
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

111 West Fox Street • Rooms 209 and 210 • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
March 21, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chair), Kristine Heiman, Marty 
Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of December 20, 2021 Meeting (Pages 2-4) 
Approval of Minutes of January 18, 2022 Gathering (Page 5) 
Approval of Minutes of February 16, 2022 Meeting (Pages 6-62) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. None

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of February 16, 2022, Meeting with Historic Preservation Organizations

a. Approval of Invoices for Food and Beverages in the Amount of $68.74; Invoices to Be
Paid from PBZ Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830
(Pages 63-68)

b. Follow-Up Discussion Regarding the Meeting

2. Review of Historic Preservation Award Applications; Commission Could Select Award
Winner(s) (Pages 69-72)
a. Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego) (Pages 73-85)
b. Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence (111 W. Madison Street, Yorkville)

(Pages 86-126)
c. Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville) (Pages 127-132)
d. Fern Dell School (Pages 133-137)
e. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop (Pages 138-144)
f. Bev Casey (Pages 145-151)
g. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society (Pages 152-161)

3. Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant (Pages 162-164)

4. Discussion of Cemeteries (Pages 165-167)

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. February 19, 2022, Little White School Museum Press Release (Pages 168-170)

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
ADJOURNMENT:  
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 1
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

December 20, 2021-Unofficial Until Approved 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan, 
and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda as presented.  With a 
voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the minutes from the November 
15, 2021, meeting.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli apologized for not reviewing the packet prior to the meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of Certified Local Government Annual Report 
Commissioners reviewed the draft Annual Report. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that the State was not requiring proof of courses or trainings. 
 
Commissioners had no concerns to report in relation to question 25. 
 
Commissioners requested that “for structure survey of two townships” be added to question 26 regarding 
successes.   
 
The State does not require official action by the County Board. 
 
Without objection, the Commission approved the Annual Report with the addition to question 26 and no 
concerns related to question 25.   
 
Discussion of a Contract Between Kendall County and Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Regarding the 
Historic Structure Survey in Kendall and Bristol Townships 
Commissioners reviewed the draft contract.  
 

2



HPC Meeting Minutes 12.20.21 Page 2 of 3 

After review by the Commission, the proposal will be forwarded to the Planning, Building and Zoning 
Committee for referral to the State’s Attorney’s Office.   
 
Member Bernacki expressed concerns that the exclusion of Helmar was not referenced.   
 
Member Shanahan noted that the court of competent jurisdiction should be Kendall County courts. 
 
Commissioners reiterated several times that the maximum cost of the project should be Forty-Two Thousand, 
Five Hundred Dollars ($42,500).  Volunteer hours would not be quantified and Staff’s salary would not go 
towards the match.   
 
Commissioners requested to know the number of volunteers needed for the project.  Mr. Asselmeier will contact 
Ken Itle for an answer.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier was unsure when the State’s Attorney’s Office would review the contract.  The earliest the 
proposal would be sent to the State’s Attorney was after the January Planning, Building and Zoning Committee 
meeting.   
 
Discussion occurred about using the group meeting in February as a way to recruit volunteers.    
 
Member Bernacki asked how many binders would be produced and the cost of those documents.  Mr. 
Asselmeier will ask Ken Itle about the costs and number of these items.   
 
No permits would be required to complete this project.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier will check if the CD-Roms would be compatible with GIS. 
 
Without objection, the consensus of the Commission was to forward the contract to the State’s Attorney’s 
Office.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards 
Commissioners reviewed the award application packet and press release.  
 
Discussion occurred about nominating the old barn in Henneberry Woods.  There were concerns about 
nominating a project that was not significantly completed.    
 
The Yorkville Jail was suggested for possible award.  Mr. Asselmeier will contact the owner of the Yorkville 
Jail.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding nominating the Little White School Museum for an award for their building and 
as an organization.   
 
Discussion of 2022 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups  
Commissioners reviewed the proposed agenda for the February 2022 meeting.  The consensus of the 
Commission was to add Discussion of Volunteers for Structure Survey and Historic Preservation Awards after 
the Presentation on the Historic Structure Survey.   
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Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
There was no update on this project; the Commission was waiting on the State for information regarding grant 
award.   
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Commissioners reviewed the updated map and list of cemeteries with the information from the Kendall County 
Historical Society.   
 
Member Bernacki walked around the Seward Mound Cemetery.  He noted the various names of the cemetery.  
He noted that many headstones were knocked over.  The local American Legion or VFW seemed to have some 
accounting of the cemetery.   
 
Member Heiman discussed the Kendall County IL GenWeb website.  Discussion occurred about purchasing 
information related to each cemetery.  Mr. Asselmeier will research the cost and who owns the information.  
Chairman Wehrli suggested documenting the information, making the information available for the public, and 
honoring veterans. 
 
Member Heiman asked what the Commission intended to do with the cemetery information.   
 
Member Bernacki asked if the cemetery associations were still active.  Discussion occurred regarding whether 
or not these organizations were completing the required tax information.   
 
Member Heiman discussed oral histories of World War II veterans.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
December 2021 Edition of The Bell Tower 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 
 
Chairman Wehrli suggested putting an article in The Bell Tower; Chairman Wehrli will ask if publishing an 
article was possible.   
 
December 6, 2021 Letter from the Edith Farnsworth House 
Commissioners reviewed the letter. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner   
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

January 18, 2022-Unofficial Until Approved 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary) and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, and Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 

ADJOURNMENT 
Due to an absence of a quorum, the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Little White School Museum 
72 Polk Street, Oswego, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
February 16, 2022-Unofficial Until Approved 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan, 
and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Lisa Wolancevich, Johanna Byram, Mike Bortal, Scott Gryder, 
Jeff Nakaerts, Subash George, Ed Hatteberg, Sarah Skilton, Jane Burke, Philip Buchanan, Ken Wolf, Ken 
Donart, Marilyn Thompson, Scott Gengler, Ruben Rodriguez, Mark Harrington, Ted Clauser, Kenneth Itle, 
Annie Jordan, and Jon Pressley (Attended Remotely) 
 
WELCOMING REMARKS  
Chairman Wehrli welcomed everyone and thanked everyone for attending.   
 
Attendees introduced themselves. 
 
Kendall County Board Chairman Scott Gryder thanked everyone for attending.   
 
Chairman Wherli thanked the Little White School Museum for hosting. 
 
Chairman Wherli discussed the history of Kendall County, importance of historic preservation, and the story of 
the creation of the Historic Preservation Commission.     
 
UPDATE FROM ILLINOIS HISTORIC PRESERVTION AGENCY 
Jon Pressley, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, discussed the effort of making Kendall County a Certified 
Local Government.  He also discussed the Certified Local Government Grant Program and the Amplifund 
Program.  All of the grants have been graded; there will be a meeting between the State and County on February 
17, 2022.  He noted an extension to complete the historic structure survey timeline.  He also discussed the 
Historic Preservation Fund.  He discussed future grant cycles.   
 
Chairman Wehrli asked if extra money would be available next year.  Mr. Pressley said there would be an extra 
year for completion, possibly June 30, 2022.  Extra money might be available.  Mr. Pressley said a new grant 
window would open around September. 
 
Mr. Pressley explained the types of projects funded by Certified Local Government Grants.  These projects 
included surveys, brochures, other public relations documents, camps for historic preservation commissions.  
He discussed cultural resource management hazard mitigation planning.   
 
PRESENTATION BY LITTLE WHITE SCHOOL MUSEUM 
Annie Jordan, Museum Manager of the Little White School Museum, provided a history of the building and the 
Oswegoland Heritage Association.  She also discussed historic preservation efforts in the Oswego area.  
Discussion also occurred regarding the windows of the building.  Discussion occurred regarding Museum’s 
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collection, how the Museum acquired items, and efforts to preserve items in the collection.  There are over 
thirty-four thousand (34,000) items in the Museum’s collection.  Discussion also occurred regarding the bell 
that used to be in the building when the structure was a church.  The church may have been moved to this 
location.  
 
Chairman Wehrli asked if the Museum had an additional location to display their collection.  Ms. Jordan 
responded the Oswego Heritage Association owns the Stewart House, but there were not any plans to use that 
property for displaying artifacts.  The Museum was doing more programs in Downtown Oswego.  Discussion 
occurred regarding doing a traveling show and engaging youth.   
 
PRESENTATION ON HISTORIC STRUCTURE SURVEY 
Kenneth Itle, of Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc., discussed historic structure surveys, how they occur, and 
the deliverables of such surveys.  He also discussed the importance and roles of volunteers when doing a 
survey.  The focus of the project would be unincorporated Kendall and Bristol Townships.  The maximum 
number of volunteers would be around eight to ten (8-10) and the minimum number of volunteers needed would 
be around three to four (3-4).  The work would probably occur simultaneously in Kendall and Bristol 
Townships.  Discussion occurred regarding where the finished reports would be located.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier explained the that each township would be surveyed.  The results of the surveys would be used 
to create a Preservation Plan for the County.  He also explained the Commissions reasons for selecting Kendall 
and Bristol Townships.   
 
Few counties in Illinois have undertaken rural surveys.   
 
Mike Bortal, Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission, discussed surveys in the Plainfield area.  He also 
offered to write a landmark nomination for the Stewart Farmstead if the Oswego Heritage Association was 
interested.     
 
DISCUSSION OF VOLUNTEERS FOR STRUCTURE SURVEY 
Chairman Wehrli said the Commission would reach out to the network to ask for volunteers when the project 
reaches that point.   
 
DISCUSSION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS 
Mr. Asselmeier explained the historic preservation awards, including past award winners.  The application 
deadline is February 28th.  He also explained the process of selecting awards.  Awards may be granted to 
buildings, groups, and individuals.  Structures must be over fifty (50) years of age.     
 
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
Ken Donart, Chapel on the Green, discussed the Chapel on the Green structure.  He noted that the Chapel 
received a COVID grant from the County.  There will be a memorial bench dedication for the Mantheis later 
this year.   
 
Subash George, Oswego Preservation Commission, discussed filling vacancies on the Oswego Preservation 
Commission.  He discussed engaging children in historic preservation.   
 
Ed Hatteberg, Norsk Museum, said funding was a problem.  He also said several board members have passed 
and there has been difficulty getting younger board members.  There will be a breakfast for the grand opening in 
June.  The Sons of Norway Polar Star Lodge will be hosting the Norwegian Dancers on March 6, 2022, at Cross 
Lutheran Church in Yorkville; the event is free.   
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Sarah Skilton, Oswego Library District, discussed their partnership with the Oswegoland Heritage Association.   
 
Mark Harrington discussed his background and the Sandwich Historical Society.  He discussed the possibility 
of doing a Museum Minute on WSPY Radio.  He discussed engaging children in historic preservation.  He 
discussed changes at museums; people seem to be more interested in history from the 1940s to 1980s.   
 
Marty Shanahan discussed the Grand Army of the Republic Museum.   
 
Lisa Wolancevich, Yorkville Historic Preservation and Kendall County Historical Society, discussed the Save 
the Kendall County Jail.  She discussed their library and assisting people with genealogical research.  They will 
have events April 14th.  Discussion occurred about Abraham Lincoln’s connections with Kendall County.  There 
will be an Easter egg hunt at Lyons Farm on April 16th. She also discussed the car show at the Lyons Farm in 
2021.   
 
Johanna Byram, Yorkville Historic Preservation and Kendall County Historic Society, discussed the challenge 
of engaging people and working with students in need of service hours.  She also discussed their digitizing 
project.   
 
Marilyn Thompson, Ferndell, said they were busy during COVID because people wanted to get out and do 
things when other places were closed.  She discussed the importance of having people sign the attendance 
sheets at events so that they can contacted for future activities.  She discussed the collections in their museum.  
She noted their blacksman’s shop was operating and that people love watching him work.  She noted the 
renovations to their buildings.  She also discussed their fundraising dinners.  She discussed children touring the 
museum and what the children like at the museum.  She discussed using social media for dialogue.   
 
Jane Burke, Naperville Historical Society, discussed historic preservation in Naperville and the need to preserve 
other structures outside of Naper’s Settlement.  She and Philip Buchanan were at the meeting to learn. 
 
Jeff Nakaerts, Dickson Murst Farm, explained the history of the organization.  He also explained farming 
activities and other related activities that occur on the property.   
 
Eric Bernacki discussed a Facebook group related to Mokena history.  He discussed historic cemeteries.  He 
also discussed development pressure at the Bronk farm.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Tina Beaird, Plainfield Historical Society.  The Plainfield Historical Society 
will reopen February 12, 2022, with new exhibits.  Discussion occurred regarding the Great Race which will be 
stopping in Plainfield on June 22, 2022.  The Plainfield Public Library will be adding historic newspapers to 
their website.   
 
DISCUSSION OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
Chairman Wehrli said the Commission hopes to have another group meeting this summer.  He hoped 
collaboration will increase.  He discussed finding the tombstone of Peter Minkler.  He also discussed witnessing 
youth talking with a Native American and the Hoover Forest Preserve.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Discussion occurred regarding the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 2026 and having a 
museum pass featuring each museum.  Discussion also occurred regarding museums adapting to new 
technology.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
None  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) 
ayes, the motion carried. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Encs. 
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A brief history of
Little White School Museum

Oswegoland Park District
Oswegoland Heritage Association

2022

15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



The End

© 2022 Oswegoland Heritage Association
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 Historical research
 Database development
 Mapping
 Field survey
 Report preparation

Rural historic structures survey
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Atlases and Plat Maps
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Microsoft Access database
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 GIS stands for geographic information system, a computerized methodology for 
organizing data geographically.

 Combines database-like organization of information with coordinate information 
(latitude and longitude)

Solutions for the Built World Page 12

GIS
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 Correlate historical research and field survey information
 Finalize database and mapping
 Assess significance: Potential National Register-eligible, potential 

local landmark, contributing, non-contributing
 Compile narrative summary report

Solutions for the Built World Page 18

Report preparation
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 Background and methodology

 Historic context

 History of local area in general

 Architectural context

 Styles and construction types, building types

 Survey summary

 Listing of potential landmarks

 Description of notable properties

 Tabulated survey results

Solutions for the Built World Page 19

Typical report contents
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 Record of existing conditions
 Overview of history and historic themes
 Identification of potential landmarks or districts

Solutions for the Built World Page 21

Outcomes
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Annual Kendall County Historic Preservation Awards 
MAIL NOMINATION FORM TO:  
Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
111 W. Fox Street 
Yorkville, IL  60560 
EMAIL NOMINATION FORM TO: 
Matt Asselmeier, masselmeier@co.kendall.il.us 

___________________________________________________________ 

A recognition of properties that have undergone recent exterior and/
or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, adaptive use, or 
sympathetic additions as well as for people or groups that exhibit 
dedication to the field of historic preservation or for sites that 
possess importance to the history of Kendall County, State of Illinois, 
or the United States. 

DEADLINE: February 28, 2022-4:00 pm 
Street address:  

Current property owner: ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic name and/or original owner (if known):____________________________________________________ 

Current use:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic use: ___________________________________________________________ 

Year built (if known): ___________________________________________________________ 

Year rehabilitated, renovated, restored (if known): _________________________________________________ 

Architectural style / form (if known):  ___________________________________________________________ 

Reason for nomination: Please provide a short description, between 50 and 500 words, explaining the project or person 
being nominated. The statement should clearly identify the purpose and scope of work, unusual challenges or innovative 
approaches, sensitive treatment of historic fabric, long-term impact and any other information that supports the 
nomination as being exceptional. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Images: Please provide a minimum of five photographs or quality digital photographs in .jpg format on a CD ROM, flash 
drive, or by email highlighting the project. Before and after pictures are encouraged.  

Submitted by:________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone: _____________________________ Email: _______________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Annual Historic Preservation Award 

Application for Award Nomination Announcement: 

Deadline for nomination:  

Date of HPC Review:  

Date of final selection: 

Award given:  

January 14 and February 14

February 28 by 4:00 pm

March and April HPC Meetings. 
HPC shall be provided with applications prior to 
the March meeting for their review 

April HPC meeting 

Second May County Board meeting

How the final selection will occur. The HPC will review the nominations at their March and April 

meetings and make a final selection at their April meeting.  The Secretary of the HPC will notify award 

recipient(s) by May 1. The Kendall County Board will bestow the award via a proclamation at their

second May meeting, which typically occurs the third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.

Physical Description of Award: At a minimum, the recipient will receive a certificate, which will be 

bestowed at the County Board meeting. The HPC also aspires to provide award recipients with a small 
sign that they could place on their property. County staff is still researching whether the HPC has funds 
to purchase signs annually for this program.  If the County does not have funding for this, donations 
may be sought.  

Aluminum garden flags cost around $70 Wooden garden flags cost around $25

Nomination Procedure: Each nomination must include a completed application form and a minimum 

of five photographs or quality digital photographs.  Applications will be available on the County’s

website as well as in hard copy form at Planning, Building and Zoning Department at 111 W. Fox Street 
in Yorkville.
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Award categories and number of awards to be given: Nominations may be for a structure (residential 
or commercial) that has undergone exterior or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, 
adaptive reuse, landscape restoration or sympathetic additions OR for a person or group that exhibits 
dedication to the field of historic preservation OR for a site that possesses importance to the history of 
Kendall County, State of Illinois, or the United States.

The HPC reserves the right to offer one or more awards based on the quality of submitted nominations. 

The HPC also reserves the right to offer zero awards.  

Award designation may simply be: “2022 Historic Preservation Award (s),” “Person of the Year,” or
“Project of the Year.”  

Examples

 “2022 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the restoration of the home at ____

 “2022 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the adaptive reuse of the building at ____

 “2022 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the sympathetic building addition at ____

Award Review and Selection Criteria: 

Preservation/Restoration 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– Historic character and features of the property shall be retained and preserved.

– Features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property shall be retained.

– Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.

– Original materials shall be retained (example: slate roof repair/replacement, removal of artificial

siding, repair/restoration of wood siding).

– Historic materials and features shall be repaired rather than replaced.

– When material is replaced, the new shall match the old in composition, design, color and

texture.

– Landscape and site features original to the site shall be preserved.

Architecturally Compatible New Addition: 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.

– The new work shall be differentiated from the old but shall be compatible with the historic

materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the

property and its environment.
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HPC Commissioner Award Selection Procedure

 Meeting: Each Commissioner secretly ranks applications by number of applications. For

example, if there are 7 applications then you they are ranked 1-7 with #1 being the highest

ranking.

 Rankings are discussed.
 Recommendation made on number of awards to be bestowed followed by a recommendation

and formal vote on awardees.

 A tie may result in a second vote for one.
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Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence
111 Madison
Yorkville, Illinois

Historic Name: Kendall County Jail and Sheriff’s Residence

Current Property Owner: Peter McKnight, 

Current Use: Mixed use project:
• Commercial in historic first floor (in front of the jail). 
• Old 24 x 24 x 24 garage turned into 4 studio apartments with a massive deck with a view of the Fox River.  
• Historic upstairs turned into a single 2-story apartment.

Year Built: House: 1893, Garage 1960’s

Year Renovated: 2021

Architectural Style: House: Victorian with East Lake Detailing

Participants in project’s preservation:
-Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission, esp. Lisa 
Wolancevich for her advocacy and perseverance
-City of Yorkville , for negotiation with Peter McKnight on the sale of 
the buildings, financial support and building dept. cooperation
-Allen+Pepa Architects for furthering the community vision, detailing 
all aspects of the work for Permit and Construction, managing the 
concerns of the building dept. in respect to the unique detailing of the 
project.
Submission by: Allen+Pepa Architects, Lane Allen, AIA, LEED AP
(630) 346-4469, lallen@allenpepa.com. Jarod Pletcher, Assoc. Architect
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REASON FOR NOMINATION
• Building was on the Landmarks Illinois “List of “Most Endangered Historic Places in Illinois”. Now that it’s restored it is a Win/Win for everyone.

• Peter McKnight should be commended for his efforts as the General Contractor. Bringing the manpower, cashflow, personal vision, cooperation with 
the Building Dept. and Inspections are all very difficult and require a positive attitude to get the work completed. Peter never let up or stopped the 
work, assuring its completion.

• Allen + Pepa Architects did superlative 3D Revit drawings with full permit and construction detailing. To evolve the drawings from site to 3D drawings 
assures that more aspects of the work are resolved with less site issues. The important preservation work on this project were:

• Masonry tuckpointing scope was well documented.
• Moving the 2nd floor stairs 3’ south so one does not hit their head on the underside of the roof when coming up the stairs. Also, they stairs 

were still confirming to code since we did not recreate them.
• The funniest detail was Lane was standing on the porch looking south toward the Grand Old County Seat Building and saw the column 

fascia used as a horizontal fascia trim.  The team made it right and put it back on the vertical column. See photos.
• Peter did a nice job restoring the wood shingles, trim and sheet metal in the gable ends.
• The exterior doors and windows are a nice complement to the historical appearance.
• Interior finishes as well and Mechanical, electrical and plumbing scope were clearly detailed allowing all trades to expedite their work.
• One example: The masonry around the 2nd floor door was in bad shape so we leveraged the condition by making this our new front door to 

the 2nd floor residence, accessed with the breezeway stairs and deck, that overlooks to the south in view of the old courthouse on the hill.

• We appreciate the trust of the community in suggesting the hiring of Allen + Pepa Architects and Peter McKnight, GC.

• Lane and Peter want to thank the City and the Building Department for their dedication to seeing this iconic building preserved.

• There is a mindset that goes with a project like this.  
• For architects, it is to help others succeed in their work efforts as craftsman of the trades should.  Similarly, by meditating on the existing 

conditions we find the opportunities for enhanced design and end-user experience.
• For the GC: Peter  got it done!
• For the City and the Building Department it was faith that we would get it done on budget and expediently.
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Restoration and 
Redevelopment of the Historic 
Old Kendall County Jail

By Christian S. Landorf
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Summary of the Old Kendall County Jail

The Historic Kendall County Jail located in Downtown Yorkville Illinois  was originally 
built in 1893 with additions in the 1960s and late 1970s it operated as the sheriff's 
office, residence, and jail of Kendall County Illinois for nearly a hundred years before it 
became severely outdated and small for the county. In the early 1990s a new jail 
opened on the westside of town and the old one was shuttered. A few county offices 
operated in the old jail, but by 2000 it sat empty. The city bought it with hopes of 
turning it into a tourist attraction, but those plans fell apart. By 2018 after years of 
neglect the old jail was in a deplorable abandoned state the city was set on demolition, 
but after a group fought to get it saved Peter McKnight bought the old jail in 2019 and 
over the past 2 years has restored and redeveloped it into Residential and a 
commercial Spa. This photo-journel has been assembled by Chritian S. Landorf. 
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Union School is a one room school built in 1847 on Wheeler Road in Na-Au-Say Township. It is a single 
story, one room schoolhouse in the Greek Revival style. The building is covered in white clapboard siding 
with a stacked stone foundation and a single gable roof. The building was used as a school until 1937, 
when it was decommissioned by School District 42. For the next ten years the building was used by Au 
Sable Grove Presbyterian Church. In 1976 the school was moved by the Kendall County Historical Society 
to Lyon Farm on Route 71 in Yorkville (Oswego Township). 

 The wood shingle roof on the schoolhouse had outlived its usefulness by 2020. The shakes shingles had 
curled and cracked, and a hole had formed in the rear north corner of the roof. In addition to water 
entering the building through this hole, squirrels and raccoons entered the building. Stains from water 
damage to the plasterwork was visible where the walls met the arched ceiling. The plaster in the 
northwest corner of the schoolroom interior was crumbling and a hole had formed. The water damage 
was obviously endangering the structure of the building, but equally as dire was the damage to the 
contents of the schoolhouse. 

In October of 2020, members of the Kendall County Historical Society applied for a matching grant from 
Landmarks Illinois. In November 2020, the society was awarded the Heritage Grant to replace the roof. 
ABC Roofing of Sugar Grove replaced the roof at cost, and Green Speed Painting of Oswego repaired 
inside plaster and did the exterior and interior painting. An anonymous donor covered the cost of the 
repair of the plaster, painting the building, out house and the picket fence around the Oswego House. A 
society member donated engineered lumber to rebuild the steps at the front entrance to the 
schoolhouse and townhall. The labor to rebuild the steps for the two buildings was donated by society 
members and handrails were added to bring the stairs up to code. 

With the structural repairs and painting completed, the volunteers at the historical society dedicated 
approximately fifty person-hours cleaning and redecorating the schoolhouse. A family member of one of 
our directors donated to the historical society an antique craftsman style barrister case to display our 
collection of schoolbooks from the 1800’s safely behind glass. Volunteer also spruced up the grounds 
around the schoolhouse. The brick walkway leading to the schoolhouse was weeded. in front of the 
building and around the flagpole flowers were planted, and the playground equipment was repainted. 
The restoration of Union School was completed in May of 2021. 

The Kendall County Historical Society members should be commended for their hard work and 
dedication to preserving and maintaining the Union School. The school is a unique structure that 
provides visitors a window into what life was like for those who made Kendall County their home in the 
19th and early 20th century. 
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Union Schoolhouse

Building Exterior Before Restoration
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Building After Restoration

Photo with old staircase Photo with new staircase
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Schoolhouse Interior Before Restoration

Water damage along the rear ceiling Plaster damage in right corner
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Schoolhouse Interior After Restration
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Proposed Project Term Start Date
3/1/2022

Proposed Project Term End Date
06/30/2023

Applicant Certification

By signing this application, I certify (1) to the statements contained in the list of certifications* and (2) that the
statements herein are true, complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I also provide the required
assurances* and agree to comply with any resulting terms if I accept an award. I am aware that any false,
fictitious, or fraudulent statements or claims may subject me to criminal, civil or administrative penalties. (U.S.
Code, Title 18, Section 1001)

(*)The list of certification and assurances, or an internet site where you may obtain this list is contained in the
Notice of Funding Opportunity. If a NOFO was not required for the award, the state agency will specify
required assurances and certifications as an addendum to the application. 

Applicant Certification
 I agree

When you're finished answering the questions on this page, click Mark as Complete. An application cannot be
submitted until all pages are marked as complete.
Not finished with this page yet? Click Save or Save & Continue to fill out the missing information at a later time.

Kendall County
Kendall County
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Performance Plan

Proposed Performance Plan

Estimated Project Timeline

Goal Name Goal Type Goal Details

Project Kickoff Milestone Due Date
04/30/2022

Initial Research and Planning Milestone Due Date
05/31/2022

Field Work, Volunteer Training, and Sample Survey Milestone Due Date
06/30/2022

Field Work, Continued Research Milestone Due Date
09/30/2022

Data Compilation Milestone Due Date
10/31/2022

Summary Report Preparation Milestone Due Date
01/31/2023

Project Completion Milestone Due Date
06/30/2023

Proposed Performance Narrative

Estimated Project Timeline

Estimate how long the Project will take to complete, and include relevant benchmarks along the way. Associate each
goal with a monthly period throughout your projects lifecycle, and describe monthly goals throughout the Estimated
Project Timeline. If the grant is awarded, this Timeline will be incorporated into the Grant Agreement.

Project Kickoff

Receipt of Grant

Initial Research and Planning

Completion of Initial Survey Map and Field Sheets. This step can be completed quickly after notification of grant
award.

Field Work, Volunteer Training, and Sample Survey

Training of volunteers will also occur early in the process. One initial day of field survey work will document at least ten
properties and survey forms will be compiled as a sample format and content for review.

Kendall County
Kendall County
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Field Work, Continued Research

All field and survey work completed. This involves the remainder of the field survey work. Concurrently, historical
research will continue.

Data Compilation

Database/survey sheets will be substantially complete. After completion of the field work, one month is needed to
compile the field documentation into a database, survey sheets, and mapping. Preliminary determinations of
landmark eligibility are also made at this step.

Summary Report Preparation

Draft Report for Historic Preservation Commission Review. 

Project Completion

Compile Final Deliverables.

Kendall County
Kendall County
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	HPC 3-21-22 Agenda With Page Numbers.pdf
	KENDALL COUNTY
	111 West Fox Street ( Rooms 209 and 210 ( Yorkville, IL ( 60560
	(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179
	AGENDA
	March 21, 2022 – 6:00 p.m.
	CALL TO ORDER
	APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
	PUBLIC COMMENT:
	NEW BUSINESS:
	1. None
	OLD BUSINESS:
	1. Discussion of February 16, 2022, Meeting with Historic Preservation Organizations
	a. Approval of Invoices for Food and Beverages in the Amount of $68.74; Invoices to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830    (Pages 63-68)
	b. Follow-Up Discussion Regarding the Meeting
	2. Review of Historic Preservation Award Applications; Commission Could Select Award Winner(s) (Pages 69-72)
	a. Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego) (Pages 73-85)
	b. Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence (111 W. Madison Street, Yorkville) (Pages 86-126)
	c. Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville) (Pages 127-132)
	d. Fern Dell School (Pages 133-137)
	e. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop (Pages 138-144)
	f. Bev Casey (Pages 145-151)
	g. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society (Pages 152-161)
	3. Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant (Pages 162-164)
	4. Discussion of Cemeteries (Pages 165-167)
	CORRESPONDENCE:
	1. February 19, 2022, Little White School Museum Press Release (Pages 168-170)
	PUBLIC COMMENT:
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