
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

111 W. Fox Street • Rooms 209 and 210 • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
October 17, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chair), Kristine Heiman, Marty 
Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of August 15, 2022 Meeting (Pages 3-30) 

Approval of Minutes of September 19, 2022 Gathering (Page 31) 
Approval of Minutes of October 8, 2022 Gathering (Pages 32-38) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Approval of Appointment of Elizabeth Flowers as Vice-Chair of the Kendall County Historic
Preservation Commission

2. Approval of Appointment of Eric Bernacki as Secretary of the Kendall County Historic
Preservation Commission

3. Follow-Up on August 2022 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups
a. Approval of Invoice for Food in the Amount of $41.38; Invoice to Be Paid from PBZ

Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 (Page 39)

4. Discussion of 2023 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups

5. Approval of Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Meeting Calendar (Page 40)

6. Discussion of CAMP Training (Pages 41-45)

7. Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards (Pages 46-49)

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County

(Pages 50-54)

2. Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant

3. Discussion of Cemeteries (Pages 55-56)

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. National Registry Additions From August 12, 2022 To August 18, 2022 (Pages 57-58)

2. Fern Dell Annual Meeting Email (Page 59)

3. Chapel on the Green Open House Email (Pages 60-61)
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4. September 19, 2022, Farnsworth House Email (Page 62) 

 
5. Fall 2022 Farnsworth House Newsletter (Pages 63-73) 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Fern Dell School 
302 Chicago Road, Newark, Illinois 

Fern Dell Museum 
9 Front Street, Newark, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
August 15, 2022-Unofficial Until Approved 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of the Fern Dell School 
Attendees and Commissioners toured the Fern Dell School starting at 6:05 p.m.   
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at the Fern Dell Museum at 6:29 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli 
(Chairman) 
Absent: Kristine Heiman 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Ken Itle, Jane Burke, Jeff Mathre, Chris Phillips, Paul Burd, 
Todd Milliron, Subash George, Jeanne Valentine, Lisa Wolancevich, Johanna Byram, Susan Kritzberg, Ken 
Donart, Jeff Farren, Mike Bortal, Bev Casey, Janet Blue, and Marilynn Thompson 
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the agenda as presented.  With a 
voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the minutes from the June 21, 
2022, meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli thanked Fern Dell for hosting.  He explained the purpose of the meeting and noted the 
County’s heritage.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Todd Milliron suggested having a local tractor show/parade. 
 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
Nomination of Officers for 2022-2023 
Member Flowers, seconded by Member Shanahan, nominated Member Bernacki to the position of Secretary.  
There were no additional nominations.   
 
Member Bernacki, seconded by Member Shanahan, nominated Member Flowers to the position of Vice-Chair.  
There were no additional nominations. 
 
The votes on the nominations will occur at the September meeting. 
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Discussion of Historic Survey Project and Request for Volunteers-Ken Itle from WJE  
Ken Itle from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. presented information on the historic structure survey.  He 
explained the project and plans to start the project in September.  He discussed the source material for the 
survey.  He also discussed the field work aspect of the project and the use of volunteers.   
 
Lyon Farm has histories of many families and farms. 
 
Mr. Itle discussed the deliverable from the project.   
 
The survey teams will be one (1) person from WJE and one (1) volunteer.  Surveys usually occur during the 
week, but can happen on a weekend.  He plans to survey fifteen (15) to twenty (20) sites per day.  Interested 
parties should reach out to Mr. Itle or Mr. Asselmeier.  There would be a training session in September.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier will do an email blast to the email list. 
 
Mr. Itle explained that the project is funded through a Certified Local Government Grant.  He explained how 
the grant was funded.  
 
Chairman Wehrli explained the plan to survey the other townships.   
 
Mr. Itle said that he would use archival photos as available.  He discussed how he determines the dates of 
photos.   
 
There were about two hundred forty (240) sites to examine.   
 
Mr. Itle said that he attempts to track where structures use to be located.  
 
Kendall Township would be surveyed first.  
 
Mr. Itle hopes to pick a date in September for the training.   
 
Concerns were expressed that some families would not be available in September due to harvesting.   
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Chairman Wehrli provided an update on the Commission’s work, but the Commission has not put anything 
together at this time.  The cemeteries have been identified.  Lisa Wolancevich said the Elmer Dixon at Lyon 
Farm has that information.  Johanna Byram discussed a group that identified veterans buried in Oswego.   
 
Updates from Historic Preservation Groups 
Mike Bortal, Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission, discussed having a CAMP organized hosted by the 
National Alliance of Preservation Commissioners.  They would finance the CAMP through a Certified Local 
Government Grant with financial assistance from local Certified Local Governments.  He discussed previous 
CAMPs and how CAMPs work.  The grant would be applied for in 2022 and the CAMP would occur in 2023.  
He requested that the Kendal County Historic Preservation Commission let him know, if the Commission was 
interested in participating.   He also provided information on the Bronk Farm.  He also discussed a rehabilitation 
grant in Plainfield for historic properties.   
 
Susan Kritzberg, Chapel on the Green, introduced Chapel on the Green representatives in attendance.  She 
discussed their wedding business.  They were working on a Network to Freedom grant.   
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Marilynn Thompson, Fern Dell, welcomed everyone to the Museum.  She discussed their fundraising activities 
and history of the organization. She introduced several board members in attendance.  She discussed activities 
at the Fern Dell School.  She discussed the importance of getting new people involved.  She discussed their plat 
book collection.  She thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  
 
Discussion occurred about educating children on the history of the area.   
 
Subash George, Oswego Preservation Commission, also discussed the importance of educating children.  He 
talked about partnering with the school district.   
 
Jeanne Valentine, Plano Historical Society, was close to getting a location.  She hoped that having a location 
will add new life to the organization.   
 
Lisa Wolancevich, Kendall County Historical Society, introduced members of the Society in attendance.  She 
discussed the repairs to roofs on several buildings at Lyon Farm.  She discussed the literary events at the 
Society.  She discussed the issues with the Illinois Department of Transportation regarding the expanding of 
Route 71.  She noted the donation from the Elmer Dixon estate; there will be celebration of life for Elmer Dixon 
and his wife this fall at Lyon Farm.  Their Fall Festival is September 24, 2022, and car show on September 25, 
2022, with tractors.  She requested attendees to submit names of families or notable citizens to celebrate at the 
Fall Festival.     
 
Susan Kritzberg, Chapel on the Green, stated they also received a donation from the Elmer Dixon estate and 
they were planning an event for the fall of 2022 to honor Mr. Dixon.     
 
Jane Burke, Naperville Preservation, discussed the mission of her organization.  She discussed a CAMP training 
that she previously attended.  She discussed the cataloguing for the first commercial residential subdivision in 
Naperville.  She also discussed two (2) threatened structures in DuPage County.   
 
Janet Blue and Bev Casey, Millington Historical Society, discussed the mission of their organization and their 
veterans’ wall.  They discussed the importance of networking and promoting through Facebook.   
 
As part of an effort to identify former business occupants in buildings in Yorkville, a request was made for 
phone books from the 1990s.   
 
Discussion occurred about notifying the libraries and the other museums about collections at the various 
museums.   
 
Jane Burke discussed the Suburban Preservation Alliance meeting, sponsored by Landmarks Illinois, which will 
be held on September 17, 2022, in Naperville.  She will send information to Mr. Asselmeier. 
 
Subash George said the Oswego Historic Preservation Commission was looking for members. 
 
Discussion of Upcoming Meetings with Historic Preservation Groups 
Chairman Wehrli indicated that another group meeting would occur in winter 2022-2023.   
 
Chairman Wehrli discussed having Commission meetings at sites in Kendall County to gain a greater 
understanding of Kendall County.  He asked attendees to send suggested meeting locations to Mr. Asselmeier. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
July 21, 2022 and August 7, 2022 Emails from Michael Bortel Regarding National Alliance of Preservation 
Commissions CAMP 
Commissioners reviewed the correspondence.   
 
August 1, 2022 Edith Farnsworth House Email Regarding New Exhibit Open August 7th  
Commissioners reviewed the correspondence.   
 
August 2022 Edition of The Bell Tower  
Commissioners reviewed the correspondence.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chairman Wehrli encouraged attendees to volunteer.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Chairman Wehrli thanked everyone for attending.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Enc. 
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Click to edit Master title style

www.wje.com

SOLUTIONS FOR THE BUILT WORLD

Rural Historic Structures Survey

August 15, 2022
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Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.
Kenneth Itle

Solutions for the Built World Page 2
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 Historical research
 Database development
 Mapping
 Field survey
 Report preparation

Rural historic structures survey
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Historical research

Solutions for the Built World Page 4
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Research materials
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Solutions for the Built World Page 6

Atlases and Plat Maps
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Solutions for the Built World Page 7

Atlases and Plat Maps
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Page 8

Research materials
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Database development

Solutions for the Built World Page 9
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Microsoft Access database
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Mapping

Solutions for the Built World Page 11
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 GIS stands for 
geographic information 
system, a computerized 
methodology for 
organizing data 
geographically.

 Combines database-like 
organization of 
information with 
coordinate information 
(latitude and longitude)

Solutions for the Built World Page 12

GIS
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Aerial photographs (1939 to present)
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Survey maps
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Field survey

Solutions for the Built World Page 15
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Field 
work

• Talk to 
owner/resident

• Gather any 
historical info

• Photograph 
each structure

• Make notes 
about building 
materials

23



Report preparation

Solutions for the Built World Page 18
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 Correlate historical research and field survey information
 Finalize database and mapping
 Assess significance: Potential National Register-eligible, potential 

local landmark, contributing, non-contributing
 Compile narrative summary report

Solutions for the Built World Page 19

Report preparation
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 Background and methodology
 Historic context

 History of local area in general
 Architectural context

 Styles and construction types, building types
 Survey summary

 Listing of potential landmarks
 Description of notable properties
 Tabulated survey results

Solutions for the Built World Page 20

Typical report contents
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Solutions for the Built World Page 21
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 Record of existing conditions
 Overview of history and historic themes
 Identification of potential landmarks or districts

Solutions for the Built World Page 22

Outcomes

28



 Field survey team: 1 professional 
and 1 volunteer

 Typically survey on weekdays,
9:00 to 5:00

 Estimated 158 sites in Kendall 
Township and 80 sites in Bristol 
Township. Estimated 16 to 20 days 
of field work.

 10 or more volunteers needed!

Solutions for the Built World Page 23

Volunteers Needed!
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Matthew H. Asselmeier, Senior Planner

Kendall County Planning, Building & Zoning

111 West Fox Street

Yorkville, IL  60560

(630) 553-4139

masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov

Kenneth Itle, Associate Principal

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.

330 Pfingsten Road

Northbrook, IL  60062

(847) 753-6465

kitle@wje.com

Solutions for the Built World Page 24

Volunteers Needed!
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

September 19, 2022-Unofficial Until Approved 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m.   
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary) and Kristine Heiman 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Due to an absence of a quorum, the meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner   
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
9:00 a.m. 

October 8, 2022-Unofficial Until Approved 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary) and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman and Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Ken Itle, and Jeff Nakaerts 
 
No quorum was present.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
No vote on the agenda occurred.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
Historic Structure Survey Training  
Ken Itle, of Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE), explained the deliverables.  The deliverables are the 
narrative report and survey forms.  Mr. Itle explained the research methodology using plat maps and atlases.  He 
explained the importance of visiting each site, noting existing buildings, and noting building materials.  He 
provided a sample form for a site visit; the information is for the exterior only.  Foundations should be noted; 
every structure should be documented, if visible, including dog houses and swimming pools.       
 
Discussion occurred regarding pre-visit communication; a postcard could be mailed to property owners.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding steps for visiting a property, including knocking on the door and explaining the 
process.  If a property owner does not want you on the property, leave the property.  If the property has no 
trespassing signs and looks unfriendly, don’t go on the property.  Brochures will also be handed out onsite.   
 
Twelve (12) to fifteen (15) properties can be visited during one (1) day.  A site visit lasts between fifteen (15) 
and thirty (30) minutes, starting around 9:00 a.m.  There would be sixteen (16) total days to survey both 
townships.  Volunteers would be asked to help between three (3) and five (5) days.  Discussion occurred 
regarding how volunteers and WJE staff coordinate visits.  The hope is to have the field work completed by 
Christmas.   
 
Mr. Itle explained which properties were identified for surveying, including churches, cemeteries, and small 
bridges.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding why Bristol and Kendall Townships were selected and the plans to do the other 
townships.  Discussion occurred regarding WJE’s surveys in Will County.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding Boulder Hill and the history of Bristol Township.     
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Mr. Asselmeier will give Mr. Itle the Commission’s previous site pictures.   
 
Attendees reviewed Mr. Itle’s planning map.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding how to handle dogs when visiting a property.   
 
The group left at 9:36 a.m. for the Harris Forest Preserve at 10460 Route 71, Yorkville. 
 
Site Visit for Survey Practice 
The group started surveying the Harris Forest Preserve at 10460 Route 71, Yorkville, at 9:49 a.m.  Member 
Bernacki did not attend the practice.   
 
Chairman Wehrli explained the history of the Forest Preserve.  Mr. Nakaerts explained the history of the 
fairgrounds property. 
 
Mr. Itle discussed techniques for taking pictures.   
 
Visits will be cancelled if it is raining. 
 
Mr. Itle explained what to note when examining a structure, including roof, siding, and foundation.  Windmills 
are considered buildings.  
 
Only one (1) crew would be out per day doing surveys.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding how the sled hill came into existence.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Attendees completed the practice at 10:17 a.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Enc.  
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10460 Illinois Route 71

Surveyor(s) KMISurvey Date 10/8/2022

Property Name George W. Harris Farmstead

PIN No. 05-08-127-001

KENDALL TOWNSHIP HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY

802

Township T36N Range R7E

Section 8 Parcel

Historic Use Agricultural

Current Use Forest Preserve

Orientation North

Significance

Fieldnotes

Now owned by Kendall County Forest Preserve District: 

Harris Preserve

Crib barn

Roof Type Gambrel

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1920s

Foundation Material(s) Concrete

Wall Material(s) Sheet metal

Roof Material(s) Sheet metal

Significance Contributing

Notes Cupola at ridge; lean-to addition at west side

Metal building

Roof Type Gable

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1970s

Foundation Material(s) None

Wall Material(s) Sheet metal

Roof Material(s) Sheet metal

Significance Non-contributing

Notes Morton
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10460 Illinois Route 71

Surveyor(s) KMISurvey Date 10/8/2022

Property Name George W. Harris Farmstead

PIN No. 05-08-127-001

KENDALL TOWNSHIP HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY

802

Toilet building

Roof Type Shed

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1970s

Foundation Material(s) Concrete

Wall Material(s) Sheet metal

Roof Material(s) Sheet metal

Significance Non-contributing

Notes

Pump house

Roof Type Gable

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1970s

Foundation Material(s) Concrete

Wall Material(s) Concrete masonry

Roof Material(s) Asphalt shingle

Significance Non-contributing

Notes At edge of pond

Recreation building/shelter

Roof Type Gable

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1970s

Foundation Material(s) Concrete

Wall Material(s) Plywood siding

Roof Material(s) Asphalt shingle

Significance Non-contributing

Notes
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10460 Illinois Route 71

Surveyor(s) KMISurvey Date 10/8/2022

Property Name George W. Harris Farmstead

PIN No. 05-08-127-001

KENDALL TOWNSHIP HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY

802

Water tank

Material(s) Concrete

Notes Adjacent to windmill

Windmill

Material(s) Steel frame, concrete foundation

Notes Blades and tail still present; concrete capped well 

below.
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10460 Illinois Route 71

Surveyor(s) KMISurvey Date 10/8/2022

Property Name George W. Harris Farmstead

PIN No. 05-08-127-001

KENDALL TOWNSHIP HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY

802

Additional Structures

(3) Picnic shelters (1990s; early 2000s; 2006)

Toilet buildings (circa 2005-2006)

1870 George W. Harris

1922 G. W. Harris estate

1955 Mrs. Mary W. Harris

1958 Merrill Harris

1964 Merrill Harris

1967 Kendall County Forest Preserve

History Notes

Historically part of farmstead site 502. One other historic 

outbuilding was removed after 2002.

Farmstead Owner, per Historic Maps and Directories

1903 George Harris

1998 Harris Forest Preserve

1932 George W. Harris estate

1970 Kendall County Forest Preserve

2012 Harris Forest Preserve

1982 Kendall County Forest Preserve

1980 Kendall County Forest Preserve

1988 Kendall County Forest Preserve

1994 Harris Forest Preserve

2002 Harris Forest Preserve

2017 Harris Forest Preserve

1917 dir. Frank G. Harris, wife May Waite; children 

Ina, Merrill, Ora; owner 135 acres, George 

Harris estate; resident since 1868

2008 Harris Forest Preserve

1975 Kendall County Forest Preserve

1941 F. G. Harris

1951 Mrs. Mary W. Harris

1859 William Harris

1977 Kendall County Forest Preserve

2014 Harris Forest Preserve
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
KENDALL COUNTY 

**KENDALL COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION** 
 
Notice is hereby given that the Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
shall hold their regularly scheduled meetings for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 on the 
following dates at 6:00 p.m.  
 
December 19, 2022 
January 17, 2023 (Tuesday)         
February 21, 2023 (Tuesday) 
March 20, 2023        
April 17, 2023           
May 15, 2023       
June 20, 2023 (Tuesday) 
July 17, 2023  
August 21, 2023       
September 18, 2023 
October 16, 2023    
November 20, 2023 

 
Questions can be directed to the same department, telephone (630) 553-4139. 
Fax (630) 553-4179.  All interested persons may attend and be heard. 

 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend these County 
meetings, please contact the Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 
24-hours prior to the meeting time. 

 
 
JEFF WEHRLI, CHAIRMAN 
KENDALL COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
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From: MICHAEL BORTEL
To: VALERIA TARKA; DANIEL SEGGEBRUCH; JAYNE M. BERNHARD; Matt Asselmeier
Cc: JONATHAN PROULX; JAKE MELROSE; SUZANNE DERRICK
Subject: [External]Commission Assistance & Mentoring Program (CAMP)
Date: Sunday, August 7, 2022 2:30:45 PM
Attachments: HPC - 2017 CAMP PROPOSAL.docx

CAUTION - This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning, 

Let me introduce myself - I am the Chair of the Plainfield Historic Preservation
Commission and I tried to call all of you on Friday afternoon, August 5 to speak to you
about the possibility of co-sponsoring a CAMP on Historic Preservation in 2023 with
Plainfield's Historic Preservation Commission for you, your Commissioners and other
staff interested in learning more about historic preservation. 

I was able to speak to Jayne Bernhard, the staff person at Joliet and Valeria Tarka,
the new staff person at Oswego & introduced myself to both of them & told them that I
would be sending out this email to the four area historic preservation Commissions -
Joliet, Kendall County, Oswego & Will County. I have previously spoken to Matt
Asselmeier & attended several meetings with the Kendall County HPC before they
became one of Illinois' newest CLG communities & have spoken & worked with the
new Chair of the Will County HPC, Dan Seggebruch. 

I was appointed to Plainfield's Historic Preservation Commission in the Fall of 2004
after having retired from teaching high school for 34 years. My wife & I built a new
house in Plainfield & moved there in 2002. As a teacher, I taught World History, World
Geography, U.S. History & World Cultures. I was appointed Vice-Chairperson & was
the only retired member of the Commission. Because of my interest in history, my
research into local properties became valuable for the Commission & I have
continued to pursue that passion & try to educate local residents about preservation &
dispel pre-conceived & misinformation about historic preservation when ever & where
ever possible. Initially I was a novice when it came to historic preservation however
through mentoring by the Commission's former Chair & attending meetings & CAMPs
I have become more knowledgeable & passionate about the subject. Since most of
my Commissioners have full-time jobs & I am retired, I have considerably more time
to do research where needed for the Commission, co-write Landmark nominations &
work with our Staff on preservation business.

I attended my first CAMP training session at the 2013 all-day Illinois State Convention
for preservation in Evanston and in the Spring of 2015, Plainfield & Will County co-
sponsored a CAMP at the I & M Canal Office in Lockport on a Saturday morning
which is the home of the Will County Historical Society.  In 2017, Plainfield, Will
County & Joliet sponsored another CAMP in downtown Plainfield at the 1892 Masonic
Block Building. We had Commissioners & Staff from those 3 Commissions, plus other
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Commissioners from Kankakee, Oswego, Lockport & Kendall County. Both CAMPs
lasted all day with lunch & were partially paid by a CLG Grant from the State &
National Park Service with the remainder paid by the 3 attending Commissions.

I recently spoke to Marie Snyder, the Program Manager for the National Alliance of
Preservation Commissions (NAPC) to inquire about the cost of having a CAMP next
year. The cost for a 2023 face-to-face CAMP with 3 presenters from NAPC covering
6 topics (plus we can choose those topics) that fits best with the needs of our
Commissions would be $7,000 & a CLG grant in the past covered 70% of the cost or
$4,900 & the remaining $2,100 would be oaid by the 3 Commissions at $700 each &
if we had 4 or 5 commissions attending, that cost would be lower. Camps normally
accommodate 30 & extra attendees would pay $35 each plus the cost of lunch - but
we will worry about that later since our previous experiences has been that not all
Commissioners/staff are able to attend either during the week or wish to give up a
Saturday since most Commissioners work full-time during the week. I do know that in
Plainfield we have 2 new Staff & possibly 1 new Commissioner & our Commission
was recently been reduced to 7 from 9 & I believe that Oswego also has a
Commission of 7, Kendall County has 6, Joliet & Will County each have 9. 

Right now I am asking which Commissions might be interested in co-
sponsoring with Plainfield to create a CAMP Meeting in 2023?  - Send me an
email or give me a call on my cedll.            I have also attached a copy of the 2017
Camp proposal

Three other notes for interested Chairs/Staff - 

1. Landmarks Illinois is sponsoring a meeting of the Suburban Preservation Alliance
on Saturday, September 17 in Naperville at 9 - 11 am. The meeting is free & this is an
    attempt to get this organization back on track. If you are interested you should
contact Bonnie McDonald at LandmarksIllinois.org - 
-(bmcdonald@landmarksillinois.org -
    312-515-1545) & mention that you would like to attend.

2. For those of you who are not familiar with NAPC - National Alliance of
Preservation Commissions & their CAMPs or website, I offer you this......NAPC can
provide
    additional digital copies of their Alliance Review - NAPC quarterly journal to
your Commission members & there are individual memberships as well as 
    memberships for the City or Village Commission;  NAPC, P.O.Box 1011,
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23451 - 757-802-4141;  napcommissions.org You can
also reach 
    out to Marie Snyder - marie@napcommission.org - Program Manager
& Stephanie Paul - stephanie@napcommissions.org - Program Director - both
can be 
    reached at 757-802-4141

3. Also Commission members & Staff may want to join The National Trust for
Historic Preservation - they have a quarterly magazine celebrating preservation &
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locally they
    have been instrumental in putting the Farnsworth House in Plano, IL back in
order after recent floods few years ago. If you have never visited this historic house,
you should!
                                                                                                  SavingPlaces.org

Mike Bortel
Chair - Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission
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2017  CAMP  PROPOSAL 
Plainfield, Joliet, Will County Historic Preservation Commissions 

 
 
Timeline: 
 
We have secured a site to host the 2017 CAMP presentation – we will use the second floor of the 1892 Masonic 
Block Building in Plainfield’s Downtown Historic District which was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in September 2013. The building was built by the Masons, who are still the owners – 
construction was begun in March 1892 and completed in November 1892. The building was recently restored to 
its original 1892 appearance and was designated a local Village Landmark in October 2014. 
 
For lunch we would like to walk the attendees and CAMP personnel over to the recently restored 1899 Opera 
House and eat in the restaurant that occupies the second floor of the 1899 building along with the 2016 addition 
that houses the kitchen, bathrooms, elevator and offices 
 
 
Particpants: 
 
The three Historic Preservation Commissions listed above have agreed to sponsor a Commission Assistance & 
Mentoring Program (CAMP) for 2017. Each Commission has 9 members plus a staff person to provide 
logistical support and who acts as a Liaison between the Commission and their local Governmental body to 
which they provide the necessary expertise in historic preservation. There are a total of 30 possible participants 
that could ideally be included in the CAMP presentation, however it is unlikely that a date for our proposed 
CAMP could possibly accommodate every member. Once the date has been set, the chairs of each Commission 
can poll their members to ascertain the number of Commissioners that can attend and should we have less than 
30 participants, we will reach out to other area local Historic Preservation Commissions and invite their 
members to fill our quota of 30 participants for this CAMP: 
 
                    Oswego HPC    Kendall County HPC     Lockport HPC      Naperville HPC  
 
                    Aurora HPC     Kane County HPC         St. Charles HPC   Geneva  HPC 

 
In April 2015, the Historic Preservation Commissions of Will County and Plainfield sponsored a CAMP in 
Lockport at the I&M Canal Office which is the home of the Will County Historical Society. Five 
Commissioners from Plainfield attended that CAMP and 3 other Commissioners had attended the CAMP 
program at the State Conference held in Evanston in 2013. Within the past eighteen months, the Plainfield 
Historic Preservation Commission has added two new Commissioners and has gained a new Staff person who 
has very limited formal training in Historic Preservation after our previous staff person took a new position in 
Antioch, Illinois. Our Commissioners who have attended these CAMP presentations have learned a great deal 
and are willing to attend these programs provided they can adjust their schedules; thus we have a need and are 
hoping to get everyone on board with this Camp. The Joliet HPC is looking for a new planner/secretary and 
hopefully their new hire might be onboard when we convene this CAMP and their current staff person along 
with their Commissioners would also benefit. The Staff Person for Will County HPC worked with the Plainfield 
HPC to set up the Spring 2015 conference and when we received the email notifying the CLG Commissions of 
this CAMP opportunity, we agreed to look for a third local sponsor and ask our Commissioners if they might be 
interested in attending. 
 
 
 

44



 
 
Budget: 
 
The 3 sponsoring Commissions will equally share the 30% local share expense of the CAMP  or $700 each and 
each Commission’s attending participants will have their meals paid by their respective communities; the cost 
for each meal would be between $10 - $20 each. The probabilities exist that we would need to invite additional 
Commissioners from neighboring CLG communities to reach our quota of 30 participants since finding that 
date when all Commissioners would be available on any given Saturday. We would invite Commissioners from 
those Commissions listed under Participants to give them the opportunity to benefit from this experience and 
have their Community pay for their individual Commissioner’s workshop fee and lunch 
 
 
CAMP  Topics: 
 
Based on a list of programs and topics listed on the website for CAMP, it seems appropriate that the CAMP 
personnel could cover these topics for our personalized day-long program: 
 
                   CAMP  CORE 
 

1. Building Public Support 
2. Standards & Guidelines 
3. Hands on Design Review Exercise 
4. Procedures & Process Sessions 
5. CAMP for Real Estate Professionals 

 
 
 
 
Staff Personnel: 
 
Jonathan Proulx, Plainfield Senior Planner – 815-609-6139 – jproulx@goplainfield.com 
Michael J. Schwarz, Joliet Planning Director – 815-724-4041 – mschwarz@jolietcity.org  
Janine Wilkosz, Will County Preservation Manager – 815-774-7896 – jwilkosz@willcountylanduse.com  
 
 
Contact person: 
 
Mike Bortel, Chairman of Plainfield HPC –   
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Annual Kendall County Historic Preservation Awards 
MAIL NOMINATION FORM TO:  
Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
111 W. Fox Street 
Yorkville, IL  60560 
EMAIL NOMINATION FORM TO: 
Matt Asselmeier, 
masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov 

___________________________________________________________ 

A recognition of properties that have undergone recent exterior and/
or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, adaptive use, or 
sympathetic additions as well as for people or groups that exhibit 
dedication to the field of historic preservation or for sites that 
possess importance to the history of Kendall County, State of Illinois, 
or the United States. 

DEADLINE: February 28, 2023-4:00 pm 
Street address:  

Current property owner: ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic name and/or original owner (if known):____________________________________________________ 

Current use:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic use: ___________________________________________________________ 

Year built (if known): ___________________________________________________________ 

Year rehabilitated, renovated, restored (if known): _________________________________________________ 

Architectural style / form (if known):  ___________________________________________________________ 

Reason for nomination: Please provide a short description, between 50 and 500 words, explaining the project or person 
being nominated. The statement should clearly identify the purpose and scope of work, unusual challenges or innovative 
approaches, sensitive treatment of historic fabric, long-term impact and any other information that supports the 
nomination as being exceptional. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Images: Please provide a minimum of five photographs or quality digital photographs in .jpg format on a CD ROM, flash 
drive, or by email highlighting the project. Before and after pictures are encouraged.  

Submitted by:________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone: _____________________________ Email: _______________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Annual Historic Preservation Award 

Application for Award Nomination Announcement: 

Deadline for nomination:  

Date of HPC Review:  

Date of final selection: 

Award given:  

January 13 and February 14

February 28 by 4:00 pm

March and April HPC Meetings. 
HPC shall be provided with applications prior to 
the March meeting for their review 

April HPC meeting 

Second May County Board meeting

How the final selection will occur. The HPC will review the nominations at their March and April 

meetings and make a final selection at their April meeting.  The Secretary of the HPC will notify award 

recipient(s) by May 1. The Kendall County Board will bestow the award via a proclamation at their

second May meeting, which typically occurs the third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.

Physical Description of Award: At a minimum, the recipient will receive a certificate, which will be 

bestowed at the County Board meeting. The HPC also aspires to provide award recipients with a small 
sign that they could place on their property. County staff is still researching whether the HPC has funds 
to purchase signs annually for this program.  If the County does not have funding for this, donations 
may be sought.  

Aluminum garden flags cost around $70 Wooden garden flags cost around $25

Nomination Procedure: Each nomination must include a completed application form and a minimum 

of five photographs or quality digital photographs.  Applications will be available on the County’s

website as well as in hard copy form at Planning, Building and Zoning Department at 111 W. Fox Street 
in Yorkville.
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Award categories and number of awards to be given: Nominations may be for a structure (residential 
or commercial) that has undergone exterior or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, 
adaptive reuse, landscape restoration or sympathetic additions OR for a person or group that exhibits 
dedication to the field of historic preservation OR for a site that possesses importance to the history of 
Kendall County, State of Illinois, or the United States.

The HPC reserves the right to offer one or more awards based on the quality of submitted nominations. 

The HPC also reserves the right to offer zero awards.  

Award designation may simply be: “2023 Historic Preservation Award (s),” “Person of the Year,” or
“Project of the Year.”  

Examples

 “2023 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the restoration of the home at ____

 “2023 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the adaptive reuse of the building at ____

 “2023 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the sympathetic building addition at ____

Award Review and Selection Criteria: 

Preservation/Restoration 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– Historic character and features of the property shall be retained and preserved.

– Features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property shall be retained.

– Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.

– Original materials shall be retained (example: slate roof repair/replacement, removal of artificial

siding, repair/restoration of wood siding).

– Historic materials and features shall be repaired rather than replaced.

– When material is replaced, the new shall match the old in composition, design, color and

texture.

– Landscape and site features original to the site shall be preserved.

Architecturally Compatible New Addition: 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.

– The new work shall be differentiated from the old but shall be compatible with the historic

materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the

property and its environment.
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HPC Commissioner Award Selection Procedure

 Meeting: Each Commissioner secretly ranks applications by number of applications. For

example, if there are 7 applications then you they are ranked 1-7 with #1 being the highest

ranking.

 Rankings are discussed.
 Recommendation made on number of awards to be bestowed followed by a recommendation

and formal vote on awardees.

 A tie may result in a second vote for one.
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[3]
 Name on the Register Image  

City 
or 

Town 

1 Bristol Congregational Church 

 

 More images 

107 W. Center St.,  
41°38′51″N 88°26′50″W 

Yorkville 

2 Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 
Railroad Depot  

 More images 

101 W. Main St. 
41°39′44″N 88°32′17″W 

Plano 

3 Evelyn Site  

Midway between Newark and 
Lisbon Center Rds., east of Big 
Grove Rd.[5] 

41°31′49″N 88°30′26″W 

Newark 

4 Farnsworth House 

 

 More images 

14520 River Rd. 
41°38′15″N 88°32′07″W 

Plano 

5 Kendall County Courthouse 

 

 More images 

109 W. Ridge St. 
41°38′25″N 88°26′53″W 

Yorkville 
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[3]
 Name on the Register Image  

City 
or 

Town 

6 Plano Hotel 

 

 More images 

120 W. Main St. 
41°39′44″N 88°32′21″W 

Plano 

7 Reorganized Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints  

 More images 

304 S. Center Ave. 
41°39′33″N 88°32′09″W 

Plano 

8 Albert H. Sears House 

 

 More images 

603 E. North St. 
41°39′55″N 88°31′49″W 

Plano 

9 Lewis Steward House 

 

 More images 

611 E. Main St. 
41°39′54″N 88°31′47″W 

Plano 

10 Yorkville School 

 

 More images 

201 W. Center St. 
41°38′52″N 88°26′53″W 

Yorkville 
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20 Historic sites to be marked 
Kendall County Record 

July 1, 1976 

 

Plaques will be placed at 20 locations in Kendall County this year marking important 

spots in county history. 

 

In Yorkville, a plaque will be placed on the lawn of the County Office Building marking 

the spot the time capsule is buried. 

 

The site of the first Kendall County Courthouse will be marked with a plaque. The home 

of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Ketchum now stands on the property at the northeast comer of 

State Street and Fox Road in Yorkville. A private dwelling on the site was rented shortly 

after Kendall County was formed in 1841. At the time, $30 was set aside for fitting up the 

courthouse. The original building consisted of a brick basement and a frame second story. 

It was tom down in 1898. That first courthouse, which housed county government until 

1845, was the scene of the county's first murder trial and also the only slave auction in 

the county. 

 

A plaque honoring the first mill in the county will be placed in the Yorkville City Park 

where that mill's stone now sits. The mill was started by John Schneider in 1834 along 

the Blackberry Creek. 

 

The Yorkville Congregational Church, West Center Street, Yorkville, will be marked 

with a plaque as the oldest standing church in the county. The church traces its history 

back to early settlers in Pavillion in 1834. The present sanctuary of the church was 

dedicated in June 1855. 

 

A plaque will also be placed on the Kendall County Record building, 222 S. Bridge St., 

Yorkville. It is the oldest existing business in the county. John R. Marshall printed the 

first issue of the Record on May 7, 1864 in the building, which now houses the Variety 

Shop. In 1868, he built the present building. Marshall's son, Hugh, and grandson's, John 

and Robert, published the paper until 1966, when it was sold to Howard Pine. Present 

owners are Jeff and Kathy Farren. Among early items in the Record were Civil War news 

and black-bordered pages announcing the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln in 

April, 1865. 

 

A plaque in Oswego will mark it as the oldest village. It was laid out in 1835 by L.F. 

Arnold and L.B. Judson, who planned to name it Hudson. The name was changed in a 

vote by early settlers, some of whom were from Oswego, N.Y. 

 

Oswego was the county seat from 1845 to 1864. Petitions had been sent to the state 

legislature asking for the change in January 1845 and in an election Sept. 1, 1845, 

Oswego received a majority of the votes for county seat. A contract was let to Luke W. 

Swan for the construction of a courthouse there, which was paid off in 1852. By 1859, 
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pressure grew to move the county seat to a more central location and in 1862 a site in 

Yorkville was chosen. The move was completed in 1864 after which the Oswego 

courthouse building was used as a village hall and later a school. Now the site is the 

location of the post office, bank and city park. Both Oswego plaques are at this site. 

 

Two Indian reservations will be marked with Boulders, the Waish-kee-shaw in NaAuSay 

and Mo-ah-way in Oswego Township. Waish-kee-shaw, a Potowatomi, was the wife of 

David Laughton who it is believed settled in the county about 1828. She was granted one 

and a half section at or near the source of the Aux Sable Creek in an 1829 treaty. Mo-ah-

way was granted one quarter section adjoining the north edge of Waish-kee-shaw land in 

the same treaty. There is no information available now on Mo-ah-way, but it is believed 

that the name was a woman's. 

 

The Chicago to Ottawa Trail will be marked with a plaque on the Ray Vickery farm on 

Chicago Road in Seward Township. This stagecoach route was established by Dr. John L. 

a weekly stage from Chicago to Galena through Little Rock. That route "is marked with a 

plaque on the Charles O. Smith property on Galena Road. 

 

The home of Jean Morrison, Joliet Road, Lisbon, will be marked with a plaque, as it was 

once a stagecoach stop. 

 

The V. F. W. hall in Plattville site will be marked as the site of the National Guard 

Armory. 

 

Representatives of the Underground Railroad In Kendall County who lived in Lisbon will 

be commemorated at the Lisbon Grade School. Some of the early families believed to 

have worked on the underground were Bushnell, Kendall, Hills, Russell, Kellogg, 

Holderman, Sherrill, Wright, Caton and Moore families. 

 

A plaque to mark the site of the first settlers’ cabin, built by Robert Beresford, will go on 

the Gerald Vogen farm In Section 31 of Big Grove Township, in the far southwest comer 

of the county. Beresford arrived in the county in 1826 and settled In Holderman's Grove. 

 

Another plaque has been dedicated at the Pearl Coomer home, 102 Van Buren in Newark, 

the site of the first store in the county. The store was opened by George Hollenback in 

1831. Called Hollenback's Trading Post, it was burned down during the Blackhawk War. 

 

The first schoolhouse in the county was opened in a log cabin at Pavillion in 1834. 

Classes were taught by C.B. Alvard. The plaque to mark this first school will be at the 

site of Pavillion. 

 

A plaque will be placed on the Plano Molding building in Plano because the company 

had its beginnings in the early reaper company in the county's first factory. 

 

WSPY’s radio station will have a plaque as the county's first radio station. 
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The Illinois Midland Railroad, which ran for two miles between Newark and Millington 

In about 1917, will be marked with a plaque. 
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WEEKLY LIST OF ACTIONS TAKEN ON PROPERTIES: 8/12/2022 THROUGH 8/18/2022  
  
Effective (4/10/20), the National Register program launched an electronic-only submission process for the 
duration of the COVID-19 situation while our staff and the staff of our preservation partners engage in 
extended telework operations. Instructions for (1) the organization of submissions and (2) how to access 
and upload submissions via the designated FTP site were distributed to recipients of this distribution list 
and posted on the National Register Website landing page at 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/index.htm  
  
KEY: State, County, Property Name, Address/Boundary, City, Vicinity, Reference Number, NHL, 
Action, Date, Multiple Name  
  
ILLINOIS  
Motor Row, Chicago, Illinois MPS,  
MC100008000,  
COVER DOCUMENTATION APPROVED, 8/15/2022  
  
ILLINOIS, COOK COUNTY,  
Chicago Vocational School,  
2100 East 87th St.,  
Chicago, SG100007996,  
LISTED, 8/15/2022  
  
ILLINOIS, COOK COUNTY,  
James E. Plew Building,  
2635-2645 South Wabash Ave.,  
Chicago, MP100007999,  
LISTED, 8/15/2022  
(Motor Row, Chicago, Illinois MPS)  
  
ILLINOIS, JO DAVIESS COUNTY,  
Bishop’s Busy Big Store-Lyric Opera House,  
137 North Main St.,  
Elizabeth, SG100008001,  
LISTED, 8/15/2022  
  
ILLINOIS, KANE COUNTY,  
Crego, George M., Farm,  
3S854 Finley Rd.,  
Sugar Grove vicinity, SG100007994,  
LISTED, 8/15/2022  
  
ILLINOIS, KENDALL COUNTY,  
Downtown Oswego Historic District,  
Roughly bounded by one-half blk. north of Jackson St., the alleys immediately west and east of Main St., 
and one-half block south of Washington St.,  
Oswego vicinity, SG100007995,  
LISTED, 8/15/2022  
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Key to Prefix Codes:   
  
AD - Additional documentation  
BC - Boundary change (increase, decrease, or both)  
FD - Federal DOE property under the Federal DOE project  
FP - Federal DOE Project  
MC - Multiple cover sheet  
MP - Multiple nomination (a nomination under a multiple cover sheet)   
MPS - Multiple Property Submission  
MV - Move request  
NL - NHL  
OT - All other requests (appeal, removal, delisting, direct submission)  
RS - Resubmission  
SG - Single nomination  
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From: Susan Kritzberg
To: Matt Asselmeier
Subject: [External]OPEN HOUSE at the Chapel on the Green
Date: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 1:03:26 PM

CAUTION - This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

Hello Matt,

Attached is an invitation to join the Chapel on the Green for an OPEN HOUSE on September 25, 2022 from 1 - 3 p.m.
We will be honoring the late Elmer G. Dickson, and recognizing his generous financial contribution to the Chapel.

Please share this invitation with others in your department - or anyone you may know who is interested in historic preservation here in Kendall
County. We look forward to seeing you there!

Best Regards,
Susan Kritzberg
Chapel on the Green, nfp
107 W. Center St.
Yorkville, IL 60560
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From: Edith Farnsworth House
To: Matt Asselmeier
Subject: [External]Fall For Farnsworth
Date: Tuesday, September 20, 2022 5:01:18 PM

CAUTION - This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

EdithFarnsworthHouse_LOGO_K_reduced.gif

 

Fall 2022 Newsletter
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Fall for Farnsworth
Late summer through the fall is a perfect time to visit Edith Farnsworth House as the fullness of
nature surrounds you at every turn! Our one-mile Main Trail Loop is a perfect place to get in your
steps, with the Visitor Center and the House located at each end. Along the way, you’ll discover
Rob Roy Creek and our savanna restoration project, beautiful river views, benches, and picnic
tables – and art installations by David Wallace Haskins, our 2022 Creative in Residence. A
wonderful new gallery exhibition and our annual Family Day are just two more reasons to visit!

Click Here to Plan a Visit

 

Autumn Experiences
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Side by side photos of a portion of Edith Farnsworth House and Image Continuous

New Art Installations by David Wallace Haskins

In addition to the magnificent “Image Continuous” reflective sculpture located in a woodland
clearing between the House and the Visitor Center, our current Creative in Residence, David
Wallace Haskins, has installed an original Windchime overlooking the Fox River, and a sound
installation, “The Memory of Glass” inside the Edith Farnworth House. Landscape + Light
formal opening—including the world premiere of Image Continuous—will take place
September 25 and we invite you to join us for this opening event. Extend the experience with
David Wallace Haskins October 22 for an enlightening and engaging Artist Talk you won't want
to miss. (Limited tickets for the October 22 event will be
available at https://edithfarnsworthhouse.org/upcoming-events/ late September)

Click Here to RSVP for the September 25 Opening

 

 

Roger Brown and
Miesian Metropolitanism

Chicago artist Roger Brown (1941-1997)
and architect Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
(1886-1969) most likely never met – but
Mies’s overwhelming presence in late-20c
Chicago influenced Brown’s work – in
part, due to the admiration of Mies held
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by Brown’s partner, the architect George
Veronda (1940-1984). Thoughtful
composition and careful restraint
characterizes the work of Mies and
Brown, who were both enamored by the
grit and promise of late-industrial era
Chicago. Brown’s work exudes the
overwhelming melancholy and caricaturist
wit of fin de siècleChicago, and gradually
criticizes Miesian uniformity and ubiquity
as the postmodern era arrives. This
fascinating exhibition is a must-see! Join
us for a related event,The Art of
Collecting: An Evening of Roger
Brown, at Hindman Auctions in
Chicago’s West Loop office, on Thursday
evening, September 22. 

 

Click Here for The Art of Collecting: An Evening of Roger Brown
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Family Day Returns on Sunday, October 2!
Our annual outdoor Family Day is back--with nature, art, and architecture for the entire family!
Join us for s'mores, hands-on activities for kids, a scavenger hunt, family fall photo opportunity in
front of the house, and more! The Edith Farnsworth House will even be open for walkthroughs!
Pre-registration recommended, but walk-ins welcomed day-of. Children must be accompanied by
an adult. “Big kids” (13 and over) are $15; children under 12 are free. (Note: Guided Tours of
Edith Farnsworth House are not included but are available for purchase at 10am and Noon that
day. Go to: https://edithfarnsworthhouse.org/tours/)

Click Here for Family Day Tickets 

 

Experience the relationship of Edith Farnsworth House with its natural areas and landscape on a
leisurely autumn stroll through the grounds Saturday October 15 at 10am. We will discuss the
history of the site, the ideas of the Lanning Roper landscape plan, and explore the tensions and
dynamism between the built space and the natural space. Discover the subtle beauty of the
interaction of the architecture with the river, trees, and wildflowers. Limited tickets for this event
are $10 each and sell out quickly! Children must be accompanied by an adult. (Note: Guided
Tours of Edith Farnsworth House are not included but are available for purchase at 10am, 12pm,
and 2pm that day. Go to: https://edithfarnsworthhouse.org/tours/)

Click Here for Fall Landscape Walk Tickets
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New in the Farnsworth Shop
 

Canvas Tote Bag, Metallic Leaves, and Tin of Drinking Tea from Museum Shop

Just in time for cool fall days, we have several new architecture and design books, logo totes
and knit beanie hats, some gorgeous modernist decorative objects and accessories from our
consignment partner, Able Shoppe, and some characteristically British teas and souvenirs in
honor of Lord Peter Palumbo and our 2022-23 thematic focus, “Every Line is a Decision.” And,
as always, we have a selection of cotton tees and jumpers – including the classic “Edith
Farnsworth House” line drawing, and sturdy ceramic mugs, for your holiday gift-giving. Not sure
what to get the architecture- and design-lover in your life? Why not an Edith Farnsworth House
gift certificate that can be used for tours and merchandise! And yes, you can also Shop Online
and we will ship!

 

Mod&Merry Cocktail Parties Are Back!
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People gathered at a winter holiday themed party inside Edith Farnsworth House

Our fifth annual Mod&Merry Holiday House will debut on Friday, December 2. Be among the first
to see the Edith Farnsworth House dressed in holiday décor while enjoying libations and hors
d'ouevres. Holiday House Parties were sold out in 2018 and 2019, so get your tickets soon for
either Friday evening, December 2 or Saturday evening, December 3. Tickets are $100/person
and will be available for online purchase mid-late September. (Note: To view dates and times for
Guided Tours of the 2022 Mod&Merry Holiday House please visit :
https://edithfarnsworthhouse.org/tours/)

Click Here for Mod & Merry Tickets Mid-Late September

 

 

Current Exhibitions
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Now Inside the House:
Every Line Is A Decision

The Edith Farnsworth House
is furnished as it was in 1999
– when owned by the British
nobleman, Lord Peter
Palumbo. From 1972-2003,
the Palumbo family enjoyed
the house as part of their
American country place –
including use as a guest
house for many visiting artists
and sculptors. The family
added a boathouse,
swimming pool, tennis court,
gardens and riding trails to
the Farnsworth property – as
well as many sculptures,
which were later moved to
their home in Pennsylvania.
Explore this fascinating
chapter in the history of the
Edith Farnsworth House and
for art enthusiasts look for our
new in-depth art tours coming
soon!

David Wallace Haskins:
Landscape + Art

Our 2022 Creative in
Residence, David Wallace
Haskins, has created a
striking centerpiece for the
woodland clearing located
between the Edith Farnsworth
House and the Visitor Center.
“Image Continuous” borrows
the name of one of Dr.
Farnsworth’s poems, and also
pays homage to Lord
Palumbo’s former sculpture
collection. This work captures
the ever-changing sky and
reflects its natural
surroundings, engaging
viewers in a cinematic way.
Make plans to visit this and
for David’s next installation,
this fall! 

Roger Brown & Miesian
Metropolitanism

Midcentury art and
architecture are too often
studied separately. In the
case of Roger Brown and
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe,
the cultural influences and
societal undercurrents acting
on these great Chicago
Modernists brought their work
closer together. This
exhibition will put their work
side by side to provide a fresh
perspective on the aesthetic
interplay and philosophical
crosscurrents that informed
the careers of two of the 20th
century’s most distinctive
creative minds. This includes
Brown’s piece, “Me’s Modern
City: View from the Veronda,”
INSIDE the Edith Farnsworth
House! Exhibit open through
November 27, 2022.

 
 

 

Support Edith Farnsworth House Historic Site
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A Chicagoland treasure since 1951 and part of the nonprofit National Trust for Historic
Preservation since 2003, this architectural icon is a celebrated milestone in the ongoing history
of modern design! Beyond its heritage as one of only three single-family homes in the United
States designed by Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, its legacy for current and future generations is
based on an appreciation for nature and the innate human need for places to relax, reflect, and
refresh body, mind, and spirit.

In 2022, we have improved our trails and sixty-acre naturalistic landscape, mounted three new
exhibitions and a new interpretive wall, refurnished the house to its 1999 appearance as part of
“Every Line is a Decision” – and have welcomed visitors from across the country and around the
world! Offsite programs in Chicago and Palm Springs reached new audiences and our nearly
30,000 social media followers enjoy new content almost daily. In 2023, we will celebrate the 20th

anniversary of becoming a public site, with many new programs and events!

Please make a tax-deductible donation to support ongoing preservation and
programming by contributing to our Fall Appeal.

Donate Now

 

Preserve & Grow History!
Donations of $100 and above will receive a set of (20) authentic
heirloom bulbs divided at the Edith Farnsworth House. Planted ca.
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1980, these bulbs are of English origin, imported by Lord Peter
Palumbo, second owner of Farnsworth. This is a very old variety,
brought to commerce in Britain ca. 1700 but first described by
Theophrastus in 320 BC.

Donate Now

 

Thank You, Thank You!
 

All gifts of support, large and small, are sincerely appreciated but we would especially like to
thank the following supporters for their generosity during the last year:

$10,000+
William Forrest and Mark Smithe
Barbara Nitchie Fuldner
G. Carl Ball Family Foundation
Hursthouse Landscape Architects†
Glen Johnson
Margot and Thomas Pritzker Family Foundation
Richard Marritt
National Trust for Historic Preservation – Interpretation & Exhibitions Fund
Martin L.J. Newman
John K. Notz, Jr.
Oscar Isberian Rugs†
US Forest Service - State and Private Forestry Grant

$1000-$9999
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Air
Edgar H. Bachrach
Bang & Olufsen, Inc.†
Diane Barrowman and David Trollope
Gregory Beard and Elizabeth Higgins Beard
Prudence Beidler
Philip Burton
Chicago Bauhaus & Beyond
Susan M. Davis
Barbara C. and Thomas E. Donnelley
Jean A. Follett-Thompson
Philip Gefter and Richard Press
Paul and Dedrea Gray
Illinois Arts Council Agency
Leonard Koroski
Dirk Lohan
Modernism Week†
National Trust for Historic Preservation – African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund
National Trust for Historic Preservation – Historic Sites Archaeological Fund
National Trust for Historic Preservation – Joe and Marge Grills Landscape Fund
National Trust for Historic Preservation – Where Women Made History Campaign
Brien M. O'Brien
Carlos Quezada-Gomez
Peter and Hayat Palumbo†
Norman and Helene Raidl
Roger Brown Study Center†
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TrueLook, Inc.†
Albert Walavich
William Zbaren, Zbaroff†
 
† indicates in-kind gift of materials and/or services

 

Connect With Us
 

    

Edith Farnsworth House | edithfarnsworthhouse.org  | 630.552.0052

14520 River Rd, Plano, IL 60545

 

Visit our Website

 

Edith Farnsworth House | 14520 River Rd, Plano, IL 60545

Unsubscribe masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by farnsworthhouse@savingplaces.org in collaboration with

Try email marketing for free today!
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