
  
KENDALL COUNTY 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
United Plattville Association Hall • 6617 Chicago Road •  

Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179 

AGENDA  
January 17, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
 
ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty 
Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Tour and Discussion of the History of the Building (Pages 2-21) 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of December 18, 2023, Meeting          

(Pages 22-28) 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. None 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Discussion of 2024 Historic Preservation Awards (Pages 29-34) 
 

2. Discussion of February 2024 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups (Pages 35-39) 
 

3. Discussion of Historic Structure Surveys 
 

4. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
a. Plano Masonic Lodge in March 2024 
b. Henneberry Barn and Ashley Farm  
c. Pickerill Pigot House for Summer Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups 

 
5. Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County (Page 40) 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. December 28, 2023, Emails from Edith Farnsworth House (Pages 41-43) 
 

2. Proactive Historic Preservation and Adaptive Reuse in Chicago Event Flyer (Page 44) 
 

3. Preservation Approaches for Cultural Landscapes Webinar (Pages 45-46) 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting February 21, 2024 (Wednesday) 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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HPC Meeting Minutes 12.18.23 Page 1 of 3 

 
KENDALL COUNTY  

Historic Preservation Commission 
County Boardroom 
111 W. Fox Street  

Rooms 209 and 210 Yorkville, IL 60560 
6:00 p.m. 

December 18, 2023-Unofficial Until Approved 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Jeff Wehrli (Chairman), Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman, and Marty Shanahan 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier and Wanda A. Rolf 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the agenda. With a voice vote of 
five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the minutes from the November 
20, 2023, meeting.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion of 2024 Historic Preservation Awards  
Commissioners reviewed the press release and application for the awards.   
 
The awards application window opens on January 12, 2024.  Commissioners will discuss a list of potential 
nominees at the next meeting.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that the following previously received awards: Chapel on 
the Green, LaSalle Manor, Howard Manthei, Historic Yorkville Jail and Sherriff’s Residence, Beverly Casey, 
Lowell Mathre, and Stephenie Todd.  Mr. Asselmeier stated the next meeting for Historic Preservation is on 
January 17, 2024.  The window to accept nominations closes on February 28, 2024.   
 
Commissioners discussed projects that were previously nominated, but did not receive awards, including Lyon 
Farm.  It was noted that several nominees, such as the Ferndell Museum and the Misner Blacksmith Shop were 
still incomplete at the time of application submittal.   Mr. Asselmeier will compile a list of nominees that did 
not receive awards in previous years.  Chairman Wehrli asked if the historic commission can have Roger Matile 
come to one of our meetings as a guest.  Mr. Asselmeier mentioned he would look into inviting Mr. Matile.   
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HPC Meeting Minutes 12.18.23 Page 2 of 3 

 
Discussion of 2024 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups 
Commissioners reviewed the list of invitees, save the date card, and letter to invitees.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that the “Save the Date Card” will include sentences regarding the nominees for the 
historic preservation awards and identifying the oldest structures and businesses in Kendall County.  The “Save 
the Date Card” will be sent in January 2024.  
 
Discussion of Historic Structure Surveys 
Mr. Asselmeier stated the County Board approved Forty-Four Thousand Dollars ($44,000) to survey 
unincorporated Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.  The grant window is expected to open in February 2024.  
The County Board is still waiting for a reimbursement check for the previous structure survey.  
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that the below list are some of the locations the Commission could have tentative 
meetings:  
 
United Plattville UPA hall is available for the January 17, 2024.  They are still trying to find someone to speak 
on the history of the arsenal.  
Plano Masonic Lodge is tentative for the March 2024 meeting. 
Henneberry Barn and Ashley Farm have no insulation and meetings could be held in the spring or summer of 
2024.  
Pickerill Pigot House will be reserved after the Summer 2024 meeting. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
November 20, 2023, November 22, 2023, November 27, 2023, and November 30, 2023, Emails from Edith 
Farnsworth House 
Commissioners reviewed the emails from Farnsworth House.  There were four (4) emails sent in November.  
On December 18, 2023, another email was sent for the 2023 Annual Appeal.   
 
Member Heiman asked if other counties have invited Kendall County Historic Preservation to their meetings.  
Mr. Asselmeier responded that geographically our neighboring counties are much larger than Kendall County 
and do not necessarily have the same types of meetings. 
 
November 28, 2023, Federal Highway Administration and Illinois Department of Transportation Section 106 
PA Development Notification Letter 
Discussion occurred regarding notification of historic places.  Chairman Wehrli asked about Lyon Farm 
receiving a Section 106 notification letter.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that the Planning, Building and Zoning 
Department receives the Section 106 notification letters, but the Lyon Farm letter might have been sent before 
he started with Kendall County in January 2017.   
 
Chairman Wehrli spoke about several old homes being torn down on Wolf’s Crossing and how this type of 
demolition can be prevented.   
 

23



HPC Meeting Minutes 12.18.23 Page 3 of 3 

Chairman Wehrli discussed the possibility of inviting Native American Tribes to a future Commission meeting.  
Member Bernacki mentioned having a Native American Tribe do a presentation on historic traditions at one (1) 
of the meetings.  Member Flowers asked to possibly contact Aurora University to see if they have a contact.  
Mr. Asselmeier will check with Larry Nelson and Fran Klaas to see if they have contacts with some of the 
Native American Tribes historically associated with the area. 
 
December 4, 2023, Email from Landmarks Illinois 
Commissioners reviewed the email which included nominations for the most endangered historic structures in 
Illinois.   
 
December 2023 Edition of the Bell Tower 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Administrative Assistant 
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KENDALL COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

111 West Fox Street • Room 204 
Yorkville, IL • 60560 

(630) 553-4141                  Fax (630) 553-4179  
 

 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:   FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
January 12, 2024    Chairman Jeff Wehrli, (630) 553-4139 
       

Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission Announces Historic  
Preservation Awards Application 

 
The Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission invites applications for recognition of 
historic preservation in Kendall County.  Awards will be given for structures that have undergone 
exterior or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, adaptive reuse, landscape restoration or 
sympathetic additions.  Awards will also be given to a person or group that exhibits dedication to 
the field of historic preservation or for a site that possesses importance to the history of Kendall 
County, State of Illinois, or the United States.  The County Historic Preservation Commission 
reserves the right to grant multiple awards in the same category or zero awards within a category. 
 
Applications may be found on the Kendall County website at:  
https://www.kendallcountyil.gov/departments/planning-building-zoning/historic-preservation. 
Completed applications are due by February 28, 2024, at 4:00 p.m., and can be submitted by mail to 
the Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission, 111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, IL  60560 or 
by email at masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov.  
 
The Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission shall review applications at their April 
meeting and the awards will be distributed at a County Board meeting in May as part of Kendall 
County’s celebration of Historic Preservation Month.   
 
The Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission was established to influence comprehensive 
historic preservation planning within the County and to recognize, support and protect the quality of 
life enjoyed by the residents.   The Historic Preservation Commission uses the technical standards 
issued by the Department of the Interior which produces reliable, understandable, and up-to-date 
information for decision-making related to the identification, evaluation, and protection/treatment 
of historic resources.  The Historic Preservation Commission is composed of 5 volunteers appointed 
by the County Board Chairman with the approval of the County Board and normally meets the 3rd 
Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the County Administration Building on Fox Street in 
Yorkville.  Our meetings are open to the public and we invite anyone interested in Kendall County 
history to attend our meetings.  More information can be found at 
https://www.kendallcountyil.gov/departments/planning-building-zoning/historic-preservation.   
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Annual Kendall County Historic Preservation Awards 
MAIL NOMINATION FORM TO:  
Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
111 W. Fox Street 
Yorkville, IL  60560 
EMAIL NOMINATION FORM TO: 
Matt Asselmeier, 
masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov 

___________________________________________________________ 

A recognition of properties that have undergone recent exterior and/
or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, adaptive use, or 
sympathetic additions as well as for people or groups that exhibit 
dedication to the field of historic preservation or for sites that 
possess importance to the history of Kendall County, State of Illinois, 
or the United States. 

DEADLINE: February 28, 2024-4:00 pm 
Street address:  

Current property owner: ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic name and/or original owner (if known):____________________________________________________ 

Current use:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic use: ___________________________________________________________ 

Year built (if known): ___________________________________________________________ 

Year rehabilitated, renovated, restored (if known): _________________________________________________ 

Architectural style / form (if known):  ___________________________________________________________ 

Reason for nomination: Please provide a short description, between 50 and 500 words, explaining the project or person 
being nominated. The statement should clearly identify the purpose and scope of work, unusual challenges or innovative 
approaches, sensitive treatment of historic fabric, long-term impact and any other information that supports the 
nomination as being exceptional. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Images: Please provide a minimum of five photographs or quality digital photographs in .jpg format on a CD ROM, flash 
drive, or by email highlighting the project. Before and after pictures are encouraged.  

Submitted by:________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone: _____________________________ Email: _______________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Annual Historic Preservation Award 

Application for Award Nomination Announcement: 

Deadline for nomination:  

Date of HPC Review:  

Date of final selection: 

Award given:  

January 12 and February 14

February 28 by 4:00 pm

March and April HPC Meetings. 
HPC shall be provided with applications prior to 
the March meeting for their review 

April HPC meeting 

Second May County Board meeting

How the final selection will occur. The HPC will review the nominations at their March and April 

meetings and make a final selection at their April meeting.  The Secretary of the HPC will notify award 

recipient(s) by May 1. The Kendall County Board will bestow the award at their second May meeting, 

which typically occurs the third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.

Physical Description of Award: At a minimum, the recipient will receive a certificate, which will be 

bestowed at the County Board meeting. The HPC also aspires to provide award recipients with a small 
sign that they could place on their property. County staff is still researching whether the HPC has funds 
to purchase signs annually for this program.  If the County does not have funding for this, donations 
may be sought.  

Aluminum garden flags cost around $70 Wooden garden flags cost around $25

Nomination Procedure: Each nomination must include a completed application form and a minimum 

of five photographs or quality digital photographs.  Applications will be available on the County’s

website as well as in hard copy form at Planning, Building and Zoning Department at 111 W. Fox Street 
in Yorkville.
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Award categories and number of awards to be given: Nominations may be for a structure (residential 
or commercial) that has undergone exterior or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, 
adaptive reuse, landscape restoration or sympathetic additions OR for a person or group that exhibits 
dedication to the field of historic preservation OR for a site that possesses importance to the history of 
Kendall County, State of Illinois, or the United States.

The HPC reserves the right to offer one or more awards based on the quality of submitted nominations. 

The HPC also reserves the right to offer zero awards.  

Award designation may simply be: “2024 Historic Preservation Award (s),” “Person of the Year,” or
“Project of the Year.”  

Examples

 “2024 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the restoration of the home at ____

 “2024 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the adaptive reuse of the building at ____

 “2024 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the sympathetic building addition at ____

Award Review and Selection Criteria: 

Preservation/Restoration 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– Historic character and features of the property shall be retained and preserved.

– Features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property shall be retained.

– Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.

– Original materials shall be retained (example: slate roof repair/replacement, removal of artificial

siding, repair/restoration of wood siding).

– Historic materials and features shall be repaired rather than replaced.

– When material is replaced, the new shall match the old in composition, design, color and

texture.

– Landscape and site features original to the site shall be preserved.

Architecturally Compatible New Addition: 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.

– The new work shall be differentiated from the old but shall be compatible with the historic

materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the

property and its environment.
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HPC Commissioner Award Selection Procedure

 Meeting: Each Commissioner secretly ranks applications by number of applications. For

example, if there are 7 applications then you they are ranked 1-7 with #1 being the highest

ranking.

 Rankings are discussed.
 Recommendation made on number of awards to be bestowed followed by a recommendation

and formal vote on awardees.

 A tie may result in a second vote for one.
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Previous Nominees 

 

2022 Kohlhammer Barn (19 North Street, Oswego) 

2022 Union School (7935 Route 71, Yorkville) 

2022 Fern Dell School-Was an Ongoing Project 

2022 Misner Blacksmith’s Shop-Was an Ongoing Project 

2022 Yorkville Historic Preservation Society 

2023 Dickson Building-Was an Ongoing Project 
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KENDALL COUNTY 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORGANIZATION MEETING 

5021 Wheeler Road • Au Sable Presbyterian Church 
• Yorkville, IL • 60560 

AGENDA  
                                                          

February 21, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. KCHPC Roll Call and Introductions  

Eric Bernacki (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty 
Shanahan, Jeff Wehrli (Chairman), and Non-KCHPC Attendees  
 

III. Welcoming Remarks     
Jeff Wehrli, Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission Chair 

 
IV. Presentation by Au Sable Grove Presbyterian Church 

 
V. Presentation on the Importance of Landmarking Properties 

Jon Pressley, MA, RPA Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
 
VI. Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards 

 
VII. Discussion of Oldest Building and Oldest Business in Kendall County  
 
VIII. Round Table Discussion    

What Activities Have Your Organizations Been Doing? 
Successes? 
Challenges? 
Strategies for Encouraging Historic Property Owners to Have Open Houses? 
Opportunities for Collaboration? 
 

IX. Discussion of Future Meeting(s) 
 

X. Other Business 
 

XI. Public Comment 
 

XII. Adjournment 
 

If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please 
contact the Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting 
time. 
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Historic Preservation Organization Meeting 
 
The Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission would like to invite you to a meeting on February 
21, 2024, at 6:00 p.m., at Au Sable Grove Presbyterian Church, at 5021 Wheeler Road, Yorkville. The 
purpose of this meeting is to explore collaborative opportunities between historic preservation groups 
in Kendall County and to receive updates on the activities of local historic preservation groups.   
 
Guest speakers include a representative from Au Sable Grove Presbyterian Church, discussing the 
history of their building and congregation which celebrated their 175th anniversary in 2023.  Also, Jon 
Pressley, from the Illinois State Historic Preservation Office, will discuss the importance of landmarking 
property.  
 
The Commission is also requesting the assistance of attendees in identifying the oldest structure and 
oldest business in Kendall County. 
 
The Commission is also looking for nominees for the 2024 Kendall County Historic Preservation Awards. 
 
Please RSVP to Matt Asselmeier at masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov or 630-553-4139 by February 14, 
2024.  Any questions or requests for additional information should also be sent to Mr. Asselmeier. 
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Name Organization 
Mr. John Purcell United City of Yorkville
Mr. Terry D'Arcy City of Joliet
Mr. Ryan Kauffman Village of Oswego
Mr. John Argoudelis Village of Plainfield
Ms. Jackie Kowalksi Village of Millbrook
Mr. Doug Holley Village of Millington
Mr. Paul Pope Village of Lisbon
Mr. Ric Offerman Village of Minooka
Mr. Jim Davis Village of Newark
Ms. June McCord Village of Plattville
Mr. Todd Latham City of Sandwich
Mr. Matt Brolley Village of Montgomery
Mr. Mike Rennels City of Plano
Mr. Richard C. Irvin City of Aurora
Lyon Farm Kendall County Historical Society
Mr. Lee Hohmann Kendall County Historical Society
Subash George Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
John Brenneman Oswego Resident
Kelly Schomer Oswego Resident
Shaunna Barrow Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
Juan Terrazas Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
Kevin Zentner Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
Rod Zenner Village of Oswego
Rachel Riemenschneider Village of Oswego
Jon Prouxl Plainfield Historical Commission
Michael Bortel Plainfield Historical Commission
Roger Matile Little White School Museum
Ted Clauser Oswego Historical Association
Deanna Howard Plano Library
Jeanne Valentine Plano Historical Society
Ken Donart Chapel on the Green
Suzie Kritzberg Chapel on the Green
Sharon Lowery Chapel on the Green
John Aman Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission
Sonya Abt Village of Montgomery
Robyn Sutcliff Yorkville Historic Preservation Society
Krysti Barksdale-Noble Yorkville
Victor Scott Ferndell
Marilyn Thompson Ferndell
Joan Hardekopf Sandwich Historical Society
Chris Phillips Sandwich Historical Committee
Kendra Parzen Landmarks Illinois
Scott Mehaffey Farnsworth House
Carolyn Lioce Farnsworth House
Jill Morgan Aurora Preservation Commission
Skydan Equity Partners, LLC Gaylord House
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Jayne Bernhard City of Joliet
Greg Peerbolte Joliet HPC
Sharon Merwin Joliet HPC
Brook McDonald Dickson-Murst Farm
Sarah Skilton Oswego Public Library District
Lynette Heiden Charles B. Phillips Public Library District
Lisa Pappas Plainfield Library District
Tina Beaird Plainfield Historical Society
Amanda Bennett Sandwich Public Library
Michaela Haberkern Aurora Library
Megan Millen Joliet Library
Shelley Augustine Yorkville Library
Lauren Offerman Three Rivers Library District
Michele Houchens Three Rivers Library District
Anne Sears
James Morris
Jeff Mathre
Ken Wolf
Leigh Anne Scoghton
Paul Burd
Jeff Farren
Todd Milliron
Barb Klock Village of Lisbon
Martha Stephenson Village of Lisbon
Cliff Fox Village of Newark
Natasha Didos Ritsma Executive Director of Schingoethe Museum
Dr. Mark Soderstrom University of Aurora
Dr. Gerald Butters University of Aurora
Lisa Wolancevich Save the Historic Jail
Valerie Burd Save the Historic Jail
Johanna Byram Yorkville Historic Preservation Society
Jason Peterson Kendall County Board
Seth Wormley Kendall County Board
Ruben Rodriguez Kendall County Board
Matt Kellogg Kendall County Board
Dan Koukol Kendall County Board
Scott Gengler Kendall County Board
Brian DeBolt Kendall County Board
Elizabeth Flowers Kendall County Board
Zach Bachmann Kendall County Board
Brooke Shanley Kendall County Board
Kristine Heiman Kendall County HPC
Eric Bernacki Kendall County HPC
Jeff Wehrli Kendall County HPC
Marty Shanahan Kendall County HPC
Todd Volker Kendall County Economic Development Coordinator
Kelvin Johnson Bristol
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Ed Hatteberg Norsk Museum
Sandy Vahl Sheridan
Shannon Bronn Minooka
Jane Lauterbach Minooka
Bev Casey Millington
Janet Blue Millington
Mark Harrington
Thomas Milschewski 
Victoria Lundh Kendall-Grundy Farm Bureau
Scott Baietti LaSalle Manor
Jon Pressley IHPA
Annie Jordan Oswegoland Park District
Jane Burke
Jeff Nakaerts
Philip Buchanan
Ken Itle WJE
Jane Johnson Kanakakee County
Mary Lou Wehrli
Eric Pry Aurora GAR Museum
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Proactive Historic Preservation and 
Adaptive Reuse in Chicagoland

A panic-free approach to pre-planning a 
building’s possible next life for its highest 
and best use with owner and community 
in mind.

Wednesday
January 24th

7 PM
Naperville Municipal Center

Meeting Rooms A/B
400 S. Eagle Street, Naperville, IL

RSVP Link*

Naperville Preservation, Inc.
www.napervillepreservation.org

napervillepreservation@gmail.com
331-472-0817

Naperville Preservation Inc. presents:

Proactive Historic Preservation
and

Adaptive Reuse in Chicagoland
January 24, 2024, 7pm
Naperville Municipal Center, Meeting Rooms A/B
400 S. Eagle Street, Naperville, IL

Our speaker is John Curley, Chief 
Development Services Officer, City of 
Aurora, IL. He has been instrumental in 
Aurora’s many preservation successes. You’ll 
hear about:
• How to identify and preserve historic 

buildings that make a community unique.
• How historic buildings can be repurposed 

often at lower cost and less harm to the 
environment than new construction.

• How genuine communication between 
various community groups can lead to 
successful outcomes for all.

Please join us.

* If you cannot attend in person, you may register for a zoom viewing. The event will also be recorded.
44
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