
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Plano Masonic Lodge • 5 ½ Main Street • 
Plano, IL • 60545 

(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179
AGENDA  

March 21, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty 
Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Tour of the Masonic Lodge
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of December 18, 2023, Meeting (Pages 2-8) 

Approval of Minutes of January 17, 2024, Gathering (Pages 9-10) 
Approval of Minutes of February 21, 2024, Meeting (Pages 11-15) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Approval of a Proclamation Declaring May Historic Preservation Month (Page 16)

2. Review of Historic Preservation Award Applications; Commission Could Select Winner(s)
(Page 17)
a. Chapel on the Green (Pages 18-34)
b. Susan Kritzberg (Pages 35-42)
c. Roger Matile (Pages 43-44)
d. Lisa Wolancevich (Pages 45-49)
e. Naperville Preservation, Inc. (Pages 50-52)

3. Discussion of 13860 Fox Road (Pages 53-63)

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of February 2024 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups

a. Approval of Invoice for Food and Water in the Amount of $49.50; Invoice to Be Paid
from PBZ Department’s Historical Preservation Line Item 11001902-63830 (Page 64)

b. Follow-Up Discussion on the Meeting

2. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County;
Commission Could Determine Meeting Locations and Times
a. Henneberry Barn and Ashley Farm (Page 65)
b. Pickerill Pigot House for Summer Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups

3. Discussion of Historic Structure Surveys
4. Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County (Page 66)

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. December 28, 2023, Email from Edith Farnsworth House (Pages 67-69)
2. Proactive Historic Preservation and Adaptive Reuse in Chicago Event Flyer (Page 70)
3. Preservation Approaches for Cultural Landscapes Webinar (Pages 71-72)
4. Northern Illinois Regional History Conference (Page 73)

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting April 15, 2024 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  

Historic Preservation Commission 
County Boardroom 
111 W. Fox Street  

Rooms 209 and 210 Yorkville, IL 60560 
6:00 p.m. 

December 18, 2023-Unofficial Until Approved 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Jeff Wehrli (Chairman), Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman, and Marty Shanahan 
Absent: None 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier and Wanda A. Rolf 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the agenda. With a voice vote of 
five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Bernacki made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to approve the minutes from the November 
20, 2023, meeting.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Discussion of 2024 Historic Preservation Awards  
Commissioners reviewed the press release and application for the awards.   
 
The awards application window opens on January 12, 2024.  Commissioners will discuss a list of potential 
nominees at the next meeting.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that the following previously received awards: Chapel on 
the Green, LaSalle Manor, Howard Manthei, Historic Yorkville Jail and Sherriff’s Residence, Beverly Casey, 
Lowell Mathre, and Stephenie Todd.  Mr. Asselmeier stated the next meeting for Historic Preservation is on 
January 17, 2024.  The window to accept nominations closes on February 28, 2024.   
 
Commissioners discussed projects that were previously nominated, but did not receive awards, including Lyon 
Farm.  It was noted that several nominees, such as the Ferndell Museum and the Misner Blacksmith Shop were 
still incomplete at the time of application submittal.   Mr. Asselmeier will compile a list of nominees that did 
not receive awards in previous years.  Chairman Wehrli asked if the historic commission can have Roger Matile 
come to one of our meetings as a guest.  Mr. Asselmeier mentioned he would look into inviting Mr. Matile.   

2



HPC Meeting Minutes 12.18.23 Page 2 of 3 

 
Discussion of 2024 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups 
Commissioners reviewed the list of invitees, save the date card, and letter to invitees.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that the “Save the Date Card” will include sentences regarding the nominees for the 
historic preservation awards and identifying the oldest structures and businesses in Kendall County.  The “Save 
the Date Card” will be sent in January 2024.  
 
Discussion of Historic Structure Surveys 
Mr. Asselmeier stated the County Board approved Forty-Four Thousand Dollars ($44,000) to survey 
unincorporated Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.  The grant window is expected to open in February 2024.  
The County Board is still waiting for a reimbursement check for the previous structure survey.  
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that the below list are some of the locations the Commission could have tentative 
meetings:  
 
United Plattville UPA hall is available for the January 17, 2024.  They are still trying to find someone to speak 
on the history of the arsenal.  
Plano Masonic Lodge is tentative for the March 2024 meeting. 
Henneberry Barn and Ashley Farm have no insulation and meetings could be held in the spring or summer of 
2024.  
Pickerill Pigot House will be reserved after the Summer 2024 meeting. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
November 20, 2023, November 22, 2023, November 27, 2023, and November 30, 2023, Emails from Edith 
Farnsworth House 
Commissioners reviewed the emails from Farnsworth House.  There were four (4) emails sent in November.  
On December 18, 2023, another email was sent for the 2023 Annual Appeal.   
 
Member Heiman asked if other counties have invited Kendall County Historic Preservation to their meetings.  
Mr. Asselmeier responded that geographically our neighboring counties are much larger than Kendall County 
and do not necessarily have the same types of meetings. 
 
November 28, 2023, Federal Highway Administration and Illinois Department of Transportation Section 106 
PA Development Notification Letter 
Discussion occurred regarding notification of historic places.  Chairman Wehrli asked about Lyon Farm 
receiving a Section 106 notification letter.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that the Planning, Building and Zoning 
Department receives the Section 106 notification letters, but the Lyon Farm letter might have been sent before 
he started with Kendall County in January 2017.   
 
Chairman Wehrli spoke about several old homes being torn down on Wolf’s Crossing and how this type of 
demolition can be prevented.   
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Chairman Wehrli discussed the possibility of inviting Native American Tribes to a future Commission meeting.  
Member Bernacki mentioned having a Native American Tribe do a presentation on historic traditions at one (1) 
of the meetings.  Member Flowers asked to possibly contact Aurora University to see if they have a contact.  
Mr. Asselmeier will check with Larry Nelson and Fran Klaas to see if they have contacts with some of the 
Native American Tribes historically associated with the area. 
 
December 4, 2023, Email from Landmarks Illinois 
Commissioners reviewed the email which included nominations for the most endangered historic structures in 
Illinois.   
 
December 2023 Edition of the Bell Tower 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Administrative Assistant 
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KENDALL COUNTY  

Historic Preservation Commission 
United Plattville Association Hall 6617 Chicago Road 

Yorkville, IL 60560 
(630)553-4141 Fax (630)553-4179 

6:00 p.m. 
January 17, 2024-Unofficial Until Approved 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:17 p.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman), 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman, and Marty Shanahan 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Wanda A. Rolf, and Debbie Stadel  
 
Due to the absence of a quorum, no meeting occurred. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Commissioners discussed the history of the Plattville Armory.  Debbie Stadel stated that The Plattville Armory 
was established in July 1923 and burned down in 1946.  Once the U.S. entered into WW1, many residents 
looked for ways to support the war effort.  Charles Howell was unable to join the US military due to 
accidentally shooting off his index finger in his youth.   Howell and his neighbors formed The Illinois Reserve 
Militia.  The state’s home guard.  The group was organized as Company K Fifth Infantry.   The United States 
Army provided Company K with a surplus military equipment.  Over the years, Howell and his men established 
the Plattville Armory that can be a community center for the residents.  In 1933, Bonnie and Clyde raided the 
Plattville Armory and stole a number of firearms including the powerful Browning automatic rifles.  The 
weapons were since recovered.  The US government sent a letter to the Plattville Armory asking for the 
weapons to be returned to the government.  The weapons were picked up and brought back to Washington D.C. 
The Plattville Armory burned down in 1946 and was rebuilt as a VFW hall.  The hall housed events for the 
community.  
 
Mr. Asselmeier reported the press release for the nominations for historic preservation awards was sent out on 
January 12, 2024.   It will be discussed at the meeting on February 21, 2024.  The application for nominations is 
on the Kendall County website.  The window to accept nominations closes on February 28, 2024.   
 
Jon Pressley from the State of Illinois will be here to discuss preservation awards and the importance of 
landmarking a structure.  The request to ask attendees about the oldest structure and oldest business in Kendall 
County has been added to the save-the-date.  
  
Commissioners reviewed a list of Native American tribes provided by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation.   
 
Commissioners reviewed an email from Farnsworth House, a flyer regarding the Naperville Preservation 
Incorporated’s Proactive Historic Preservation and Adaptive Reuse in Chicagoland event, and an email 
regarding the Preservation Approaches for Cultural Landscapes webinar hosted by WJE.      
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Attendees left at 6:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Administrative Assistant 
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KENDALL COUNTY  

Historic Preservation Commission 
Historic Preservation Organization Meeting 

Au Sable Presbyterian Church 5021 Wheeler Road 
Yorkville, IL 60560 

6:00 p.m. 
February 21, 2024-Unofficial Until Approved 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Vice-Chair Eric Bernacki called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.  
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Vice Chair), Elizabeth Flowers, and Kristine Heiman 
Absent: Marty Shanahan and Jeff Wehrli 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Wanda A. Rolf, Jon Pressley from the Illinois State Historic Preservation Office 
(Via Zoom), Lisa Wolancevich from Kendall County Historical Society, Johanna Byram from Kendall County 
Historical Society, Todd Volker from Kendall County Economic Development, Ed Hatteberg from Norsk 
Museum, Jeff Farren from Chapel on the Green, Tina Beaird from Oswego Heritage Association, Judy Wheeler 
from Oswego Heritage Association and Au Sable Presbyterian Church, Sharon Lowy from Chapel on the 
Green, Jill Morgan from City of Aurora, Ken Donart from Chapel on the Green, Susan Kritzberg from Chapel 
on the Green, Sarah Skilton from Oswego Public Library, Philip Buchanan from Naperville Preservation, Mary 
Lou Wehrli from Friends of the Green Barn and Naperville Preservation, and Jeanne Valentine from Plano 
Historical Society. 
 
WELCOMING REMARKS 
Elizabeth Flowers, Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission, welcomed the attendees and spoke about 
the importance of preserving historical places.  Elizabeth Flowers and Eric Bernacki spoke about the historic 
places the Commission visited in Kendall County.   
 
PRESENTATION ON THE IMPORTANCE OF LANDMARKING PROPERTIES 
Jon Pressley, MA, RPA, Illinois Department of Natural Resources spoke about the importance of landmarking 
properties.  Mr. Pressley stated that locally enacted and enforced ordinances are the most effective means of 
preserving cultural landmarks.  Ordinances authorize a municipality or county government to create historic 
preservation commissions, create landmarks, and delay or deny proposed demolition permits.  One (1) of the 
attendees asked if there was a website to obtain the Historical Preservation information and printable lists of 
historic places.  Mr. Asselmeier responded to go to the website kendallcountyil.gov, click Departments, then 
GIS Portal, and then go to Planning, Building and Zoning.  Click on the that says Zoning, click on it and click 
on Historic Features. 
 
Mr. Pressley also spoke about The Illinois State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act.  Section 707 
requires state agencies to follow preservation protocols for projects receiving state funding.  Mr. Pressley also 
spoke about Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, which requires that each federal 
agency identify and assess the effects its actions may have on historic buildings. Under Section 106, each 
federal agency must consider public views and concerns about historic preservation issues when making final 
project decisions.  
 
Mr. Pressley also stated that the window for Certified Local Government Grants would open in the summer. 
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PRESENTATION BY AU SABLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Judy Wheeler stated that, in 1846, like-minded people gathered together and wanted to have a place to meet.  In 
1848 a one (1) room school was built.  Union School/Church was the social center and worship location for the 
people in the area.  Then, in 1866, a stand-alone church was built.  During harvest time, farmers took a small 
part of grain out to pay for the church.  In 1959, the current sanctuary was built.  Since then, there have been 
youth activities, missions, bible study, and generations of Au Sable Grove Presbyterian church members.  Many 
of the nearby roads were named after the founders.    
 
ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION  
Tina Beaird, with Oswego Heritage Association, spoke about history of The Chapel on the Green.  Built in 
1855, the Chapel is a charming historic venue for weddings.  Many renovations have occurred including new 
floors and a new roof.  The chapel has the original stained glass windows.  The windows will need to be 
restored, which the church is working on currently.  There is a memorial bench for Howard Manthei who was 
active in several organizations in the area including Chapel on the Green.  Recently, the Chapel on the Green 
received a large collection of vintage wedding clothes, gowns and accessories dating between 1800 and 1930. 
Chapel on the Green was also recognized for its part in assisting those escaping from slavery through the 
Underground Railroad. 
 
Tina Valentine, with the Plano Historic Museum, spoke about the fundraiser to restore the Chamber of 
Commerce's reaper, the 1883 Plano Manufacturing Harvester which appeared in parades for many years.  The 
Plano Historic Museum is at 4 S. West Street and is open Saturdays from 11:00 am to 4:00 pm. She also 
discussed the books that she wrote about the reaper.   
 
Jill Morgan, with the City of Aurora, spoke about the major rehabbing of Copley Hospital Healthcare Center.  
Ms. Morgan also spoke about The Venue on Broadway.  The Venue is a live music performance space in 
downtown Aurora, Illinois, with a two hundred (200) seat venue and outdoor stage when weather permits.  She 
also discussed the impact of the River’s Edge Tax Credit. 
 
Ed Hatteberg, with the Norsk Museum, spoke about the how families can attend several museums for One 
Dollar ($1) per family in LaSalle County through a passport system.  The Norsk Museum is open to the public 
Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., June through September.  The museum is located in the 
former Hauge Lutheran Church.  The Norway Temperance Hall is listed on the National Register as a 
contributing building to the Norway Historic District. Built in 1909, by the Methodist Church, the Norway 
Temperance Hall served as a social and educational center in the community.  It is currently on the list of Most 
Endangered Historic Places in Illinois.  He also discussed the upcoming bicentennial of the settlement of 
Norway. 
 
Mary Lou Wehrli, with Naperville Preservation and Friends of the Green Barn and Oak Cottage, is an active 
advocate of public trails, local history, and historic preservation.  She spoke about the Mayslake Peabody 
Mansion, an estate constructed as a country home for Francis Stuyvesant Peabody, a coal magnate, between 
1919 and 1922.  After Peabody's death during a fox hunt on the grounds, the property went to the Franciscan 
religious order of the Catholic Church.  The legend says that Peabody's corpse had been preserved in 
formaldehyde and lay in state, suspended in a glass coffin on the altar of the little Portiuncula Chapel which is 
still on the grounds.  Rumors spread and teenagers went to the grounds for a peek inside.  If apprehended by the 
monks, the teens would be punished by kneeling on salt or broken glass, which was not true.  Mr. Peabody is 
interred in a nearby cemetery.  People who visit the property say it is haunted. 
 
Lisa Wolancevich, with Kendall County Historical Society, stated that the mission of the Society is to aid in the 
preservation, renovation and economic promotion of historic buildings and sites in the Yorkville area, the Old 
Jail at 111 West Madison Street was one of them.  A haunted house was held in the jail to help raise funds to 
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keep the building maintained. It was slated for possible demolition. There are now tenants in the building.  The 
Kendall County Historical Society encourages new people to join in and help save the historical landmarks.  
She also discussed efforts to renovate the buildings on the Lyon Farm and various fundraisers. 
 
Philip Buchanan, from Naperville Preservation Society, is a Project Manager in the Museum Exhibits industry.  
projects include the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum in Springfield, and The Great Train 
Story and Toymaker at the Museum of Science and Industry. He has worked in just about every large museum 
in the Chicagoland area. 
 
DISCUSSION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that the application deadline for historic preservation awards is the end of the day on 
February 28, 2024.  To date, the County has received five (5) applications. 
 
DISCUSSION OF THE OLDEST BUILDING AND OLDEST BUSINESS IN KENDALL COUNTY 
The Kendall County Record was considered the oldest continually operating business. 
 
Discussion occurred regarding the stone barn that were used to house prisoners prior to the construction of a 
County jail and was used to hide from Native Americans. 
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Mr. Bernacki noted that the Commission had been holding meetings at various historic locations throughout the 
County.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Ms. Valentine asked about the changes to the Kendall County Recorder of Deeds Office’s website.  Mr. 
Asselmeier said that she should contact Recorder of Deed Debbie Gillette.   
 
Discussion occurred about inviting Native American tribes to have educational events in the County. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of three (3) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Administrative Assistant 
 
Enc. 
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State of Illinois Historic Preservation 
County of Kendall  
 

A PROCLAMATION 
Declaring Historic Preservation Month in Kendall County, Illinois 

_________ - _________ 
 
 

 
 
WHEREAS, historic preservation is an effective tool for managing growth and sustainable 
development, revitalizing neighborhoods, fostering local pride and maintaining community character 
while enhancing livability; and  

WHEREAS, historic preservation is relevant for communities across the nation, both urban and rural, 
and for Americans of all ages, all walks of life and all ethnic backgrounds; and  

WHEREAS, it is important to celebrate the role of history in our lives and the contributions made by 
dedicated individuals in helping to preserve the tangible aspects of the heritage that has shaped us as 
a people; and  

WHEREAS, “People Saving Places” is a theme adopted by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation and embraced by Kendall County as we celebrate our historic built environment and 
work to preserve the places that matter to the citizens of our County; and  

THEREFORE, the Board of Kendall County do proclaim May as National Preservation Month, and 
call upon the people of Kendall County to join their fellow citizens across the United States in 
recognizing and participating in this special observance. 
 
ADOPTED BY THE COUNTY BOARD THIS 7TH DAY OF MAY, 2024. 
 
 

Attest: 
 
 
___________________________________           __________________________________ 
Matt Kellogg      Debbie Gillette 
County Board Chairman    County Clerk 
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Award Ballot 

 

_____ Chapel on the Green 

_____ Susan Kritzberg 

_____ Roger Matile 

_____ Lisa Wolancevich  

_____ Naperville Preservation, Inc. 

 

List 1 Through 5 with 1 Being the Highest 
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Matt, 

  

Here is a short write up on Roger. Let me know if you need any more information. 

  

Roger Matile moved to Oswego in 1954. Generations of his family had lived in the area, so he was 

already quite familiar with the land. In 1964, he graduated from Oswego High School before going on to 

attend Northern Illinois University.  

  

He claims his love for writing began in 1976, when he and his wife, Sue, were members of the Kendall 

County Bicentennial Commission. Together, they helped produce "A Bicentennial History of Kendall 

County, Illinois", as well as monographs including "Indians of Kendall County" and "A Students' History 

of Kendall County" 

  

Determined to make a career out of his new-found love, Roger Matile began his journalism career as a 

local history columnist for the Fox Valley Sentinel in 1977. Soon after, he accepted additional work as a 

reporter for the Sentinel, covering several local governmental agencies, including the Montgomery 

Village Board, the West Aurora School Board, the Oswego School Board, and the Kane County Board.  

  

Eventually, Roger was promoted to editor of the Ledger-Sentinel, serving for 28 years. As editor, he 

became one of the driving forces that helped grow the newspaper from a 2,000 circulation, 20-page 

newspaper in 1980 to a circulation of more than 8,300 with an average of more than 80 pages each 

week. During his time at the newspaper, he won many awards for news articles, editorials, columns, 

photography, and graphics, including multiple IPA awards for Best Coverage of Taxation Issues and Best 

School Board Coverage in Illinois. Despite retiring from the Ledger-Sentinel in 2008, Roger Matile 

continues writing his weekly 'Reflections' column on local history for the Ledger-Sentinel's Opinion page. 

  

When he isn’t writing, Roger keeps himself busy at Little White School Museum. When he and his wife 

were working on the  Kendall County Bicentennial Commission in 1976, he was asked to join the 

Oswegoland Heritage Association in preserving the old Little White School building. Since then, he has 

accumulated more than 30 years of service as the museum’s volunteer director.  

  

  

Anne Jordan 

She/her/hers 

Museum Manager | Little White School Museum 
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INTEGRITY • COLLABORATION • INNOVATION 

We Create Opportunities for a Healthy Community! 
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I am nominating Lisa Wolancevich for the 2024 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award. 
 
As a testimonial, if there is a building that should be saved for historical and architectural 
purposes, Lisa is the person to spark a movement with passionate volunteers. She has 
dedicated many volunteer hours to the field of historic preservation. 
 
Her past preservation leadership efforts have been the Kendall County Jail, a business building 
(Superman-American flag brick building) in downtown Plano, Illinois, and the Grand Theater in 
Wheaton.  
 
Without her leadership, the 1893 Kendall County Jail and Sheriff’s Residence would have been 
demolished.  Now it compliments the historic courthouse across the street and is serving as a 
new adaptation of the property.  
 
She consulted for the Superman building on Main Street  in Plano , meeting with the owner and 
mayor, then the realtor and developer.   
 
Her expertise was sought for the history and photos of the 220 South Bridge building in 
Yorkville, the former Homer Dickson agricultural implement facility, discovering its three 
buildings on the site.  She arranged for the Dickson family to meet the Williams family that owns 
it now.  
 
There’s the ongoing historic Kendall County Fair ticket booth renovation project at Lyons Farm. 
Obtaining volunteers, the building was saved from termites and carpenter ants from an old 
woodpile against the building. Then, she researched and proved that this was the ticket booth. 
 
Through the preservation of the old jail, Wolanceich became aware of the need for an 
organization and other buildings to preserve the Yorkville community’s historic legacy and 
encourage economic well-being through a new purpose for the jail structure.So, she founded 
and became director of the Yorkville Historic Preservation Society in 2018.. 
 
“People want to save their history; it is the identity of our town,” she said in a radio interview 
 
But involvement also comes in many other forms. 
 
She has been instrumental in organizing and preserving documents and photos for the Kendall 
County Historical Society, creating a research library for current and future generations to 
enjoy.  
 
There are the annual successful events at the Lyons Farm on Route 71 in Yorkville, such as the 
Fall Festival, Christmas on the Farm, and the Halloween Party. She has helped to promote, 
organize activities and obtain volunteers.  
 
Through all of the aforementioned involvement, Lisa shares her knowledge with other historical 
entities in the region. Her enthusiasm and energy is contagious to others..  
 
As an example, she founded the Grand Theater Corporation in 2000 that saved the Grand 
Theater in Wheaton, spearheading fundraising events, grants and property deeds totaling 
$9000,000 in the first year. During those 365 days, the first phase of restoration and reopening 
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of the shuttered theater occurred. Then she chaired the board and ran programming events for 
four years.  
 
Awarding this Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission honor to Lisa Wolancevich will 
serve to inspire others to help protect the heritage of the county and its surrounding 
communities. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Mark Harrington 
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Annual Kendall County Historic Preservation Awards 

A recognition of properties that have undergone recent exterior and/ or interior preservation, 
restoration, rehabilitation, adaptive use, or sympathetic additions as well as for people or groups that 
exhibit dedication to the field of historic preservation or for sites that possess importance to the history 
of Kendall County, State of Illinois, or the United States. 

MAIL NOMINATION FORM TO: 

Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 111 W. Fox Street 

Yorkville, IL 60560 

EMAIL NOMINATION FORM TO: 

Matt Asselmeier, masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov 

DEADLINE: February 28, 2024-4:00 pm Street address: 

___________________________________________________________ 

Current property owner: 

Historic name and/or original owner (if 
known):____________________________________________________ 

Current use: 

Historic use: 

Year built (if known): 

Year rehabilitated, renovated, restored (if known): 
_________________________________________________ Architectural style / form (if known): 
___________________________________________________________ 

Reason for nomination:Please provide a short description, between 50 and 500 words, explaining the 
project or person being nominated. The statement should clearly identify the purpose and scope of 
work, unusual challenges or innovative approaches, sensitive treatment of historic fabric, long-term 
impact and any other information that supports the nomination as being exceptional. 

I am nominating Lisa Wolancevich for the 2024 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award. 

 

As a testimonial, if there is a building that should be saved for historical and architectural purposes, Lisa 
is the person to spark a movement with passionate volunteers. She has dedicated many volunteer hours 
to the field of historic preservation. 

 

Her past preservation leadership efforts have been the Kendall County Jail, a business building 
(Superman-American flag brick building) in downtown Plano, Illinois, and the Grand Theater in Wheaton.  
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Without her leadership, the 1893 Kendall County Jail and Sheriff’s Residence would have been 
demolished.  Now it compliments the historic courthouse across the street and is serving as a new 
adaptation of the property.  

 

She consulted for the Superman building on Main Street  in Plano , meeting with the owner and mayor, 
then the realtor and developer.   

 

Her expertise was sought for the history and photos of the 220 South Bridge building in Yorkville, the 
former Homer Dickson agricultural implement facility, discovering its three buildings on the site.  She 
arranged for the Dickson family to meet the Williams family that owns it now.  

 

There’s the ongoing historic Kendall County Fair ticket booth renovation project at Lyons Farm. 
Obtaining volunteers, the building was saved from termites and carpenter ants from an old woodpile 
against the building. Then, she researched and proved that this was the ticket booth. 

 

Through the preservation of the old jail, Wolanceich became aware of the need for an organization and 
other buildings to preserve the Yorkville community’s historic legacy and encourage economic well-
being through a new purpose for the jail structure.So, she founded and became director of the Yorkville 
Historic Preservation Society in 2018.. 

 

“People want to save their history; it is the identity of our town,” she said in a radio interview 

 

But involvement also comes in many other forms. 

 

She has been instrumental in organizing and preserving documents and photos for the Kendall County 
Historical Society, creating a research library for current and future generations to enjoy.  

 

There are the annual successful events at the Lyons Farm on Route 71 in Yorkville, such as the Fall 
Festival, Christmas on the Farm, and the Halloween Party. She has helped to promote, organize activities 
and obtain volunteers.  

 

Through all of the aforementioned involvement, Lisa shares her knowledge with other historical entities 
in the region. Her enthusiasm and energy is contagious to others..  
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As an example, she founded the Grand Theater Corporation in 2000 that saved the Grand Theater in 
Wheaton, spearheading fundraising events, grants and property deeds totaling $9000,000 in the first 
year. During those 365 days, the first phase of restoration and reopening of the shuttered theater 
occurred. Then she chaired the board and ran programming events for four years.  

 

Awarding this Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission honor to Lisa Wolancevich will serve to 
inspire others to help protect the heritage of the county and its surrounding communities. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Mark Harrington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images: Please provide a minimum of five photographs or quality digital photographs in .jpg format on a 
CD ROM, flash drive, or by email highlighting the project. Before and after pictures are encouraged. 

• Submitted by:_____Mark Harrington 
___________________________________________________________________________ Phone: 
____ _________________________ Email: 

______________________________________________Address:____  
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Kendall County Historic Preserva4on Awards 
NOMINATION 

Submi?ed February 9, 2024 
 

Naperville Preserva,on, Inc.  Page 1 of 3 

Thank you for spurring recogni4on of culturally significant historic community assets! 
 
I nominate Naperville Preserva4on, Inc. (NPI) for its dedica4on to historic preserva4on. Nichols 
Library, Oak Co?age and Greene Barn are significant to the cultural and agricultural history of 
the State of Illinois and United States of America. 
 
“2024 Kendall County Preserva4on Award” for dedica4on to the field of historic preserva4on. 
Specifically, successful saving and accomplishing adap,ve re-use of Nichols Library in downtown 
Naperville and encouraging adap,ve re-use of the Greene Homestead: Oak CoGage and Greene 
Barn. 
 
It takes a village; including, but not limited to: ci4zens, elected officials, professionals, and 
organiza4ons. NPI has ac4vely sought preserva4on tools, engaged in educa4on, and effec4vely 
brought people and processes together to benefit historic preserva4on. They are DEDICATED. 
 
NPI has cul4vated resources, volunteers, marke4ng, educa4on, and can-do spirit to preserve the 
built heritage of our community. 
 
Specific examples include, but are not limited to: 
 
NPI has a?racted broad recogni4on and support with its nomina4on to Landmarks IL which 
then designated Oak Co?age as among the top 10 most endangered structures in the State of 
Illinois 2023. 
h?ps://www.landmarks.org/preserva4on-programs/most-endangered-historic-places-in-
illinois/# 
 
NPI has included Oak Co?age and the Greene Barn in its Living History list of significant historic 
buildings. 
h?ps://www.napervillepreserva4on.org/places/living-history 
 
NPI has funded tours and stories of endangered and loved structures. It is through the success 
of the Greene Barn stabiliza4on that the next steps toward adap4ve re-use can be informed, 
defined, supported, and executed. 
h?ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adVfCvacLvY 
h?ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzrR5pZtHGA 
 
NPI successfully saved Nichols Library from demoli4on and ac4vely supported its adap4ve re-
use. Now it is a beau4ful and delicious Gia Mia restaurant! 
h?ps://www.napervillepreserva4on.org/places/old-nichols-library 
h?ps://www.napervillepreserva4on.org/news 
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Kendall County Historic Preserva4on Awards 
NOMINATION 

Submi?ed February 9, 2024 
 

Naperville Preserva,on, Inc.  Page 2 of 3 

As Kendall County marches thoughjully toward preserva4on of its cultural heritage I am 
grateful that KCHP casts a broad net to include possible recogni4on of groups that exhibit 
dedica4on to the field of historic preserva4on AND sites that possess importance to the history 
of Illinois and America.  
 
Perhaps in the future “stabiliza4on” can be included as an award category. It is an important 
step. That is what was accomplished, aker much community input,  in 2012 when the Forest 
Preserve District of DuPage County stabilized the Greene Barn for $1.2M. Perhaps someday 
W.B. “Bill” Greene will be honored posthumously for his generous dona4on of the 10-acres with 
house and barn. Visibility of generous philanthropy encourages more of the same. 
 
The largest barn in DuPage County at 14,000 square feet sits on the 10-acre farmstead donated 
to future genera4ons for public use. The property is the visible north cornerstone of the 1,388-
acre Greene Valley Forest Preserve. Oak Co?age, home of Greene Families 1850-1982, stands 
nearby.  
 
Naperville Preserva4on, Inc. is a grassroots, independent 501(c)(3) organiza4on dedicated to all 
architectural styles and periods.  
 
Naperville Preserva4on, Inc. is nominated for “2024 Kendall County Preserva4on Award” for its 
dedica4on to the field of historic preserva4on. 
 
Thank you for your considera4on. 
 
 
Submi?ed February 9, 2024 by 
Mary Lou Wehrli 

 
 

 

 
5 photos 
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Naperville Preserva,on, Inc.  Page 3 of 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greene Homestead: Oak Co?age & Barn 
DuPage Southern Regionl Trail in front. 

Barn interior. East/West wing. 

Oak Co?age interior. 

Nichols Library adap4ve re-use 
as Gia Mia restaurant. 

Oak Co?age rear. 
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Proactive Historic Preservation and 
Adaptive Reuse in Chicagoland

A panic-free approach to pre-planning a 
building’s possible next life for its highest 
and best use with owner and community 
in mind.

Wednesday
January 24th

7 PM
Naperville Municipal Center

Meeting Rooms A/B
400 S. Eagle Street, Naperville, IL

RSVP Link*

Naperville Preservation, Inc.
www.napervillepreservation.org

napervillepreservation@gmail.com
331-472-0817

Naperville Preservation Inc. presents:

Proactive Historic Preservation
and

Adaptive Reuse in Chicagoland
January 24, 2024, 7pm
Naperville Municipal Center, Meeting Rooms A/B
400 S. Eagle Street, Naperville, IL

Our speaker is John Curley, Chief 
Development Services Officer, City of 
Aurora, IL. He has been instrumental in 
Aurora’s many preservation successes. You’ll 
hear about:
• How to identify and preserve historic 

buildings that make a community unique.
• How historic buildings can be repurposed 

often at lower cost and less harm to the 
environment than new construction.

• How genuine communication between 
various community groups can lead to 
successful outcomes for all.

Please join us.

* If you cannot attend in person, you may register for a zoom viewing. The event will also be recorded.
70

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpqLZOlz8sFBB9jne5NfF-hUM0Rtk3euntDfK-C2dVCpYKWw/viewform?usp=sf_link
http://www.napervillepreservation.org
mailto:napervillepreservation%40gmail.com?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUscu6rrjoqHNyM2A1YFVF_md7sw32lWGob#/registration
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2024 Regional History Conference 
NIU Libraries Regional History Center will host the second annual Northern 
Illinois Regional History Conference on Saturday April 20, 2024 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. at the Barsema Alumni and Visitors Center on NIU's campus in 
DeKalb. The conference theme is "Transnational Communities and Global 
Influences in/on Northern Illinois," and will feature concurrent panel 
sessions with presentations on a variety of topics and projects related to 
Northern Illinois' history, heritage, and culture in local and global contexts. 

 

The conference keynote speaker is Dr. Erik S. McDuffie, Associate Professor of 
History and African American Studies at the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, who will examine the global impact of Black Northern Illinois 
from the late eighteen century to the present. Specifically, McDuffie will 
discuss African-descended people such as Jean Baptiste Point Du Sable, Ida 
B. Wells, and Christine Johnson, the historic all-Black municipality of Robbins, 
Illinois, and movements such as the Nation of Islam and the Black Arts 
Movement. 

RSVP 

The Northern Illinois Regional History Conference is free and open to public 
but attendees are encouraged to RSVP by April 15, 2024. For more 
information, please contact Special Collections and Archive Department 
Head Bradley J. Wiles via email or 815-753-9392. 

RSVP BY APRIL 15, 2024  
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https://www.niu.edu/conference-event-services/meetings/bavc/index.shtml
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kDOH6hyMMUKnmWtaAjWy5hVjOS6oQYhOrOuXGJxYCINUQkJWS0JVVkVLWkVLWldYTEIxMzA0WEZFVS4u
mailto:bwiles@niu.edu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=kDOH6hyMMUKnmWtaAjWy5hVjOS6oQYhOrOuXGJxYCINUQkJWS0JVVkVLWkVLWldYTEIxMzA0WEZFVS4u
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