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KENDALL COUNTY  
COMPREHENSIVE LAND PLAN AND ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

  
Kendall County Office Building 

County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 
111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 

 5:00 p.m. 
Meeting Minutes of October 26, 2022 

  
Chairman Larry Nelson called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Bill Ashton, Scott Gengler, Randy Mohr (Arrived at 5:11 p.m.), Larry Nelson, Alyse 
Olson, Matthew Prochaska, and Jeff Wehrli  
 
Member Absent:  Scott Gryder 
 
Others Present: Matt Asselmeier, Jenny Rohr, Phil Corrington, Linda Corrington, Alissa Werner, Pete 
Fleming, Ron Miller, Joan Soltwisch, Fran Miller, Anne Vickery, Jim Martin, Tim O’Brien, and Jillian 
Prodehl 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

Mr. Ashton made a motion, seconded by Mr. Wehrli, to approve the agenda.  With a voice vote 
of six (6) ayes, the motion carried.   

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Mr. Prochaska made a motion, seconded by Mr. Gengler, to approve the minutes of the 
September 28, 2022, meeting with a correction to the narrative of the minutes to reflect that 
Mr. Ashton arrived at 5:10 p.m. instead of 6:10 p.m.  With a voice vote of six (6) ayes, the 
motion carried.   

 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS  
1. Discussion of Future Land Uses Along the Eldamain/Lisbon Road Corridor Between the Fox River 

and Walker Road 
 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the alignment currently in the plan and the minutes of the October 
Highway Committee meeting.  He noted that Chairman Nelson exchanged emails with Fran Klaas 
on the subject. 
 
Mr. Gengler discussed what occurred at the October Highway Committee meeting.  He felt the 
alignment could be changed in the future.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding past, current, and future traffic counts in the area.   
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Chairman Nelson felt the alignment could be addressed when the County updates the plans for 
Fox and Kendall Townships.  There was no timeframe to construct the road.   
Discussion occurred regarding the history of the Phase I study and alignment of the various 
roads originally planned for the area.   
 
Mr. Mohr arrived at this time (5:11 p.m.). 
 
Chairman Nelson explained the role of Teska in creating and updating the plan.   
 
Jenny Rohr asked if she and her husband should continue to invest in their property, including 
installing a new well.  Chairman Nelson said they should continue to invest in their property.  
The road widening would not likely occur in the next five to ten (5-10) years and he believed a 
new road would go through the field.  Discussion occurred regarding the width of the right-of-
way and compensation to property owners.   
 

2. Update from Seward Township Regarding Updating the Seward Township Comprehensive Plan 
 
Jillian Prodehl, Seward Township Planning Commission, introduced the project.   
 
Pete Fleming and Joan Soltwisch, Seward Township Planning Commission, presented a draft 
future land use map for Seward Township.  They felt that development trends were different 
today than in 2005.  They favored conservation development instead of rezoning individual lots 
for the construction of single-family homes.  They would like the Aux Sable Creek to generally be 
the boundary line between agricultural conservation areas and non-agricultural development. 
They provided a history of land planning in Seward Township and conservation design practices.  
Discussion occurred regarding the soil types around the Aux Sable related to drainage and septic 
systems.  
 
Chairman Nelson requested electronic copies of the maps presented by Seward Township.   
 
Chairman Nelson expressed concerns about the loss of value of the land if the land is classified 
as agricultural on the future land map.  He requested clarification if the Township favored 
conservation design residential development or pure agricultural use.  Mr. Fleming stated that 
most subdivisions will go inside municipalities.  Chairman Nelson suggested having an additional 
category focused on conservation design in agricultural areas.  
 
Mr. Wehrli noted that the philosophy of buying houses has changed and the costs of starter 
houses.  He also noted the dates of the flood insurance maps.   
 
Chairman Nelson discussed the Chatham annexation rules.  Discussion occurred regarding the 
incentives for municipalities to annex land.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding the forty (40) acre rule and the impact of reclassifying land as 
agricultural on the future land use map.   
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Discussion occurred regarding the stormwater ordinance.  Mr. Asselmeier said that a 
municipality in more than one (1) county can choose which county’s stormwater ordinance they 
follow.    
 
The consensus of the Committee was that Seward Township should be the first township 
evaluated in the County’s plan update.  Mr. Asselmeier explained the process and timeline for 
updating the plan.   
 
Jim Martin, Seward Township Trustee, said it was the Commission’s intent to present a draft 
document and not a final document.  He discussed the need to work together on updating the 
plan.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier discussed the process of updating the plan.  He noted that Joliet has started the 
process to update their plan.   
 
Mr. Mohr requested that Seward Township provide important bullet points that would comprise 
a conservation development.  The request was that Seward Township provide this information 
within the next three to four (3-4) months.   
 
Mr. Ashton requested that the County make easels available for these meetings.  Chairman 
Nelson encouraged people to send documents electronically for the record.   
 

3. Discussion of Future Land Uses Along Route 47 in Kendall and Lisbon Townships 
 
Mr. Asselmeier provided an email from Scott Friestad saying that research was ongoing 
regarding creating an agricultural conservation zone.   
 

4. Discussion of Solar Panel Zoning Regulations  
 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the County current solar panel zoning regulations.  He explained the 
differences between accessory uses, solar gardens, and solar farms.  To date, no special uses 
have been issued under the ordinance.  The solar project previously approved was approved as 
a “public or private utility other” and no open applications for solar panel projects exist in the 
unincorporated area.   
 
Chairman Nelson expressed concerns about large solar projects.  He discussed the proposed 
solar project in and outside Plano.   He would like regulations for larger solar projects. 
 
Discussion occurred about the benefits to the County for having solar projects within the 
County.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding bonding or funding for decommissioning.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding the State removing a county’s ability to create and enforce zoning 
regulations for solar panels.   
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Discussion occurred about applying the Stormwater Management Ordinance to solar projects if 
they do not meet the acreage disturbance requirements.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding relating batteries and putting out fires if the batteries catch fire.   
 
Chairman Nelson favored working with solar companies and negotiating good stormwater 
infrastructure and land planning with the solar companies.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier said Kendall County copied DeKalb County’s regulations.  Other counties 
delineate over megawatt or project acreage size.    
 
Mr. Asselmeier will gather other solar panel regulations.   
 
Ms. Soltwisch discussed the solar panels in Dubuque, Iowa.   
 
Discussion occurred regarding the costs for decommissioning wind mills. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

None 
 

CITIZENS TO BE HEARD/PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
The next meeting will be December 14, 2022.  Mr. Prochaska made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting, seconded by Mr. Ashton.  With a voice vote of seven (7) ayes, the motion carried.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier, AICP, CFM 
Senior Planner 
 
Encs. 
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