
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

111 W. Fox Street • Rooms 209 and 210 • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
April 17, 2023 – 6:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chair), Kristine Heiman, Marty 
Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of March 20, 2023 Meeting (Pages 2-10) 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Discussion of Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2023

2. Approval of Two Plaques for Historic Preservation Awards and Related Invoice from Leo’s
Trophies, Gifts and Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $300.00; Related Invoice To Be
Paid from Historic Preservation Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) (Page 11)

3. Approval of Certified Local Government Annual Report (Pages 12-143)

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County

2. Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant

3. Discussion of Cemeteries (Pages 144-145)

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. March 21, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Survey (Pages 146-147)

2. March 24, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Plan Workshop 
(Pages 148-151)

3. March 28, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Survey (Pages 152-153)

4. March 30, 2023, Email Regarding New Exhibit at the Edith Farnsworth House 
(Pages 154-156)

5. April 6, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Plan Workshop in 
Chicago (Pages 157-160)

6. April 2023 Edition of The Bell Tower (Pages 161-164)

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting May 15, 2023 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Oswego Masonic Lodge 
71 Main Street, Oswego, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
March 20, 2023-Unofficial Until Approved 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, and Jeff Wehrli 
(Chairman) 
Absent: Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Anthony Mayer, Dan Koukol, Brock Bausman, and Ricky 
Jacobsen 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of Masonic Lodge 
Anthony Mayer, Dan Koukol, Brock Bausman, and Ricky Jacobsen led attendees on a tour of the Masonic 
Lodge.  They explained the history of the organization, the Mason’s charitable and service activities, and the 
history of the building.  The Lodge is probably the longest continually operating non-religious service 
organization in Kendall County. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
The agenda was approved without objection.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the minutes from the January 18, 
2023, meeting and February 15, 2023, meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli thanked the Masonic Lodge for hosting the meeting and explained the reasons why the 
Commission visits historic structures throughout the County.    

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of a Proclamation Declaring May Historic Preservation Month in Kendall County 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the proclamation.  With a voice 
vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  
 
The proclamation will be presented at the May 2, 2023, County Board meeting.  
 
Mr. Asselmeier would let the Commission know if a new theme is developed for the Historic Preservation 
Month.   
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OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of February 15, 2023, Meeting with Historic Preservation Organizations 
Follow-Up Discussion Regarding the Meeting 
Chairman Wehrli explained the purpose of the meeting.  The networking aspects of the meeting appeared to be 
working.  The consensus of the Commission was to have the meeting every six (6) months.   
 
Approval of Invoice for Food in the Amount of $42.78; Invoices to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s 
Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the invoice. 
 
The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Shanahan 
 
The motion carried. 
 
Review of Historic Preservation Award Applications; Committee Could Select Award Winners 
Lowell Mathre 
Stephenie Todd 
Dickson Building (101-109 S. Bridge Street, Yorkville) 
Attendees reviewed the applications and award criteria.  It was noted that the exterior renovations to the 
Dickson Building have not been completed. 
 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the award for Lowell Mathre.  
With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  
 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the award for Stephenie Todd.  
With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  
 
Mr. Asselmeier will get proofs and price quotes for the awards.  The intent is to present the awards at the May 
16, 2023, County Board meeting.  Mr. Asselmeier will confirm if the award winners or representatives of the 
award winners can attend the meeting.   
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
The consensus of the Commission was to continue meeting at historic locations.  Mr. Asselmeier will send an 
email to historic organizations asking for suggestions for meeting locations.  The Pickerall House did not meet 
the age requirement as historic.     
 
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Ken Itle discussing the field work.  Mr. Itle hopes to have draft documents 
to the Commission for the April meeting.   

Discussion of Cemeteries 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the binder from the Kendall County Historical Society.  Discussion occurred 
regarding how to publicize the information in the binder.  Chairman Wehrli will review the information 
contained in the binder. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
February 1, 2023, Email from Mike Bortel Pertaining to National Alliance of Preservation Commissions 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
February 1, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Regional Workshops in 
Bloomington and Marshall  
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
February 17, 2023, Email Pertaining to Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Virtual Public Workshop 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
February 28, 2023, Emails Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Regional Workshops in 
Rockford and Rock Island 
Commissioners reviewed the emails. 
 
February 27, 2023, Email From Mark Harrington Regarding Historic Preservation Groups 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 

 
April 22, 2023, Northern Illinois Regional History Conference 
Commissioners reviewed the information. 
 
March 9, 2023, Historic Preservation Plan Virtual Public Workshop Email 
Commissioners reviewed the email.  Member Heiman said people go on the website and make comments; she 
noted the need for a historic tax credit for historic homes.  Discussion occurred regarding the Rivers’ Edge Tax 
Credit.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier also provided an email dated March 17, 2023, regarding the Illinois State Historic Preservation 
Office Regional Workshop in Chicago on April 13, 2023.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:57 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Encs.  
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Historic Preservation Awards
If possible, to help keep costs down, payment by check is preferred.
Thank you!  We appreciate your business!

Customer Invoice Details Payment

Kendall County Planning, Building &
Zoning
masselmeier@co.kendall.il.us

PDF created April 3, 2023
$300.00

Due May 3, 2023
$300.00

Items Quantity Price Amount

Exempt 2 $120.00 $240.00

CAS186
Sign holder w/stem

Exempt 2 $12.00 $24.00

Outdoor Plate

Engraving 2 $18.00 $36.00

Subtotal $300.00

Total Due $300.00

Page 1 of 1

Leo's Trophies, Gifts & Engraving
36 E Railroad St
Sandwich, IL 60548-4068 United States
leostrophies@gmail.com | 815-786-7380

Invoice #3220

Issue date
Apr 3, 2023

Pay online

To pay your invoice go to https://gosq.me/u/aDfSrnXM  x

Or open the camera on your mobile device and place the QR code in the camera's
view.
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1. CLG Administration

CLG Annual Update Form

1. Certified Local Government:*

2. Completed by:*

3. Period of Review:*

4. List of current commission members and their email addresses:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

112



Yes No

Local Ordinance is
enforced:

A qualified commission
of members has been
appointed:

Copies of commission
minutes are sent to the
SHPO:

Comments:

5. CLG Administration:

6. Number of times the commission has met during the past 12 months:

7. Number of reviews of building and demolition permits conducted during the past 12 months:

8. Number of decisions appealed in the past year:

9. Number of project denials:

10. Average amount of time to close-out a Certificate of Appropriateness:

1

2

3

11. Link to all parts of ordinance relating to landmark designation and review process:

12. Any comments or additional information about CLG administration duties:

213



2. Survey and National Register of Historic Places

CLG Annual Update Form

Comments:

13. CLG review and comments of National Register nominations sent to SHPO within 60 day
comment period?

Yes

No

Not applicable (no nominations to review within this evaluation period)

14. Number of properties added to the state survey this past year:

15. Number of local landmarks designated (total):

16. Number of local landmarks added this past year:

17. How many parcels in the community contain locally landmarked properties?

18. Total number of parcels in your community:

314



3. Public Participation

CLG Annual Update Form

Comments:

19. The public is involved in the local preservation process, including the nomination of properties
to the National Register of Historic Places:

Yes

No

Comments:

20. Commission minutes are accessible to the public:

Yes

No

Comments:

21. Open meetings are conducted:

Yes

No

Comments:

22. Property Owners of proposed designations are notified for public hearing:

Yes

No

415



4. Education and Training Activities

CLG Annual Update Form

23. Number of historic preservation or CLG workshops or seminars attended in the past year by
CLG staff or commissioners:

24. Educational activities or projects sponsored by local government during the past 12 months:

25. Tell us about any concerns:

26. Tell us about the CLG's successes:

516
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

January 18, 2022  
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:20 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary) and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, and Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 

ADJOURNMENT 
Due to an absence of a quorum, the meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Little White School Museum 
72 Polk Street, Oswego, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
February 16, 2022

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m.   

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan, 
and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Lisa Wolancevich, Johanna Byram, Mike Bortal, Scott Gryder, 
Jeff Nakaerts, Subash George, Ed Hatteberg, Sarah Skilton, Jane Burke, Philip Buchanan, Ken Wolf, Ken 
Donart, Marilyn Thompson, Scott Gengler, Ruben Rodriguez, Mark Harrington, Ted Clauser, Kenneth Itle, 
Annie Jordan, and Jon Pressley (Attended Remotely) 

WELCOMING REMARKS  
Chairman Wehrli welcomed everyone and thanked everyone for attending.  

Attendees introduced themselves. 

Kendall County Board Chairman Scott Gryder thanked everyone for attending.  

Chairman Wherli thanked the Little White School Museum for hosting. 

Chairman Wherli discussed the history of Kendall County, importance of historic preservation, and the story of 
the creation of the Historic Preservation Commission.     

UPDATE FROM ILLINOIS HISTORIC PRESERVTION AGENCY 
Jon Pressley, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, discussed the effort of making Kendall County a Certified 
Local Government.  He also discussed the Certified Local Government Grant Program and the Amplifund 
Program.  All of the grants have been graded; there will be a meeting between the State and County on February 
17, 2022.  He noted an extension to complete the historic structure survey timeline.  He also discussed the 
Historic Preservation Fund.  He discussed future grant cycles.   

Chairman Wehrli asked if extra money would be available next year.  Mr. Pressley said there would be an extra 
year for completion, possibly June 30, 2022.  Extra money might be available.  Mr. Pressley said a new grant 
window would open around September. 

Mr. Pressley explained the types of projects funded by Certified Local Government Grants.  These projects 
included surveys, brochures, other public relations documents, camps for historic preservation commissions. 
He discussed cultural resource management hazard mitigation planning.   

PRESENTATION BY LITTLE WHITE SCHOOL MUSEUM 
Annie Jordan, Museum Manager of the Little White School Museum, provided a history of the building and the 
Oswegoland Heritage Association.  She also discussed historic preservation efforts in the Oswego area.  
Discussion also occurred regarding the windows of the building.  Discussion occurred regarding Museum’s 
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collection, how the Museum acquired items, and efforts to preserve items in the collection.  There are over 
thirty-four thousand (34,000) items in the Museum’s collection.  Discussion also occurred regarding the bell 
that used to be in the building when the structure was a church.  The church may have been moved to this 
location.  
 
Chairman Wehrli asked if the Museum had an additional location to display their collection.  Ms. Jordan 
responded the Oswego Heritage Association owns the Stewart House, but there were not any plans to use that 
property for displaying artifacts.  The Museum was doing more programs in Downtown Oswego.  Discussion 
occurred regarding doing a traveling show and engaging youth.   
 
PRESENTATION ON HISTORIC STRUCTURE SURVEY 
Kenneth Itle, of Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc., discussed historic structure surveys, how they occur, and 
the deliverables of such surveys.  He also discussed the importance and roles of volunteers when doing a 
survey.  The focus of the project would be unincorporated Kendall and Bristol Townships.  The maximum 
number of volunteers would be around eight to ten (8-10) and the minimum number of volunteers needed would 
be around three to four (3-4).  The work would probably occur simultaneously in Kendall and Bristol 
Townships.  Discussion occurred regarding where the finished reports would be located.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier explained the that each township would be surveyed.  The results of the surveys would be used 
to create a Preservation Plan for the County.  He also explained the Commissions reasons for selecting Kendall 
and Bristol Townships.   
 
Few counties in Illinois have undertaken rural surveys.   
 
Mike Bortal, Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission, discussed surveys in the Plainfield area.  He also 
offered to write a landmark nomination for the Stewart Farmstead if the Oswego Heritage Association was 
interested.     
 
DISCUSSION OF VOLUNTEERS FOR STRUCTURE SURVEY 
Chairman Wehrli said the Commission would reach out to the network to ask for volunteers when the project 
reaches that point.   
 
DISCUSSION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS 
Mr. Asselmeier explained the historic preservation awards, including past award winners.  The application 
deadline is February 28th.  He also explained the process of selecting awards.  Awards may be granted to 
buildings, groups, and individuals.  Structures must be over fifty (50) years of age.     
 
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 
Ken Donart, Chapel on the Green, discussed the Chapel on the Green structure.  He noted that the Chapel 
received a COVID grant from the County.  There will be a memorial bench dedication for the Mantheis later 
this year.   
 
Subash George, Oswego Preservation Commission, discussed filling vacancies on the Oswego Preservation 
Commission.  He discussed engaging children in historic preservation.   
 
Ed Hatteberg, Norsk Museum, said funding was a problem.  He also said several board members have passed 
and there has been difficulty getting younger board members.  There will be a breakfast for the grand opening in 
June.  The Sons of Norway Polar Star Lodge will be hosting the Norwegian Dancers on March 6, 2022, at Cross 
Lutheran Church in Yorkville; the event is free.   
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Sarah Skilton, Oswego Library District, discussed their partnership with the Oswegoland Heritage Association.   
 
Mark Harrington discussed his background and the Sandwich Historical Society.  He discussed the possibility 
of doing a Museum Minute on WSPY Radio.  He discussed engaging children in historic preservation.  He 
discussed changes at museums; people seem to be more interested in history from the 1940s to 1980s.   
 
Marty Shanahan discussed the Grand Army of the Republic Museum.   
 
Lisa Wolancevich, Yorkville Historic Preservation and Kendall County Historical Society, discussed the Save 
the Kendall County Jail.  She discussed their library and assisting people with genealogical research.  They will 
have events April 14th.  Discussion occurred about Abraham Lincoln’s connections with Kendall County.  There 
will be an Easter egg hunt at Lyons Farm on April 16th. She also discussed the car show at the Lyons Farm in 
2021.   
 
Johanna Byram, Yorkville Historic Preservation and Kendall County Historic Society, discussed the challenge 
of engaging people and working with students in need of service hours.  She also discussed their digitizing 
project.   
 
Marilyn Thompson, Ferndell, said they were busy during COVID because people wanted to get out and do 
things when other places were closed.  She discussed the importance of having people sign the attendance 
sheets at events so that they can contacted for future activities.  She discussed the collections in their museum.  
She noted their blacksman’s shop was operating and that people love watching him work.  She noted the 
renovations to their buildings.  She also discussed their fundraising dinners.  She discussed children touring the 
museum and what the children like at the museum.  She discussed using social media for dialogue.   
 
Jane Burke, Naperville Historical Society, discussed historic preservation in Naperville and the need to preserve 
other structures outside of Naper’s Settlement.  She and Philip Buchanan were at the meeting to learn. 
 
Jeff Nakaerts, Dickson Murst Farm, explained the history of the organization.  He also explained farming 
activities and other related activities that occur on the property.   
 
Eric Bernacki discussed a Facebook group related to Mokena history.  He discussed historic cemeteries.  He 
also discussed development pressure at the Bronk farm.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Tina Beaird, Plainfield Historical Society.  The Plainfield Historical Society 
will reopen February 12, 2022, with new exhibits.  Discussion occurred regarding the Great Race which will be 
stopping in Plainfield on June 22, 2022.  The Plainfield Public Library will be adding historic newspapers to 
their website.   
 
DISCUSSION OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
Chairman Wehrli said the Commission hopes to have another group meeting this summer.  He hoped 
collaboration will increase.  He discussed finding the tombstone of Peter Minkler.  He also discussed witnessing 
youth talking with a Native American and the Hoover Forest Preserve.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Discussion occurred regarding the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence in 2026 and having a 
museum pass featuring each museum.  Discussion also occurred regarding museums adapting to new 
technology.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
None  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) 
ayes, the motion carried. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Encs. 
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A brief history of
Little White School Museum

Oswegoland Park District
Oswegoland Heritage Association

2022
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The End

© 2022 Oswegoland Heritage Association

52



53



54



 Historical research
 Database development
 Mapping
 Field survey
 Report preparation

Rural historic structures survey

55



56



57



58



Solutions for the Built World Page 7

Atlases and Plat Maps
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Microsoft Access database
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 GIS stands for geographic information system, a computerized methodology for 
organizing data geographically.

 Combines database-like organization of information with coordinate information 
(latitude and longitude)

Solutions for the Built World Page 12

GIS
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 Correlate historical research and field survey information
 Finalize database and mapping
 Assess significance: Potential National Register-eligible, potential 

local landmark, contributing, non-contributing
 Compile narrative summary report

Solutions for the Built World Page 18

Report preparation

70



 Background and methodology

 Historic context

 History of local area in general

 Architectural context

 Styles and construction types, building types

 Survey summary

 Listing of potential landmarks

 Description of notable properties

 Tabulated survey results

Solutions for the Built World Page 19

Typical report contents
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 Record of existing conditions
 Overview of history and historic themes
 Identification of potential landmarks or districts

Solutions for the Built World Page 21

Outcomes
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

March 21, 2022 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the agenda as presented.  With a 
voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the minutes from the December 
20, 2021, meeting, January 18, 2022, gathering, and February 16, 2022, meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli noted the Commission had good nominations for awards.  He said that it was great to see the 
involvement of the various groups. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
None 

OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of February 16, 2022, Meeting with Historic Preservation Organizations  
Approval of Invoices for Food and Beverages in the Amount of $68.74; Invoices to Be Paid from PBZ 
Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the expenditure.  With a voice vote 
of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   

Follow-Up Discussion Regarding the Meeting 
Discussion occurred regarding the acoustics in the meeting room.  Member Bernacki was happy to hear that the 
Kendall County Historical Society has a scanner.  Chairman Wehrli was glad to see attendees networking with 
each other and having people from Naperville attending the meeting.   

The consensus of the Commission was to have another group meeting in six (6) months.  Discussion occurred 
regarding the location of the summer meeting.  An award winner could be a host for the summer meeting.   
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Discussion occurred regarding the various museums in the area and the historic organizations listed on the 
County website.   

Discussion occurred regarding having a Commission meeting at PrairieFest and having a booth at the Kendall 
County Fair.  Discussion occurred about displaying the structure surveys at an event.     

Review of Historic Preservation Award Applicants; Commissions Could Select Award Winner(s) 
Commissioners reviewed the criteria for selecting awardees.   
 
It was noted that the plaque for last year’s winner cost approximately One Hundred Sixty-Three Dollars ($163) 
and the Commission has approximately Four Hundred Thirty-Dollars ($431) remaining in the budget.     
 
Commissioners reviewed the following applications: 
 

a. Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego) 
b. Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence (111 W. Madison Street, Yorkville) 
c. Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville) 
d. Fern Dell School  
e. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop 
f. Bev Casey 
g. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society 

 
It was noted that the nominations of Bev Casey and Yorkville Historic Preservation Society were for groups or 
individuals and the other applications were for structures.   
 
Member Bernacki noted that Fern Dell School and Misner Blacksmith’s Shop were ongoing projects.  The other 
projects were recent renovations.   
 
Discussion occurred about visiting the various nominees.   
 
The rankings were as follows: 
 

Structures 
a. Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence (111 W. Madison Street, Yorkville)  
b. Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville)-Tie 
c. Fern Dell School-Tie 
d. Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego) 
e. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop 

Individuals and Groups 
f. Bev Casey 
g. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society 

 
The consensus of the Commission was to visit the Union School and Fern Dell School. 
 
The consensus of the Commission was to give at least one (1) award for structure and one (1) award for an 
individual or group.   
 
The final vote would occur at the April meeting. 
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Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the change to the timeline for completing the project as requested from the Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency.  The new completion deadline is June 30, 2023.  No new update was provided 
from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding the possibility of grant funding for the 2023 Certified Local Government Grant 
application cycle.       
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Commissioners reviewed the list of cemeteries and several civil war soldiers buried at the Bronk Cemetery.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier will reach out to the Kendall County Historical Society regarding the information owned by the 
Elmer Dixon Library to see if a cost exists for publicizing their information.  The Commission would like the 
information in advance of Memorial Day to honor veterans.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
February 19, 2022, Little White School Museum Press Release 
Commissioners reviewed the press release. 
 
Member Bernacki left the meeting at this time (6:55 p.m.). 
 
Mr. Asselmeier will email the picture referenced in the press release, which is attached to these minutes.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of three (3) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Enc.  
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

April 18, 2022 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman) and Kristine Heiman 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the agenda as presented.  With a 
voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the minutes from the March 21, 
2022, meeting.  With a voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Recommendation of a Proclamation Declaring May Historic Preservation Month in Kendall County 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the proposed proclamation.  He noted the theme changed from previous years. 

Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to recommend approval of the 
proclamation.  With a voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

The proclamation will go to the County Board on May 3, 2022.  

Discussion of a Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2022 
The consensus of the Commission was to have a group meeting in the summer. 

Possible locations include the winery on Plattville Road, the Walker’s banquet facility on Ashley Road, one (1) 
of the museums in Newark, the Stone Church in Plano, the historic hotel in Plano, tours of the Historic Jail and 
Sheriff’s Residence, and the Kohlhammer Barn.  The consensus of the Commission was to ask Commissioners 
to bring suggested locations to the May meeting.   

OLD BUSINESS  
Review of Historic Preservation Award Applicants; Commissions Could Select Award Winner(s) 
It was noted that the plaque for last year’s winner cost approximately One Hundred Sixty-Three Dollars ($163) 
and the Commission has approximately Four Hundred Thirty-Dollars ($431) remaining in the budget.     
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The rankings from the previous meeting were as follows: 
 

Structures 
a. Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence (111 W. Madison Street, Yorkville)  
b. Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville)-Tie 
c. Fern Dell School-Tie 
d. Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego) 
e. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop 

Individuals and Groups 
f. Bev Casey 
g. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society 

 
Discussion occurred regarding whether or not interiors were considered part of the “finished” project, 
particularly in relation to the Kohlhammer Barn.   
 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to grant awards to the Historic Yorkville 
Jail and Sheriff’s Residence and Bev Casey.  With a voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier will contact Leo’s Trophy and Gifts for a price quote on the plaques.  He will also contact 
award winners to see if they were available to attend the May 17, 2022, County Board meeting.   
 
A letter to the other submittals will also be prepared.   
 
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
The funding for the project was listed as a capital project and not included in the Commissioner’s line item in 
the Planning, Building and Zoning Department’s budget.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier presented an update from the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency.  The County should have 
additional information in the next couple weeks.   
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Mr. Asselmeier will reach out to the Kendall County Historical Society regarding the information owned by the 
Elmer Dixon Library to see if a cost exists for publicizing their information.   
 
No Commissioner had visited a cemetery.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
April 2022 Edition of The Bell Tower 
Commissioners reviewed newsletter. 
 
Discussion occurred about the urban barn bus tour in Oswego.   
 
April 6, 2022 National Impact Agenda Email 
Commissioners reviewed the email.  
 
Edith Farnsworth House Spring 2022 Newsletter  
Commissioners reviewed the email.  
 
Mr. Asselmeier provided a second email from the Farnsworth House requesting donations.   
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Discussion occurred about plans to raise the Farnsworth House, but no updated information was available.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chairman Wehrli suggested having Commission meetings rotate among various historic properties in the 
County.  This topic will be further discussed at the May meeting.   
 
Member Bernacki is reading a history of Will County during the Civil War.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding property that the Plano School District owns south of the Maramech Forest 
Preserve.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of three (3) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Enc.  

  

81



82



83



HPC Meeting Minutes 5.16.22 Page 1 of 2 

KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

May 16, 2022 
CALL TO ORDER 
Secretary Eric Bernacki called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Kristine Heiman, and Marty Shanahan 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman) and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) and Johanna Byram 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda as presented.  With a 
voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the April 18, 
2022, meeting.  With a voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Secretary Bernacki noted that Chairman Wehrli was absent due to family health reasons.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of Plaque for Historic Preservation Award and Related Invoice from Leo’s Trophies, Gifts and 
Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $150.00; Related Invoice To Be Paid from Historic Preservation 
Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the invoice.  The invoice was for the award for the plaque for the Yorkville Jail and 
Sheriff’s residence only.  The cost was less than last year’s invoice because the design for the logo was not 
needed.   

Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to pay the invoice.  With a voice vote of 
three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
Commissioners seemed open to the idea of meeting at other locations.  Discussion occurred about the Open 
Meetings Act requirements for the meeting.  The Farnsworth House and Kohlhammer Barn were selected as the 
top two (2) places to meet.  The consensus of the Commission was to have the June meeting at the Farnsworth 
House.  If the Farnsworth House was unavailable, the meeting would occur at the Kohlhammer Barn.  If both 
the Farnsworth House and Kohlhammer Barn were unavailable, the meeting would be in the County 
Boardroom.  Commissioners also requested a short presentation from the host discussing the history and 
happenings at the property.    Commissioners also wanted to know from Chairman Wehrli how frequently he would like 
to have meetings at historic locations.   
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Discussion of June Meeting Date  
Mr. Asselmeier noted the next meeting date is June 21, 2022, which is a Tuesday because of Juneteenth.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of Preservation Award for Beverly Case 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that several people wanted to surprise Ms. Casey with the award.  She was unavailable 
to attend the May 17th County Board meeting.  At this point, Ms. Casey would not be available until July.  Mr. 
Asselmeier will check to see if the County Board was having two (2) meetings in July.  Once the date is set, Mr. 
Asselmeier will contact Leo’s Trophy and Gifts to have the plaque made.   
 
Discussion of a Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2022 
The Commission reviewed the properties on the National Register of Historic Places.  Following the second 
public comment portion of the meeting (see below), the consensus of the Commission was to have the meeting 
at either the Fern Dell Museum or the one (1) room school house museum.  The Millington Newark Chapel at 
the cemetery was the second choice.  The Stone Church in Plano was the third choice.  The meeting date would 
be August 15th at 6:00 p.m.  The historic structure survey would be a topic of discussion.   
 
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Commissioners reviewed the grant.  The proposal and the contract with WJE are currently under review at the 
State’s Attorney’s Office. 

Discussion of Cemeteries 
Commissioners reviewed an email related to the Elmer Dixon Library; the information is copyrighted.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding getting a list of service members buried in Kendall County. The aim would be to 
have the list by Memorial Day 2023.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
May 10, 2022 Email from Lisa DiChiera Regarding Historic Preservation Awards 
Commissioners reviewed the email.   
 
May 5, 2022 and April 21, 2022 Emails from Lisa Wolancevich Regarding Historic Preservation Awards 
Commissioners reviewed the emails.   
 
Discussion occurred about organizations getting awards in the future.   
 
Discussion occurred about using some of the Commission’s budget for the volunteers for the survey.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Johanna Byram suggested Fern Dell’s one (1) room school house and the Millington Newark Chapel at the 
cemetery.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of three (3) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner   
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Edith Farnsworth House 
14520 River Road, Plano, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
June 21, 2022 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan 
(Arrived at 7:14 p.m.), and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) Carolyn Lioce, and Scott Mehaffey 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda with an amendment to 
move the Tour of the Edith Farnsworth House to after the first item of Old Business.  With a voice vote of four 
(4) ayes, the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the May 16, 2022, 
meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli said the Commission needs to visit historic site in Kendall County on a more frequent basis. 
Discussion occurred regarding the logistics of having a meeting at locations other than the County Office 
Building.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of Plaque for Historic Preservation Award and Related Invoice from Leo’s Trophies, Gifts and 
Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $150.00; Related Invoice To Be Paid from Historic Preservation 
Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) and Discussion of Preservation Award for Beverly Casey 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the invoice.  The invoice was for the award for the plaque for Beverly Casey and was 
the same price as the plaque for the Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s residence.   

Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to pay the invoice.  The votes were as 
follows: 

Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Shanahan 

Mr. Asselmeier said the plaque would be presented at the July 19, 2022, County Board meeting. 
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OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
Commissioners discussed other meeting locations.  The Kohlhammer Barn, Gaylord House, Dickson-Murst 
Farm, Plano Railroad Station, Plano Hotel, and the Historic Courthouse were mentioned as possible locations. 
 
The consensus of the Commission was to have meetings at historic locations as frequently as possible. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier will prepare a list of suggested locations.  These locations will include organizations/structures 
that are on the notification list of historic groups in Kendall County and properties listed on the National 
Register of Historic Preservation.  Mr. Asselmeier will also bring the list of plaque locations from the 
bicentennial.   
 
The consensus of the Commission was to have the July 18, 2022, meeting at the Kohlhammer Barn (19 North 
Street, Oswego), at 6:00 p.m.  If the Kohlhammer Barn is unavailable, the meeting will be in the County 
Boardroom.     

NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of the Edith Farnsworth House 
Attendees toured the Edith Farnsworth House. 
 
Without objection, the agenda was amended to move the item pertaining to the Certified Local Government 
Grant to the next item on the agenda.   
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
The invitation to bids has been published.  Bid closing is June 29, 2022, and bid opening is June 30, 2022.  In a 
perfect world, the grant and contract with the consultant would be approved by the County Board on July 19, 
2022.   

Member Bernacki left at this time (7:13 p.m.). 

Discussion of a Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2022 at Fern Dell 
Discussion of August 15, 2022, Group Meeting Agenda 
The meeting would be at Fern Dell and would include a tour of the school house. 
 
Member Shanahan arrived at this time (7:14 p.m.). 
 
The consensus of the Commission was to have Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE) attend and give a 
presentation on the role of volunteers, the expectations of WJE’s services, and WJE’s expectations of 
volunteers.  The tour, WJE’s presentation, and the roundtable discussion would be the agenda items for the 
meeting.    
 
Review of Invitee List 
Commissioners reviewed the list. 
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Other Meeting Logistics 
Mr. Asselmeier said that the Commissioner had approximately Ninety Dollars ($90) remaining after paying for 
the plaque for Beverly Casey.  The Commission spent approximately Sixty-Nine Dollars ($69) for the previous 
group meeting.  The consensus of the Commission was to have more water instead of coffee and to have a 
variety of cookies.  Chairman Wehrli will bring a cooler with ice.   
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Commissioners discussed the information owned by the Elmer Dixon Library; the information is copyrighted.   
 
Commissioners discussed the cemetery on the River Road outside of Plano.   
 
Chairman Wehrli will contact the Veterans’ Assistance Commission to see if they have a list of gravesites of 
veterans in Kendall County.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Building Code on Main Street Webinar 
Commissioners reviewed the email.   
 
May 20, 2022 Oswego Historic District Meeting Letter 
Commissioners reviewed the letter. 
 
May 27, 2022, June 5, 2022, and June 10, 2022 Edith Farnsworth House Emails 
Commissioners reviewed the emails.   
 
Emails Regarding Section 106 Review at Lyon Farm 
Commissioners reviewed the emails.  Commissioners lamented the late date of receiving this request for review 
and information.  Chairman Wehrli noted that the maps were available from the State; he will review those 
maps.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner   
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Fern Dell School 
302 Chicago Road, Newark, Illinois 

Fern Dell Museum 
9 Front Street, Newark, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
August 15, 2022 

NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of the Fern Dell School 
Attendees and Commissioners toured the Fern Dell School starting at 6:05 p.m.   

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at the Fern Dell Museum at 6:29 p.m.   

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli 
(Chairman) 
Absent: Kristine Heiman 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Ken Itle, Jane Burke, Jeff Mathre, Chris Phillips, Paul Burd, 
Todd Milliron, Subash George, Jeanne Valentine, Lisa Wolancevich, Johanna Byram, Susan Kritzberg, Ken 
Donart, Jeff Farren, Mike Bortal, Bev Casey, Janet Blue, and Marilynn Thompson 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the agenda as presented.  With a 
voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the minutes from the June 21, 
2022, meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli thanked Fern Dell for hosting.  He explained the purpose of the meeting and noted the 
County’s heritage.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Todd Milliron suggested having a local tractor show/parade. 

NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
Nomination of Officers for 2022-2023 
Member Flowers, seconded by Member Shanahan, nominated Member Bernacki to the position of Secretary. 
There were no additional nominations.   

Member Bernacki, seconded by Member Shanahan, nominated Member Flowers to the position of Vice-Chair.  
There were no additional nominations. 

The votes on the nominations will occur at the September meeting. 
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Discussion of Historic Survey Project and Request for Volunteers-Ken Itle from WJE  
Ken Itle from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. presented information on the historic structure survey.  He 
explained the project and plans to start the project in September.  He discussed the source material for the 
survey.  He also discussed the field work aspect of the project and the use of volunteers.   
 
Lyon Farm has histories of many families and farms. 
 
Mr. Itle discussed the deliverable from the project.   
 
The survey teams will be one (1) person from WJE and one (1) volunteer.  Surveys usually occur during the 
week, but can happen on a weekend.  He plans to survey fifteen (15) to twenty (20) sites per day.  Interested 
parties should reach out to Mr. Itle or Mr. Asselmeier.  There would be a training session in September.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier will do an email blast to the email list. 
 
Mr. Itle explained that the project is funded through a Certified Local Government Grant.  He explained how 
the grant was funded.  
 
Chairman Wehrli explained the plan to survey the other townships.   
 
Mr. Itle said that he would use archival photos as available.  He discussed how he determines the dates of 
photos.   
 
There were about two hundred forty (240) sites to examine.   
 
Mr. Itle said that he attempts to track where structures use to be located.  
 
Kendall Township would be surveyed first.  
 
Mr. Itle hopes to pick a date in September for the training.   
 
Concerns were expressed that some families would not be available in September due to harvesting.   
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Chairman Wehrli provided an update on the Commission’s work, but the Commission has not put anything 
together at this time.  The cemeteries have been identified.  Lisa Wolancevich said the Elmer Dixon at Lyon 
Farm has that information.  Johanna Byram discussed a group that identified veterans buried in Oswego.   
 
Updates from Historic Preservation Groups 
Mike Bortal, Plainfield Historic Preservation Commission, discussed having a CAMP organized hosted by the 
National Alliance of Preservation Commissioners.  They would finance the CAMP through a Certified Local 
Government Grant with financial assistance from local Certified Local Governments.  He discussed previous 
CAMPs and how CAMPs work.  The grant would be applied for in 2022 and the CAMP would occur in 2023.  
He requested that the Kendal County Historic Preservation Commission let him know, if the Commission was 
interested in participating.   He also provided information on the Bronk Farm.  He also discussed a rehabilitation 
grant in Plainfield for historic properties.   
 
Susan Kritzberg, Chapel on the Green, introduced Chapel on the Green representatives in attendance.  She 
discussed their wedding business.  They were working on a Network to Freedom grant.   
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Marilynn Thompson, Fern Dell, welcomed everyone to the Museum.  She discussed their fundraising activities 
and history of the organization. She introduced several board members in attendance.  She discussed activities 
at the Fern Dell School.  She discussed the importance of getting new people involved.  She discussed their plat 
book collection.  She thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  
 
Discussion occurred about educating children on the history of the area.   
 
Subash George, Oswego Preservation Commission, also discussed the importance of educating children.  He 
talked about partnering with the school district.   
 
Jeanne Valentine, Plano Historical Society, was close to getting a location.  She hoped that having a location 
will add new life to the organization.   
 
Lisa Wolancevich, Kendall County Historical Society, introduced members of the Society in attendance.  She 
discussed the repairs to roofs on several buildings at Lyon Farm.  She discussed the literary events at the 
Society.  She discussed the issues with the Illinois Department of Transportation regarding the expanding of 
Route 71.  She noted the donation from the Elmer Dixon estate; there will be celebration of life for Elmer Dixon 
and his wife this fall at Lyon Farm.  Their Fall Festival is September 24, 2022, and car show on September 25, 
2022, with tractors.  She requested attendees to submit names of families or notable citizens to celebrate at the 
Fall Festival.     
 
Susan Kritzberg, Chapel on the Green, stated they also received a donation from the Elmer Dixon estate and 
they were planning an event for the fall of 2022 to honor Mr. Dixon.     
 
Jane Burke, Naperville Preservation, discussed the mission of her organization.  She discussed a CAMP training 
that she previously attended.  She discussed the cataloguing for the first commercial residential subdivision in 
Naperville.  She also discussed two (2) threatened structures in DuPage County.   
 
Janet Blue and Bev Casey, Millington Historical Society, discussed the mission of their organization and their 
veterans’ wall.  They discussed the importance of networking and promoting through Facebook.   
 
As part of an effort to identify former business occupants in buildings in Yorkville, a request was made for 
phone books from the 1990s.   
 
Discussion occurred about notifying the libraries and the other museums about collections at the various 
museums.   
 
Jane Burke discussed the Suburban Preservation Alliance meeting, sponsored by Landmarks Illinois, which will 
be held on September 17, 2022, in Naperville.  She will send information to Mr. Asselmeier. 
 
Subash George said the Oswego Historic Preservation Commission was looking for members. 
 
Discussion of Upcoming Meetings with Historic Preservation Groups 
Chairman Wehrli indicated that another group meeting would occur in winter 2022-2023.   
 
Chairman Wehrli discussed having Commission meetings at sites in Kendall County to gain a greater 
understanding of Kendall County.  He asked attendees to send suggested meeting locations to Mr. Asselmeier. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
July 21, 2022 and August 7, 2022 Emails from Michael Bortel Regarding National Alliance of Preservation 
Commissions CAMP 
Commissioners reviewed the correspondence.   
 
August 1, 2022 Edith Farnsworth House Email Regarding New Exhibit Open August 7th  
Commissioners reviewed the correspondence.   
 
August 2022 Edition of The Bell Tower  
Commissioners reviewed the correspondence.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chairman Wehrli encouraged attendees to volunteer.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 
 
Chairman Wehrli thanked everyone for attending.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Enc. 
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Atlases and Plat Maps
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geographic information 
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work

• Talk to 
owner/resident

• Gather any 
historical info
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Report preparation
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 Correlate historical research and field survey information
 Finalize database and mapping
 Assess significance: Potential National Register-eligible, potential 

local landmark, contributing, non-contributing
 Compile narrative summary report
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 Background and methodology
 Historic context

 History of local area in general
 Architectural context

 Styles and construction types, building types
 Survey summary

 Listing of potential landmarks
 Description of notable properties
 Tabulated survey results

Solutions for the Built World Page 20

Typical report contents

112



Solutions for the Built World Page 21
113



 Record of existing conditions
 Overview of history and historic themes
 Identification of potential landmarks or districts
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 Field survey team: 1 professional 
and 1 volunteer

 Typically survey on weekdays,
9:00 to 5:00

 Estimated 158 sites in Kendall 
Township and 80 sites in Bristol 
Township. Estimated 16 to 20 days 
of field work.

 10 or more volunteers needed!
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Kendall County Planning, Building & Zoning

111 West Fox Street

Yorkville, IL  60560

(630) 553-4139

masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov

Kenneth Itle, Associate Principal

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.

330 Pfingsten Road

Northbrook, IL  60062

(847) 753-6465

kitle@wje.com

Solutions for the Built World Page 24

Volunteers Needed!

116



HPC Meeting Minutes 9.19.22 Page 1 of 1 

KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

September 19, 2022 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary) and Kristine Heiman 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 

ADJOURNMENT 
Due to an absence of a quorum, the meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
9:00 a.m. 

October 8, 2022 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary) and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman and Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Ken Itle, and Jeff Nakaerts 

No quorum was present. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
No vote on the agenda occurred. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW/OLD BUSINESS 
Historic Structure Survey Training 
Ken Itle, of Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE), explained the deliverables.  The deliverables are the 
narrative report and survey forms.  Mr. Itle explained the research methodology using plat maps and atlases.  He 
explained the importance of visiting each site, noting existing buildings, and noting building materials.  He 
provided a sample form for a site visit; the information is for the exterior only.  Foundations should be noted; 
every structure should be documented, if visible, including dog houses and swimming pools.       

Discussion occurred regarding pre-visit communication; a postcard could be mailed to property owners.  

Discussion occurred regarding steps for visiting a property, including knocking on the door and explaining the 
process.  If a property owner does not want you on the property, leave the property.  If the property has no 
trespassing signs and looks unfriendly, don’t go on the property.  Brochures will also be handed out onsite.   

Twelve (12) to fifteen (15) properties can be visited during one (1) day.  A site visit lasts between fifteen (15) 
and thirty (30) minutes, starting around 9:00 a.m.  There would be sixteen (16) total days to survey both 
townships.  Volunteers would be asked to help between three (3) and five (5) days.  Discussion occurred 
regarding how volunteers and WJE staff coordinate visits.  The hope is to have the field work completed by 
Christmas.   

Mr. Itle explained which properties were identified for surveying, including churches, cemeteries, and small 
bridges.   

Discussion occurred regarding why Bristol and Kendall Townships were selected and the plans to do the other 
townships.  Discussion occurred regarding WJE’s surveys in Will County.   

Discussion occurred regarding Boulder Hill and the history of Bristol Township.    
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Mr. Asselmeier will give Mr. Itle the Commission’s previous site pictures.   
 
Attendees reviewed Mr. Itle’s planning map.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding how to handle dogs when visiting a property.   
 
The group left at 9:36 a.m. for the Harris Forest Preserve at 10460 Route 71, Yorkville. 
 
Site Visit for Survey Practice 
The group started surveying the Harris Forest Preserve at 10460 Route 71, Yorkville, at 9:49 a.m.  Member 
Bernacki did not attend the practice.   
 
Chairman Wehrli explained the history of the Forest Preserve.  Mr. Nakaerts explained the history of the 
fairgrounds property. 
 
Mr. Itle discussed techniques for taking pictures.   
 
Visits will be cancelled if it is raining. 
 
Mr. Itle explained what to note when examining a structure, including roof, siding, and foundation.  Windmills 
are considered buildings.  
 
Only one (1) crew would be out per day doing surveys.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding how the sled hill came into existence.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Attendees completed the practice at 10:17 a.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Enc.  
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10460 Illinois Route 71

Surveyor(s) KMISurvey Date 10/8/2022

Property Name George W. Harris Farmstead

PIN No. 05-08-127-001

KENDALL TOWNSHIP HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY

802

Township T36N Range R7E

Section 8 Parcel

Historic Use Agricultural

Current Use Forest Preserve

Orientation North

Significance

Fieldnotes

Now owned by Kendall County Forest Preserve District: 

Harris Preserve

Crib barn

Roof Type Gambrel

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1920s

Foundation Material(s) Concrete

Wall Material(s) Sheet metal

Roof Material(s) Sheet metal

Significance Contributing

Notes Cupola at ridge; lean-to addition at west side

Metal building

Roof Type Gable

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1970s

Foundation Material(s) None

Wall Material(s) Sheet metal

Roof Material(s) Sheet metal

Significance Non-contributing

Notes Morton
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10460 Illinois Route 71

Surveyor(s) KMISurvey Date 10/8/2022

Property Name George W. Harris Farmstead

PIN No. 05-08-127-001

KENDALL TOWNSHIP HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY

802

Toilet building

Roof Type Shed

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1970s

Foundation Material(s) Concrete

Wall Material(s) Sheet metal

Roof Material(s) Sheet metal

Significance Non-contributing

Notes

Pump house

Roof Type Gable

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1970s

Foundation Material(s) Concrete

Wall Material(s) Concrete masonry

Roof Material(s) Asphalt shingle

Significance Non-contributing

Notes At edge of pond

Recreation building/shelter

Roof Type Gable

Date or Approx. Decade of Construction 1970s

Foundation Material(s) Concrete

Wall Material(s) Plywood siding

Roof Material(s) Asphalt shingle

Significance Non-contributing

Notes
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10460 Illinois Route 71

Surveyor(s) KMISurvey Date 10/8/2022

Property Name George W. Harris Farmstead

PIN No. 05-08-127-001

KENDALL TOWNSHIP HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY

802

Water tank

Material(s) Concrete

Notes Adjacent to windmill

Windmill

Material(s) Steel frame, concrete foundation

Notes Blades and tail still present; concrete capped well 

below.
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10460 Illinois Route 71

Surveyor(s) KMISurvey Date 10/8/2022

Property Name George W. Harris Farmstead

PIN No. 05-08-127-001

KENDALL TOWNSHIP HISTORIC STRUCTURES SURVEY

802

Additional Structures

(3) Picnic shelters (1990s; early 2000s; 2006)

Toilet buildings (circa 2005-2006)

1870 George W. Harris

1922 G. W. Harris estate

1955 Mrs. Mary W. Harris

1958 Merrill Harris

1964 Merrill Harris

1967 Kendall County Forest Preserve

History Notes

Historically part of farmstead site 502. One other historic 

outbuilding was removed after 2002.

Farmstead Owner, per Historic Maps and Directories

1903 George Harris

1998 Harris Forest Preserve

1932 George W. Harris estate

1970 Kendall County Forest Preserve

2012 Harris Forest Preserve

1982 Kendall County Forest Preserve

1980 Kendall County Forest Preserve

1988 Kendall County Forest Preserve

1994 Harris Forest Preserve

2002 Harris Forest Preserve

2017 Harris Forest Preserve

1917 dir. Frank G. Harris, wife May Waite; children 

Ina, Merrill, Ora; owner 135 acres, George 

Harris estate; resident since 1868

2008 Harris Forest Preserve

1975 Kendall County Forest Preserve

1941 F. G. Harris

1951 Mrs. Mary W. Harris

1859 William Harris

1977 Kendall County Forest Preserve

2014 Harris Forest Preserve
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
9:00 a.m. 

October 15, 2022 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: None 
Absent: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan, 
and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner), Ken Itle, Susan Kritzberg, and Jeff Farren 

No quorum was present. 

Ken Itle, of Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE), explained the deliverables.  The deliverables are the 
narrative report and survey forms.  Mr. Itle explained the research methodology using plat maps and atlases.  He 
explained the importance of visiting each site, noting existing buildings, and noting building materials.  He 
provided a sample form for a site visit; the information is for the exterior only.   

Discussion occurred regarding pre-visit communication; a postcard could be mailed to property owners.  

Discussion occurred regarding steps for visiting a property, including knocking on the door and explaining the 
process.  If a property owner does not want you on the property, leave the property.  If the property has no 
trespassing signs and looks unfriendly, don’t go on the property.  Brochures will also be handed out onsite.   

Twelve (12) to fifteen (15) properties can be visited during one (1) day.  A site visit lasts between fifteen (15) 
and thirty (30) minutes, starting around 9:00 a.m.  There would be sixteen (16) total days to survey both 
townships.  Volunteers would be asked to help between three (3) and five (5) days.  Discussion occurred 
regarding how volunteers and WJE staff coordinate visits.  The hope is to have the field work completed by 
Christmas.   

The group then visited the Harris Forest Preserve at 10460 Route 71, Yorkville. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Attendees completed the practice at 10:00 a.m.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Enc. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

October 17, 2022 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan, 
and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda. With a voice vote of 
five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the minutes from the August 15, 
2022, meeting, the September 19, 2022, gathering, and October 8, 2022, gathering.  With a voice vote of five 
(5) ayes, the motion carried.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of Elizabeth Flowers as Vice-Chairman of the Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the appointment of Elizabeth 
Flowers as Vice-Chairman of the Commission.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 

Approval of Eric Bernacki as Secretary of the Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the appointment of Eric Bernacki as 
Secretary of the Commission.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried.  

Follow-Up of August 2022, Meeting with Historic Preservation Organizations  
Approval of Invoice for Food in the Amount of $41.38; Invoices to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s 
Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the expenditure. 

The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (5):  Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, Shanahan, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Absent (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
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The motion carried.  

Member Heiman apologized for missing the meeting; she plans to visit Fern Dell.     

Member Flowers and Chairman Wehrli felt the meeting was good.   

Chairman Wehrli felt the meeting was useful for networking purposes.   

Member Bernacki discussed the importance of organizations sharing artifacts and information.   

Discussion of 2023 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups 
The consensus of the Commission was to have a group meeting on February 15, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  

A topic could be the new historic district in downtown Oswego.  

The Church of the Good Shepard in downtown Oswego was suggested as a possible meeting location.  The 
Gaylord House was mentioned as a possible meeting location.  The Stone Church in Plano was mentioned as a 
possible location.  The old jail was also mentioned as a possible location; concerns were expressed about having 
a room at this location that could hold everyone.  Mr. Asselmeier was directed to reach out to the Church of the 
Good Shepherd, the Village of Oswego, and the historic preservation groups for possible meeting locations.   

Approval of Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Meeting Calendar 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the calendar with amendments to 
have the January meeting on January 18th, the February meeting on February 15th, and the June meeting on June 
21st.  All meetings would be at 6:00 p.m.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 

Discussion of CAMP Training 
Mr. Asselmeier provided emails and information from Mike Bortel regarding the training.  Mr. Asselmeier 
noted that the proposed FY2022-2023 budget for the Commission was Five Hundred Dollars ($500).  The 
consensus of the Commission was to ask Mike Bortel if the fee could be lowered.   

Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards 
Commissioners reviewed the award application.  The consensus of the Commission was to set the award due 
date at February 28, 2023, and to set the announcement for the middle of January and middle of February 2023. 
The Commission made no changes to the award categories. 

Discussion occurred regarding nominating the Henneberry Barn, winery on Plattville Road, and Stephenie Todd 
for awards.  Mr. Asselmeier will bring the list from the 2022 nominees to the November 2022 meeting.    

OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
Commissioners reviewed the list of registered historic places in the County and the list of bi-centennial plaque 
locations.  The Plano Train Depot, Masonic Temple in Yorkville, Helmar Lutheran, and the church in Lisbon.  
Mr. Asselmeier will attempt to contact the building owners to having meetings at these locations.   
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Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Mr. Asselmeier said that five people were trained to do the surveys.  Ken Itle will contact the volunteers that 
previously expressed an interest, but did not attend the trainings.  A postcard will be mailed to the impacted 
properties explaining the project.  Commissioners reviewed the document created for the Harris Forest Preserve.    

Discussion of Cemeteries 
Mr. Asselmeier will get the list of servicemen and women buried in Kendall County and the dates of burial from 
the Kendall County Historical Society, not including cemetery where they were buried.  The Commission 
would have a write-up around Memorial Day; this could occur by a link on the County’s website.   

CORRESPONDENCE 
National Registry Additions From August 12, 2022 To August 18, 2022 
Commissioners reviewed the list.   

Fern Dell Annual Meeting Email 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 

Chapel on the Green Open House Email 
Commissioners reviewed the email.   

September 19, 2022, Farnsworth House Email 
Commissioners reviewed the email.   

Fall 2022 Farnsworth House Newsletter 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Member Bernacki discussed digitizing Na-Au-Say Township records from their annual meetings.  

ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Yorkville Masonic Lodge 
Second Floor 

214 South Bridge Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

November 21, 2022 
CALL TO ORDER 
Vice-Chairwoman Elizabeth Flowers called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman), and Marty Shanahan, 
Absent: Kristine Heiman and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) and Brian Holdiman 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the agenda. With a voice vote of 
three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of the Masonic Lodge 
Brian Holdiman led a tour of the building and provided a history of the building.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the minutes from the October 15, 
2022, gathering, and October 17, 2022, meeting.  With a voice vote of three (3) ayes, the motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
None 

OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of 2023 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups 
Mr. Asselmeier provided a list of potential meeting locations.   

The Planner for the Village of Oswego agreed to speak regarding their new downtown historic district.  

The suggestion was made to have the meeting at the Oswego Brewery.  Mr. Asselmeier will contact the Planner 
at Oswego to see if this was a possibility.   

Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards 
Mr. Asselmeier provided the list of nominees for 2022.  He said that the Henneberry Barn and winery on 
Plattville Road were not completed projects.  

The award applications are due February 28, 2023. 
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Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
Commissioners reviewed the list of registered historic places in the County and the list of bi-centennial plaque 
locations.  Mr. Asselmeier said the Plano Railroad Station is small and the Plano hotel is still under renovations.  
Discussion occurred regarding underground railroad locations.     
 
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Ken Itle stating they hoped to start the field work after Thanksgiving.  The 
postcards were mailed to impacted properties.   

Discussion of CAMP Training 
Mr. Asselmeier provided an email from Mike Bortel regarding the training.   
 
Discussion of Cemeteries 
Mr. Asselmeier provided an email regarding the list of servicemen and women buried in Kendall County. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
October 29, 2022, Farnsworth House Email 
Commissioners reviewed the email.   
 
November 5, 2022, Fern Dell Fundraiser 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
Plano Historical Society Opening 
Commissioners reviewed the announcement.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of three (3) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner   
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Office Building 
County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 

111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 
6:00 p.m. 

December 19, 2022 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.  

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Secretary), Kristine Heiman, Marty Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers (Vice-Chairwoman) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier (Senior Planner) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve the agenda. With a voice vote of 
four (4) ayes, the motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the minutes from the November 
21, 2022, meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli reported that he will not be able to attend the January meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of a Donation to the Kendall County Historical Society for Preparing Burial Information for 
Soldiers in Kendall County in the Amount of $50.00; Donation to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s 
Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 
Discussion occurred regarding the amount of material that would be received since the information was not 
digitized.  The consensus of the Commission was to pay for the information up front. 

Member Shanahan asked how much money was in the Commission’s budget.  Mr. Asselmeier responded Five 
Hundred Dollars ($500).   

Member Shanahan made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the donation and pay the donation 
before receiving the burial information.   

The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4):  Bernacki, Heiman, Shanahan, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Absent (1): Flowers 
Abstain (0): None 

The motion carried. 
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Chairman Wehrli suggested sending the Historical Society a thank you note and stating that we (the 
Commission) look forward to receiving the document. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of 2023 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups 
Mr. Asselmeier provided an email Lacey Bower-Keller from the Oswego Brewing Company saying their 
building was available for the February 15, 2023, meeting.   
 
The consensus of the Commission was to have the meeting at the Oswego Brewing Company. 
 
Member Bernacki discussed publicizing the event.  Mr. Asselmeier said a press release would be sent regarding 
the event. 
 
Valeria Tarka from the Village of Oswego would also speak regarding the new Oswego Downtown Historic 
District.  One (1) of the owners from the Oswego Brewing Company was also available to speak at the February 
15th meeting.  A roundtable discussion would occur.  The consensus of the Commission was not to have 
additional speakers.   
 
Several Commissioners offered to buy at the meeting.  The consensus of the Commission was to bring cookies 
to the meeting, but all drinks, including water, would be purchased by attendees at the property.  Coffee would 
not be purchased for the meeting.  
 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Bernacki, to approve having the February 2023 meeting 
at the Oswego Brewing Company and purchasing cookies for the meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried. 
 
Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards 
Mr. Asselmeier provided the list of nominees for 2022.  He said that the Henneberry Barn and winery on 
Plattville Road were not completed projects.  
 
The window for accepting awards starts in the middle of January 2023.  The award applications are due 
February 28, 2023. 
 
It was suggested giving an award to Stephenie Todd.  Mr. Asselmeier will reach out to Ken Donart to see if he 
had any information on Stephenie or her family.     
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
Discussion occurred regarding the meeting at the Yorkville Masonic Temple.  Brian Holdiman was the only 
member of the public that attended.  Commissioners were impressed about the size of the space and the length 
of time the Lodge has owned the property.   
 
Member Heiman suggested meeting at the new Plano museum.  The building is small. 
 
The Plano Train Station was suggested as a meeting location.   
 
The Oswego Masonic Lodge was suggested a meeting location in the spring or early summer.     
 
Discussion occurred about asking people to bring donations to the various museums.   
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Discussion occurred about having a meeting at the Pickerill House in the future and about having a meeting at 
the Harris Forest Preserve.  
 
Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant 
Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Ken Itle stating they started the field work and the work will continue into 
January.  The email was provided.  The first invoice for the project, for fifteen percent (15%) of the work, has 
been submitted. 

Chairman Wehrli did some survey visits with WJE Staff.  He discussed visits to various sites. 

Property owners had received letters prior to the visits.   

Member Bernacki will be doing visits later in the week.   

Discussion of Cemeteries 
Chairman Wehrli discussed getting a plan for Memorial Day.  The Commission will review the information 
supplied by the Historic Society.   

CORRESPONDENCE 
December 2022 Edition of The Bell Tower 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 
 
November 27, 2022 Farnsworth House Email 
Commissioners reviewed the letter. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier provided an additional email from the Farnsworth House regarding their 2022 appeal. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier provide another email regarding nominations for most endangered places in Illinois.  The 
suggestion was made to have Mr. Asselmeier forward this email to the historic preservation groups. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
It was noted that the January meeting would be on a Wednesday.   
 
Member Shanahan said the Grand Army of the Republic Museum would be rebranded.  He discussed the state 
of the Museum.   
 
Member Bernacki will provide Mr. Asselmeier with older plat maps of some subdivisions in Na-Au-Say 
Township.   
 
Member Heiman discussed the Galena Living Historic Alliance and the Galena Do Tell Stories Facebook 
groups. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner  

Encs.  
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 

Kristine 
Heiman

PARTICIPATED IN THE 
WEBINAR: 

Advocacy and 
Grassroots 

Preservation: Fighting 
the Good Fight

January 20, 2022

EARNING A TOTAL OF: 
1.5 LU CREDITS  

Stephanie Paul 
Executive Director 
National Alliance of Preservation Commissions 

NAPC 
PO Box 1011 

Virginia Beach, VA 23451 
757-802-4141 

AIA/CES Provider #: G577
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The newsletter of the Oswegoland Heritage Association...

April 2023 Roger Matile, editor

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the members of the Oswegoland Heritage 
Association, an Illinois not-for-profit Corporation, is tentatively scheduled to be held at the 
Little White School Museum, 72 Polk Street, Oswego, Illinois, on the 25th day of May at the 
hour of 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of electing three (3) directors and for the transaction of such 
business as may come before the meeting.

The eligible members voting will be called upon to elect three (3) directors. To be eligible 
to be a director, a person must be an active member of the Association, at least 18 years of age, 
and a United States Citizen. A nominating committee appointed by the President will present 
nominees. Nominations from the floor shall be entertained. All directors shall be elected by a 
plurality of votes cast by secret ballot. ❦

Annual meeting set for May 25

The Oswegoland 
Heritage  Association’s

Board of 
Directors
Judy Wheeler, President
Ted Clauser, Vice President
Mary Church, Secretary
Jean Kent, Treasurer
Tina Beaird
Linda Heap Dean
Ken Holmstrom
Brian LeClercq
Roger Matile

Directors whose 
terms expire this year:

In this issue...
Memorial donors benefit 
the OHA...Page 2

New donations assure 
more Oswego history 
preserved...Page 2

Museum will be a busy 
place this spring and 
summer...Page 3

Tracking down a mystery 
school desk...Page 4

Ken Holmstrom
Roger Matile
Judy Wheeler

The Bell Tower

www.littlewhiteschoolmuseum.org

www.littlewhiteschoolmuseum.org

...see “Church School desk...” page 2

Dated: April 1, 2023
Tina Beaird, Secretary

New school desk donation helps 
preserve area’s education history

In March, the 
Little White School 
Museum happily 
received the dona-
tion of a student desk 
from the old Church 
School out in Wheat-
land Township. The 
donation, by Rebecca 
Smith Hurd, joins 
a number of other 
items from the school 
already in the mu-
seum’s collections.

Church School, located at the southeast 
corner of Scotch Road (119th Street) and 
Heggs Road, is right across Scotch Road 
from the former parsonage of the Wheatland 
United Presbyterian “Scotch” Church. The 
original timber-framed one-room country 
school on the site was built in the early 1860s 
on land owned by Stephen Findlay. It appears 
on the 1873 plat map of Wheatland Township. 
In 1929, the old frame school building was 
replaced by a new brick school building that 
featured such modern conveniences as cen-
tral heat and indoor bathrooms. 

The new building was built on a high 
foundation that allowed a tall-ceiling base-

ment so children could play inside 
during bad weather. The main floor 
featured a single large classroom with 
a brick fireplace and areas for small 
group instruction. In addition, there 
was a small library room. Boys’ and 
girls’ combination cloak and indoor 
rest rooms that flanked the building’s 
main entrance.

For most of its life as a one-room 
rural school, officially named Wheat-
land Township Grade School District 
38, grades one through eight attend-

ed. Eighth grade students who passed their 
courses were rewarded with diplomas during 
annual county-wide graduation ceremonies 
in either Joliet or Lockport.

In the 1940s, parents of junior high aged 
students throughout the area began advocat-
ing for those students to be bused to town 
schools where it was believed they’d receive 
more educational opportunities. By the 
1952-53 school year, only students in grades 
1-6 were attending Church School, with 
seventh and eighth graders being bused to 
classes in Oswego. During the next two years 
intermediate-aged students were also moved 
to classes in Oswego until only grades one 

Moving?
Don’t forget to add us to your 

change-of-address list!
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Donations to the Little White School 
Museum have continued to roll in since 
our last report in December. As of March 
20, there were a total of 36,337 items in 
the museum’s collections database.

Items received since the end of 
November included 2 miniature vases 
bought at Grimm’s Drug Store in 1972 by 
Mike and Karen Muzzy; Scientific Bible, a 
1901 book by Oswego native Mary Hunt, 
from Roger Matile; World War I “Duty 
Calls” poster, Susan Shields; collection 
of 100 photos of the occupation of Japan 

after World War II, Jim Yuvan; an applique 
child’s quilt with wall hanger, doll and 
rocker, Sheila Seraphim; a Bert Allen Pio-
neer Seed Corn calendar, Judy Wheeler; 
brachiopod fossil, George Torres; Sipes 
and Parker family genealogy, Jean Woolley 
Kent; two OHA commemorative crocks 
and Tooley, Kruger, and Morrison fam-
ily items, Omer and Wanda Horton; Boy 
Scout, Oswego School memorabilia, and 
a desk from Church School, Rebecca 
Hurd; Wormley family memorabilia, Jim 
Wormley.

Are you moving or maybe doing some 
spring cleaning? If you are, don’t throw 
anything away with Oswego connections 
including photos, documents, and adver-
tising items. Let us take a look instead. 
Remember, 50 years ago this year was 
1973—time really flies when you’re having 
fun! Give us a chance to see whether we’d 
like to preserve those items in the mu-
seum’s collections. Contact us via email 
at info@littlewhiteschoolmuseum.org or 
give us a call at 630-554-2999 during mu-
seum hours and we’ll chat. ❦

Memorials create lasting tributes for friends and family
A memorial gift to the Oswegoland 

Heritage Association is an especially 
meaningful way to recognize friends, 
family, business associates, and special oc-
casions, while at the same time support-
ing the mission of the only organization 
dedicated to protecting and preserving 
Oswegoland’s rich heritage and history. 

Since our last newsletter, the follow-
ing memorials were received: The Os-
wego High School Class of 1957 donated 
a $300 memorial in honor of the 24 sur-
viving class members: Donald Aug, Shirley 
Bargeman Knauf, Jean Bower Pfeifer, 
Wayne Brucks, Helen Calamaras Rocken-
bach, James Detzler, Leo Grach, Donald 
Hans, Sally Hyde Gardner, Lyle Johnson, 
Nancy Johnson Schroeder, Shirley Lantz 
LeClercq, Priscilla Larson Rinehart, Judy 
Lippold Snodgrass, Herbert Norris Jr., 
Charles Richard Nutt, Lois Ode Elfstrom, 

Wanda Penn Horton, Carol Ricketts Sny-
der, Diann Salisburg Petschke, Donna 
Tate Schiltz, Barbara Vickery Legner, Larry 
Voss, and Tom Wolf.

Memorials contributed in memory of 
former Oswegoland Park District Execu-
tive Director and important friend of the 
Oswegoland Heritage Association and the 
Little White School Museum came from 
Charlotte Hanks & Thomas Malenshek, 
Joan McCamant, Kathy Merner, Ira & Re-
becca Wachtel, Paul & Susan Marien, Carla 
Taylor, Emmet & Susan Fairfield, Stephen 
& Joan Gray, Robert Dodson Sr., Linda 
Wilson, Daniel & Diane Kane, and Stepha-
nie White.

Please note that our bank will no lon-
ger accept for deposit checks made out to 
the Little White School Museum. Instead, 
memorial checks should be made out to 
the Oswegoland Heritage Association and 

mailed to Memorial Chair, Oswegoland 
Heritage Association, Box 23, Oswego, IL 
60543.

Memorials are deposited in the 
heritage association’s Endowment Fund, 
which is designed to maintain the organi-
zation’s fiscal health and protect the mu-
seum’s collections for decades to come.

All contributions are acknowledged 
with personalized thank-you notes. In ad-
dition, the names of those memorialized 
are recorded in a permanent record book 
kept by the OHA for visitors’ inspection 
at the museum’s reception desk. Finally, 
the names of the individuals honored are 
listed in the next available issue of The 
Bell Tower. Memorials are the perfect way 
to preserve the memories of both those 
who’ve passed away as well as Oswego-
land’s rich history and heritage. ❦

Even more Oswegoland history preserved! Thanks, donors!

through three remained. Enrollment at 
Church School at the start of the 1953-54 
school year was 24 students.

By the start of the 1959-60 school year, 
Church School was the only remaining 
rural school open in the Oswego School 
District. It closed its doors at the end of 
that school year, with all its former stu-
dents bused into Oswego. In April 1964 
the building was advertised for sale and 
was subsequently sold at auction. Today, 
Church School, like many of the area’s old 
area one-room schools, has been remod-
eled into a private residence

The Little White School Museum’s 
Church School collection includes more 

than 60 items including a hand bell used 
to summon students to class, photo-

Church School desk... graphs and negatives, student re-
port cards, school attendance and 
school board records from 1879 
to 1954; PTA records from 1947 
to 1956; and other documents 
including a 1944 article about the 
school and its students published 
in The Prairie Farmer.

The desk is now on exhibit in 
the museum gallery. (See related 
story on Page 4)

“And we’re always eagerly 
seeking more Church School 
memorabilia, from report cards 
and textbooks to photos, for 

our collections,” noted museum director 
Roger Matile. ❦.

Church School students and teacher Dorothy Comer-
ford pose for a school photo in 1953 sitting at desks 
including the one recently donated by Rebecca Hurd.
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Oswego connection to the John Dillinger 
gang? For a sleepy, small town, Oswego 
has tons of scandalous stories! Join the 
Little White School Museum staff at Os-
wego Brewing Co. as we talk about the 
outrageous ordeals and rousing rumors of 
Oswego.  

Oswego History Tour: Urban 
Barns, Saturday, May 13, noon to 1 
p.m., $5 residents, $10 non-residents: 
Ever notice the barns in Oswego’s down-
town? Or do you think barns can only 
be found on the area’s farms? Answers 
to these questions plus the history sur-
rounding urban barns will be covered in 
this unique bus tour of some of the barns 
still standing today. Pre-registration is 
required as space is limited. The event 
begins and ends at the Little White School 
Museum and lasts about an hour. Present-
ed by the Oswegoland Heritage Associa-
tion in partnership with the Oswegoland 
Park District.

If Tombstones Could Talk, Sun-
day, May 21, noon to 1 p.m., $10 resi-
dents, $15 non-residents: Cemeteries. 
These beautiful plots of land hold some of 
our most cherished townspeople. Grave-
yards also hold many mysteries and ques-
tions we have been dying to ask. Why are 
all the tombstones different? Who all is 
(and isn’t) buried here? And where is that 
known gangster buried? These questions 
and more will be answered during this 
informal tour at the Oswego Township 
Cemetery on South Main Street, Oswego. 
Bring your walking shoes!

Let’s Talk Oswego History, Sat-
urday, July 15, noon to 1 p.m., Suitable 
for age 12 and up. Registration is $5 in 
advance or at the door--walk-ins are 
welcome. Wonder why kids from so many 
area towns all go to Oswego schools? 
Or who the first White settlers of the 
community were? Come and chat about 
those and any other local history topics 
that come to mind when the Little White 
School Museum hosts this informal chat 
with museum director Roger Matile. 
Bring your local history questions and 
discover some of the community’s fasci-
nating and entertaining hidden history as 
it celebrates the 190th anniversary of its 
settlement.

 A full slate of Oswegoland Heritage 
Association (OHA) and Oswegoland Park 
District (OPD) programming has been 
scheduled for the Little White School 
Museum’s spring & summer program 
series, according to program chair Tina 
Beaird and museum manager Anne Jor-
dan. To register for all programs, go to 
the OPD’s web site, https://www.oswe-
golandparkdistrict.org/. To check for 
program availability, additional upcoming 
programming, or more information on 
the museum, check our web site, www.
littlewhiteschoolmuseum.org. 

Oswego History Tour – Industrial 
Sector, Saturday, April 15, 12 noon, Pre-
registration, required, $5 for park dis-
trict residents and $10 for non residents 
online through the park district website, 
bit.ly/lwsmwinter. Where do you think 
the “industrial section” of Oswego existed 
from about 1840 until around 1910? Did 
you even know Oswego HAD a thriving 
industrial sector during that time? Join 
members of the Oswegoland Heritage 
Association and the Oswegoland Park 
District on a fascinating bus tour of the in-
dustrial section “way back then.” The tour 
begins and end at the Little White School 
Museum, 72 Polk Street, Oswego and lasts 
about an hour.

The Life Cycle of Clothing, Thurs-
day, April 27, 6:45 to 7:45 p.m, Free! 
Americans invested a tremendous amount 
of labor into making and maintaining 
their wardrobes during the 19th Century. 
This free presentation at the museum will 
explore the life cycle of clothing during 
the 1800s: how it was created, mended, 
remade, washed, and ultimately recycled. 
This free presentation will highlight exam-
ples of garments and artifacts from the Illi-
nois State Museum’s collection. Presented 
in partnership with the Illinois Humani-
ties “Road Scholar” Speakers Bureau. 

History Happy Hour at the Os-
wego Brewing Co., Thursdays, May 11 
& May 25, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; $15 residents, 
$20 non-residents over age 21 only. Pre-
registration (required) comes with one 
beer ticket to enjoy during the lecture.: 
Ever hear the story about Al Capone’s 
doctor here in Oswego? Or how about the 

The Bell Tower...Page 3

Historical Notes... Oswego History Tour – An After-
noon on the Parkhurst Farm, Satur-
day, June 10, 12 noon. Suitable for age 
12 and up. Pre-registration, required, is 
$5 for park district residents and $10 for 
non-residents. We’ve seen town barns, 
now some local farms with deep roots in 
the Oswego community are the topics, 
this week the Parkhurst Farm! Learn how 
generations have cultivated the land and 
made it their home. This bus tour starts 
and ends at the museum and lasts about 
an hour and a half. Pre-registration is 
required and space is limited. Feel free to 
bring water and snacks, as we will have 
time to sit with our farm hosts and ask 
questions. 

Hidden Messages in Negro Spiri-
tuals on the Underground Railroad, 
Saturday, July 1, 12:30 p.m., Free! Come 
to the museum and find out how power-
ful, sacred songs that derived from the 
heart of antebellum enslaved Africans 
were melodic outflowing of religious 
expression, passion, and the hope to be 
free. Negro spirituals, as originated in 
America, tell of sorrow, trials and tribula-
tions, secrecy and hiding, and hope for a 
sense of community. Join retired middle 
school language arts teacher Connie 
Martin as she explains the connections of 
Negro Spirituals with the deeper mean-
ings and interpretations of lyrics of some 
songs. Presented in partnership with the 
Illinois Humanities “Road Scholar” Speak-
ers Bureau.

Oswego History Tour – Down-
town Main Street, Saturday, July 22, 6 
p.m. Pre-registration (required) for those 
over 21 is $15 for park district residents, 
$20 for non residents. All communities 
evolve and change with time and Oswego 
is no different. Take a 45 minute stroll 
down Main Street between Jefferson 
and Washington and learn about historic 
landmarks, talk about the stores and 
businesses that first appeared when the 
village was newly formed, discuss the criti-
cal role fires had in shaping our village, 
and explore the significant changes that 
growth created. The tour begins and ends 
at the Oswego Brewing Co.; enjoy a glass 
of beer (included in the cost) there as we 
have an informal Q&A session when the 
tour ends. Wear your walking shoes! ❦
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Oswegoland Heritage Association
Box 23
Oswego, Illinois 60543

Free!
Please Take One

Clip and mail!

The Oswegoland Heritage Association has some exciting plans 
for the future. Why not take out a membership for a friend or 
relative who has an interest in Oswego’s fascinating history 
and heritage? Benefits include museum store discounts, three 
newsletters a year, and more. Just fill out this form and mail. 

Check out our web site at www.littlewhiteschoolmuseum.org

Give a gift membership?

Name: _________________________________

Address 1: ______________________________

Address 2: ______________________________

City: ________________ St. ____ Zip: ________

Email: _________________________________

I prefer to receive my newsletters electronically: ____
Membership type:
Friend, $20 per person: ........................_____
Sponsor, $75 per person: ......................_____
Business/Institution, $150 ...................._____
Lifetime Gold, $1,000 .........................._____
Make checks payable to the
Oswegoland Heritage Association and mail to:
 Membership
 Oswegoland Heritage Association
 Box 23
 Oswego, IL 60543

The Little White School Mu-
seum’s staff was excited when 
Rebecca Smith Hurd donated 
a student desk from Church 
School (see story on page 1). 

But we also had questions, 
including who manufactured the 
desk?

Museum director Roger 
Matile and museum assistant 
Emily Dutton closely examined the desk seeking a label or manufacturer’s 
mark of some kind. The desk features a hard rock maple seat and desk 
bolted to a heavy cast iron frame.

While no manufacturer’s name could be found, each individual piece of 
the iron frame had numbers cast into it. When they checked the swivel as-
sembly under the wooden seat, they found cast into it “Pat. 1.883.322.”

Figuring this was a U.S. Patent number, Matile visited the U.S. Patent 
Office website, searched, and found Patent 1,883,322 issued to G.H. Abbott 
filed April 30, 1930 and granted in 1930 for an improved combined school 
desk and seat. It differed from most school desks of that era because the 
seat and desk were combined into a single unit. Abbott assigned the patent 
to Woodward & Edwards, Inc., that operated in Elgin from 18667 to 1987. 
The desk was used at Church School until it closed in the spring of 1960.

“We’re always pleased to get artifacts and documents with direct con-
nections to the 68 square mile area inside the Oswego School District we 
concentrate on,” Matile noted. “And we were doubly happy that we could 
get this item immediately on exhibit in the museum gallery.” ❦

Tracking down a mystery desk...
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	HPC 4-17-23 Agenda With Page Numbers
	KENDALL COUNTY
	111 W. Fox Street ( Rooms 209 and 210 ( Yorkville, IL ( 60560
	(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179
	AGENDA
	April 17, 2023 – 6:00 p.m.
	CALL TO ORDER
	APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
	PUBLIC COMMENT:
	NEW BUSINESS:
	1. Discussion of Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2023
	2. Approval of Two Plaques for Historic Preservation Awards and Related Invoice from Leo’s Trophies, Gifts and Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $300.00; Related Invoice To Be Paid from Historic Preservation Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) (P...
	3. Approval of Certified Local Government Annual Report (Pages 12-143)
	OLD BUSINESS:
	1. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County
	2. Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant
	3. Discussion of Cemeteries (Pages 144-145)
	CORRESPONDENCE:
	1. March 21, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Survey (Pages 146-148)
	2. March 24, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Plan Workshop    (Pages 149-151)
	3. March 28, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Survey (Pages 152-153)
	4. March 30, 2023, Email Regarding New Exhibit at the Edith Farnsworth House               (Pages 154-156)
	5. April 6, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Plan Workshop in Chicago (Pages 157-160)
	6. April 2023 Edition of The Bell Tower (Pages 161-164)
	PUBLIC COMMENT:

	Packet Without Agenda
	Historic Preservation Minutes 3-20-23 Unapproved Complete
	Historic Preservation Minutes 3-20-23 Unapproved
	Tour of Masonic Lodge
	Follow-Up Discussion Regarding the Meeting
	Approval of Invoice for Food in the Amount of $42.78; Invoices to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830
	Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County
	Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant
	Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Ken Itle discussing the field work.  Mr. Itle hopes to have draft documents to the Commission for the April meeting.
	Discussion of Cemeteries
	Mr. Asselmeier presented the binder from the Kendall County Historical Society.  Discussion occurred regarding how to publicize the information in the binder.  Chairman Wehrli will review the information contained in the binder.
	February 1, 2023, Email from Mike Bortel Pertaining to National Alliance of Preservation Commissions
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	February 1, 2023, Email Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Regional Workshops in Bloomington and Marshall
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	February 17, 2023, Email Pertaining to Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Virtual Public Workshop
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	February 28, 2023, Emails Regarding Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Regional Workshops in Rockford and Rock Island
	Commissioners reviewed the emails.
	February 27, 2023, Email From Mark Harrington Regarding Historic Preservation Groups
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	April 22, 2023, Northern Illinois Regional History Conference
	Commissioners reviewed the information.
	March 9, 2023, Historic Preservation Plan Virtual Public Workshop Email
	Commissioners reviewed the email.  Member Heiman said people go on the website and make comments; she noted the need for a historic tax credit for historic homes.  Discussion occurred regarding the Rivers’ Edge Tax Credit.
	Mr. Asselmeier also provided an email dated March 17, 2023, regarding the Illinois State Historic Preservation Office Regional Workshop in Chicago on April 13, 2023.

	3-20-23 Minutes Attachments

	2023 Award Invoice
	2023 CLG Annual Report Complete
	2023 CLG-Annual-Update-Fillable
	2022 HPC Minutes Combined
	January-October Minutes Combined
	Historic Preservation Minutes 1-18-22 Approved
	Historic Preservation Minutes 2-16-22 Approved Complete
	Historic Preservation Minutes 2-16-22 Unapproved
	2-16-22 Meeting Attachments_Redacted

	Historic Preservation Minutes 3-21-22 Approved
	Historic Preservation Minutes 3-21-22 Unapproved
	None
	Discussion of February 16, 2022, Meeting with Historic Preservation Organizations
	Approval of Invoices for Food and Beverages in the Amount of $68.74; Invoices to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830
	Follow-Up Discussion Regarding the Meeting
	Review of Historic Preservation Award Applicants; Commissions Could Select Award Winner(s)
	Commissioners reviewed the criteria for selecting awardees.
	It was noted that the plaque for last year’s winner cost approximately One Hundred Sixty-Three Dollars ($163) and the Commission has approximately Four Hundred Thirty-Dollars ($431) remaining in the budget.
	Commissioners reviewed the following applications:
	a. Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego)
	b. Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence (111 W. Madison Street, Yorkville)
	c. Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville)
	d. Fern Dell School
	e. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop
	f. Bev Casey
	g. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society
	It was noted that the nominations of Bev Casey and Yorkville Historic Preservation Society were for groups or individuals and the other applications were for structures.
	Member Bernacki noted that Fern Dell School and Misner Blacksmith’s Shop were ongoing projects.  The other projects were recent renovations.
	Discussion occurred about visiting the various nominees.
	The rankings were as follows:
	Structures
	a. Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence (111 W. Madison Street, Yorkville)
	b. Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville)-Tie
	c. Fern Dell School-Tie
	d. Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego)
	e. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop
	Individuals and Groups
	f. Bev Casey
	g. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society
	The consensus of the Commission was to visit the Union School and Fern Dell School.
	The consensus of the Commission was to give at least one (1) award for structure and one (1) award for an individual or group.
	The final vote would occur at the April meeting.
	February 19, 2022, Little White School Museum Press Release
	Commissioners reviewed the press release.
	Member Bernacki left the meeting at this time (6:55 p.m.).
	Mr. Asselmeier will email the picture referenced in the press release, which is attached to these minutes.

	Little White School Press Release Pic

	Historic Preservation Minutes 4-18-22 Approved
	Recommendation of a Proclamation Declaring May Historic Preservation Month in Kendall County
	Mr. Asselmeier presented the proposed proclamation.  He noted the theme changed from previous years.
	Discussion of a Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2022
	The consensus of the Commission was to have a group meeting in the summer.
	Possible locations include the winery on Plattville Road, the Walker’s banquet facility on Ashley Road, one (1) of the museums in Newark, the Stone Church in Plano, the historic hotel in Plano, tours of the Historic Jail and Sheriff’s Residence, and t...
	Review of Historic Preservation Award Applicants; Commissions Could Select Award Winner(s)
	It was noted that the plaque for last year’s winner cost approximately One Hundred Sixty-Three Dollars ($163) and the Commission has approximately Four Hundred Thirty-Dollars ($431) remaining in the budget.
	The rankings from the previous meeting were as follows:
	Structures
	a. Historic Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s Residence (111 W. Madison Street, Yorkville)
	b. Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville)-Tie
	c. Fern Dell School-Tie
	d. Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego)
	e. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop
	Individuals and Groups
	f. Bev Casey
	g. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society
	Discussion occurred regarding whether or not interiors were considered part of the “finished” project, particularly in relation to the Kohlhammer Barn.
	April 2022 Edition of The Bell Tower
	Commissioners reviewed newsletter.
	Discussion occurred about the urban barn bus tour in Oswego.

	Historic Preservation Minutes 5-16-22 Approved
	Approval of Plaque for Historic Preservation Award and Related Invoice from Leo’s Trophies, Gifts and Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $150.00; Related Invoice To Be Paid from Historic Preservation Commission Line Item (11001902-63830)
	Mr. Asselmeier presented the invoice.  The invoice was for the award for the plaque for the Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s residence only.  The cost was less than last year’s invoice because the design for the logo was not needed.
	Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County
	Discussion of June Meeting Date
	Discussion of Preservation Award for Beverly Case
	Mr. Asselmeier reported that several people wanted to surprise Ms. Casey with the award.  She was unavailable to attend the May 17th County Board meeting.  At this point, Ms. Casey would not be available until July.  Mr. Asselmeier will check to see i...
	Discussion of a Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2022
	The Commission reviewed the properties on the National Register of Historic Places.  Following the second public comment portion of the meeting (see below), the consensus of the Commission was to have the meeting at either the Fern Dell Museum or the ...
	Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant
	Commissioners reviewed the grant.  The proposal and the contract with WJE are currently under review at the State’s Attorney’s Office.
	Discussion of Cemeteries
	Commissioners reviewed an email related to the Elmer Dixon Library; the information is copyrighted.
	Discussion occurred regarding getting a list of service members buried in Kendall County. The aim would be to have the list by Memorial Day 2023.
	May 10, 2022 Email from Lisa DiChiera Regarding Historic Preservation Awards
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	May 5, 2022 and April 21, 2022 Emails from Lisa Wolancevich Regarding Historic Preservation Awards
	Commissioners reviewed the emails.
	Discussion occurred about organizations getting awards in the future.
	Discussion occurred about using some of the Commission’s budget for the volunteers for the survey.

	Historic Preservation Minutes 6-21-22 Approved
	Approval of Plaque for Historic Preservation Award and Related Invoice from Leo’s Trophies, Gifts and Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $150.00; Related Invoice To Be Paid from Historic Preservation Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) and Discuss...
	Mr. Asselmeier presented the invoice.  The invoice was for the award for the plaque for Beverly Casey and was the same price as the plaque for the Yorkville Jail and Sheriff’s residence.
	Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County
	Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant
	The invitation to bids has been published.  Bid closing is June 29, 2022, and bid opening is June 30, 2022.  In a perfect world, the grant and contract with the consultant would be approved by the County Board on July 19, 2022.
	Member Bernacki left at this time (7:13 p.m.).
	Discussion of a Having a Historic Preservation Group Meeting/Event in Summer 2022 at Fern Dell
	Discussion of August 15, 2022, Group Meeting Agenda
	The meeting would be at Fern Dell and would include a tour of the school house.
	Member Shanahan arrived at this time (7:14 p.m.).
	The consensus of the Commission was to have Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. (WJE) attend and give a presentation on the role of volunteers, the expectations of WJE’s services, and WJE’s expectations of volunteers.  The tour, WJE’s presentation,...
	Review of Invitee List
	Commissioners reviewed the list.
	Other Meeting Logistics
	Mr. Asselmeier said that the Commissioner had approximately Ninety Dollars ($90) remaining after paying for the plaque for Beverly Casey.  The Commission spent approximately Sixty-Nine Dollars ($69) for the previous group meeting.  The consensus of th...
	Discussion of Cemeteries
	Commissioners discussed the information owned by the Elmer Dixon Library; the information is copyrighted.
	Commissioners discussed the cemetery on the River Road outside of Plano.
	Chairman Wehrli will contact the Veterans’ Assistance Commission to see if they have a list of gravesites of veterans in Kendall County.
	Building Code on Main Street Webinar
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	May 20, 2022 Oswego Historic District Meeting Letter
	Commissioners reviewed the letter.
	May 27, 2022, June 5, 2022, and June 10, 2022 Edith Farnsworth House Emails
	Commissioners reviewed the emails.
	Emails Regarding Section 106 Review at Lyon Farm
	Commissioners reviewed the emails.  Commissioners lamented the late date of receiving this request for review and information.  Chairman Wehrli noted that the maps were available from the State; he will review those maps.

	Historic Preservation Minutes 8-15-22 Approved Complete
	Historic Preservation Minutes 8-15-22 Unapproved
	Tour of the Fern Dell School
	Nomination of Officers for 2022-2023
	Discussion of Historic Survey Project and Request for Volunteers-Ken Itle from WJE

	Kendall Co Presentation 2022-08-15
	Rural Historic Structures Survey
	Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.
	Rural historic structures survey
	Historical research
	Research materials
	Atlases and Plat Maps
	Atlases and Plat Maps
	Research materials
	Database development
	Microsoft Access database
	Mapping
	GIS
	Aerial photographs (1939 to present)
	Survey maps
	Field survey
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Report preparation
	Report preparation
	Typical report contents
	Slide Number 21
	Outcomes
	Volunteers Needed!
	Volunteers Needed!


	Historic Preservation Minutes 9-19-22 Approved
	Historic Preservation Minutes 10-08-22 Approved Complete
	Historic Preservation Minutes 10-08-22 Unapproved
	Historic Structure Survey Training
	Site Visit for Survey Practice

	10-8-22 Meeting Attachments
	10-08-22 Sign_Redacted
	10-8-22 Meeting Attachments


	Historic Preservation Minutes 10-15-22 Approved
	Historic Preservation Minutes 10-17-22 Approved
	Approval of Elizabeth Flowers as Vice-Chairman of the Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission
	Approval of Eric Bernacki as Secretary of the Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission
	Follow-Up of August 2022, Meeting with Historic Preservation Organizations
	Approval of Invoice for Food in the Amount of $41.38; Invoices to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830
	Approval of Fiscal Year 2022-2023 Meeting Calendar
	Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County
	Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant
	Mr. Asselmeier said that five people were trained to do the surveys.  Ken Itle will contact the volunteers that previously expressed an interest, but did not attend the trainings.  A postcard will be mailed to the impacted properties explaining the pr...
	Discussion of Cemeteries
	Mr. Asselmeier will get the list of servicemen and women buried in Kendall County and the dates of burial from the Kendall County Historical Society, not including cemetery where they were buried.  The Commission would have a write-up around Memorial ...
	National Registry Additions From August 12, 2022 To August 18, 2022
	Commissioners reviewed the list.
	Fern Dell Annual Meeting Email
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	Chapel on the Green Open House Email
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	September 19, 2022, Farnsworth House Email
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	Fall 2022 Farnsworth House Newsletter
	Commissioners reviewed the newsletter.


	Historic Preservation Minutes 11-21-22 Approved
	Tour of the Masonic Lodge
	Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County
	Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant
	Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Ken Itle stating they hoped to start the field work after Thanksgiving.  The postcards were mailed to impacted properties.
	Discussion of Cemeteries
	Mr. Asselmeier provided an email regarding the list of servicemen and women buried in Kendall County.
	October 29, 2022, Farnsworth House Email
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	November 5, 2022, Fern Dell Fundraiser
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	Plano Historical Society Opening
	Commissioners reviewed the announcement.

	Historic Preservation Minutes 12-19-22 Approved Complete
	Historic Preservation Minutes 12-19-22 Unapproved
	Approval of a Donation to the Kendall County Historical Society for Preparing Burial Information for Soldiers in Kendall County in the Amount of $50.00; Donation to Be Paid from PBZ Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830
	Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County
	Discussion of Historic Survey Project/Certified Local Government Grant
	Mr. Asselmeier read an email from Ken Itle stating they started the field work and the work will continue into January.  The email was provided.  The first invoice for the project, for fifteen percent (15%) of the work, has been submitted.
	Chairman Wehrli did some survey visits with WJE Staff.  He discussed visits to various sites.
	Property owners had received letters prior to the visits.
	Member Bernacki will be doing visits later in the week.
	Discussion of Cemeteries
	Chairman Wehrli discussed getting a plan for Memorial Day.  The Commission will review the information supplied by the Historic Society.
	December 2022 Edition of The Bell Tower
	Commissioners reviewed the newsletter.
	November 27, 2022 Farnsworth House Email
	Commissioners reviewed the letter.
	Mr. Asselmeier provided an additional email from the Farnsworth House regarding their 2022 appeal.
	Mr. Asselmeier provide another email regarding nominations for most endangered places in Illinois.  The suggestion was made to have Mr. Asselmeier forward this email to the historic preservation groups.

	12-19-22 Meeting Attachments_Redacted


	Kristine Heiman Advocacy and Grassroots
	Certificate of Completion
	this is to certify that
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	Historic Preservation Month Proclamation Signed

	2021 Cemetery Locations
	Kendall Cemeteries Map 2021
	3-21-23 Email on Historic Preservation Plan Survey
	3-24-23 Email on Historic Preservation Plan Virtual Workshop
	3-28-23 Historic Preservation Plan Survey Email
	3-30-23 Farnsworth House Email
	4-6-23 Email on Historic Preservation Workship in Chicago
	2023 April The Bell Tower
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