% ~3,875.00 ] 78,875.00 ~ 82,750.00
07/01/2023 - . 2,937.50 2,937.50 -
01/01/2024 75,000.00 2.500% 2,937.50 77,937.50 80,875.00
07/01/2024 - - 2,000.00 2,000.00 -
01/01/2025 80,000.00 2.500% 2,000.00 82,000.00 84,000.00
07/01/2025 i = s 1,000.00 1,000.00 .
01/01/2026 80,000.00 2.500% 1,000.00 81,000.00 82,000.00

Total $380,000.00 - $33,505.56 $413,505.56 -

Yield Statistics

Bond Year Dollars ) o B $1,340.22
Average Life ) ) e = _3.527 Years
Average Coupon . ) o 2.5000003%
Net Interest Cost (NIC) 2.5000003%
True Interest Cost (TIC) ) ) 2.4959518%
Bond Yield for Arbitrage Purposes : . 12.4959518%
All Inclusive Cost (AIC) NI 3.7100487%
IRS Form 8038

Net Interest Cost ' 2.5000003%
Weighted Average Maturity 3.527 Years

2020 LTGO | SINGLE PURPOSE | 2/ 4/2020 | 8:34 AM

Speer Financial, Inc.

Financial Consultants Since 1954




