
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

111 W. Fox Street • Rooms 209 and 210 • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
June 17, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty 
Shanahan, and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of May 20, 2024, Meeting (Pages 2-12) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. None

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of July 15, 2024, Historic Preservation Group Meeting

a. Review of Agenda for Meeting (Page 13)
b. Review of Invitee Meeting List (Pages 14-17)
c. Other Meeting Logistics (Page 18)

2. Discussion of 13860 Fox Road

3. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County;
Commission Could Determine Meeting Locations and Times

4. Discussion of Historic Structure Surveys (Pages 19-20)

5. Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County

6. Discussion of Cemeteries

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. May 22, 2024 Email from Susan Kritzberg (Page 21)
2. May 23, 2024, Email from Edith Farnsworth House (Pages 22-24)
3. May 30, 2024, Email from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates (Pages 25-26)
4. June 4, 2024, Email from Edith Farnsworth House (Pages 27-30)

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting July 15, 2024, at the Pickerill Estate House in Pickerill-Pigot Forest 
Preserve 

If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Henneberry Barn  
4098 Cherry Road Oswego, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
May 20, 2024-Unofficial Until Approved 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of and Discussion of the Henneberry Barn 
Debra Stevens, Owner of the Henneberry Barn spoke about the history of Henneberry Barn. Built in the late 
1830’s, Ms. Stevens stated that two (2) Native American women, spouses of two (2) French men, purchased the 
building.  The building was used as a factory.   
 
Chairman Wehrli spoke about the first and only slave sale in Kendall County. A man named Mr. Townsend 
purchased a slave for Three Dollars ($3.00) and the next day Mr. Townsend sent him to Canada. There has been 
some work done to the barn.  The future of the barn is currently undecided.    
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), and Jeff Wehrli 
(Chairman) 
Absent: Marty Shanahan  
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Wanda A. Rolf, and Debra Stevens  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda.  With a voice vote of 
four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the March 21, 
2024 meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli thanked Ms. Stevens for hosting the meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of Three Plaques for Historic Preservation Awards and Related Invoice from Leo’s Trophies, Gifts 
and Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $438.00; Related Invoice to Be Paid from Historic Preservation 
Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to pay the invoice. 
 
The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
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Absent (1): Shanahan 
 
The motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of July 15, 2024, Historic Preservation Group Meeting 
Mr. Asselmeier provided a list of invitees with approximately one hundred ten (110) people on the list.  It will 
be held at the Pickerill Piggott House on July 15, 2024.  Chairman Wehrli will speak about the history of the 
Pickerill Piggott House.  Mr. Asselmeier suggested to have Jacquie Purcell, County Coroner, speak at the 
meeting about what happens if you find a cemetery on your property. Chairman Wehrli stated that there are 
cemeteries in Kendall County that have Civil War Veteran’s buried.  There are many family farms with small 
cemeteries on them.  Recently, human remains were found during excavation for new utility pipes in Yorkville. 
It was noted that they came from the abandoned Bristol Burying Ground, where tombstones were moved to the 
Elmwood Cemetery around 1876.  The Kendall County Historical Society is researching who might have been 
buried in the cemetery.  Sixteen (16) burials were known.    
 
Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Mr. Asselmeier received an email from Anna Margaret Barris from the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources that they are proposing to replace the roof and gutters at this time on the former tenant house.  Ms. 
Barris is requesting more information about the property from Kendall County to determine if a National 
Register nomination/registration could be pursued.       
 
Chairman Wehrli asked if it was possible to walk through the tenant house to evaluate it. Mr. Asselmeier stated 
that he does not know but will find out if there can be a walk through. Member Bernacki asked if the State of 
Illinois might turn the property over to Kendall County. Mr. Asselmeier stated that the State owns the property 
and it is part of Silver Springs State Park.  The State would be open to using it as a possible venue or rental. 
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
Commissioners discussed having meetings at other historic locations. Some of the historic locations would like 
to be compensated for the use of their facility. Chairman Wehrli suggested asking the members of The Historic 
Preservation Organization at the July 15, 2024, meeting for information on where there could be future meeting 
places. 
 
Discussion of Historic Structure Surveys 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that grant reimbursement had been received.  No update on the 2024 grant application.   

Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County 
Commissioners spoke about having Native American Tribes give a presentation at one of the Historic 
Preservation meetings. The main tribes in the area were the Fox, Potowatamie and Sauk.  This was tabled for 
the next meeting. 

Discussion of Cemeteries 
Commissioners reviewed emails from Seward Township regarding the Seward Mound Cemetery; Seward 
Township was in the process of acquiring an attorney.  Little Rock Township was working on acquiring the 
Griswold Springs Cemetery; it has one (1) or two (2) Civil War veterans. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Kendall County Historical Society Spring Newsletter 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 
 
April 2024 Edition of the Bell Tower 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 
 
April 8, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
April 18, 2024, National Park Service Email  
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
April 21, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House 
Commissioners reviewed the email.  During its 20th anniversary of being open to the public the Farnsworth 
House is beginning a multi-year rehabilitation of the naturalistic designated landscape surrounding the house. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
Commissioners toured the Henneberry Barn. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A Rolf, Office Assistant 
 
Enc. 
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KENDALL COUNTY 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORGANIZATION MEETING 

Pickerill Estate House • Pickerill-Pigot Forest Preserve  
6350A Minkler Road • Yorkville, IL • 60560 

AGENDA  
                                                       

July 15, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. KCHPC Roll Call and Introductions  

Eric Bernacki (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty 
Shanahan, Jeff Wehrli (Chairman), and Non-KCHPC Attendees  
 

III. Welcoming Remarks     
Jeff Wehrli, Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission Chair 

 
IV. Presentation on the Coroner’s Office Regarding the Bristol Burying Ground and 

the Procedure if a Cemetery is Found on a Farm 
Jacquie Purcell, Kendall County Coroner 
 

V. Discussion of Cemeteries 
 

VI. Presentation on the History of Pickerill-Pigot Forest Preserve 
Jeff Wehrli, Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission Chair  

 
VII. Round Table Discussion    

What Activities Have Your Organizations Been Doing? 
Successes? 
Challenges? 
Strategies for Encouraging Historic Property Owners to Have Open Houses? 
Opportunities for Collaboration? 
 

VIII. Discussion of Future Meeting(s) 
 

IX. Other Business 
 

X. Public Comment 
 

XI. Adjournment 
 

If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please 
contact the Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting 
time. 
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Name Organization 

Mr. John Purcell United City of Yorkville

Mr. Terry D'Arcy City of Joliet

Mr. Ryan Kauffman Village of Oswego

Mr. John Argoudelis Village of Plainfield

Ms. Jackie Kowalksi Village of Millbrook

Mr. Doug Holley  Village of Millington

Mr. Paul Pope Village of Lisbon

Mr. Ric Offerman Village of Minooka

Mr. Jim Davis Village of Newark

Ms. June McCord Village of Plattville

Mr. Todd Latham City of Sandwich

Mr. Matt Brolley Village of Montgomery

Mr. Mike Rennels City of Plano

Mr. Richard C. Irvin City of Aurora

Lyon Farm Kendall County Historical Society

Mr. Lee Hohmann Kendall County Historical Society

Subash George Oswego Historic Preservation Commission

John Brenneman Oswego Resident

Kelly Schomer Oswego Resident

Shaunna Barrow Oswego Historic Preservation Commission

Juan Terrazas Oswego Historic Preservation Commission

Kevin Zentner Oswego Historic Preservation Commission

Rod Zenner Village of Oswego

Rachel Riemenschneider Village of Oswego

Jon Prouxl Plainfield Historical Commission

Michael Bortel Plainfield Historical Commission

Roger Matile Little White School Museum

Ted Clauser Oswego Historical Association

Deanna Howard Plano Library

Jeanne Valentine Plano Historical Society

Ken Donart Chapel on the Green

Suzie Kritzberg Chapel on the Green

Sharon Lowery Chapel on the Green

John Aman Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission

Sonya Abt Village of Montgomery

Robyn Sutcliff Yorkville Historic Preservation Society

Krysti Barksdale‐Noble Yorkville

Victor Scott Ferndell

Marilyn Thompson Ferndell

Joan Hardekopf Sandwich Historical Society

Chris Phillips Sandwich Historical Committee

Kendra Parzen Landmarks Illinois

Scott Mehaffey Farnsworth House

Carolyn Lioce Farnsworth House

Jill Morgan Aurora Preservation Commission

Skydan Equity Partners, LLC Gaylord House
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Jayne Bernhard City of Joliet

Greg Peerbolte Joliet HPC

Sharon Merwin Joliet HPC

Brook McDonald Dickson‐Murst Farm

Sarah Skilton Oswego Public Library District

Lynette Heiden Charles B. Phillips Public Library District

Lisa Pappas Plainfield Library District

Tina Beaird Plainfield Historical Society

Barbara Posinger Sandwich Public Library

Michaela Haberkern Aurora Library

Megan Millen Joliet Library

Shelley Augustine Yorkville Library

Lauren Offerman Three Rivers Library District

Michele Houchens Three Rivers Library District

Anne Sears

James Morris

Jeff Mathre

Ken Wolf

Leigh Anne Scoghton

Paul Burd

Jeff Farren

Todd Milliron

Barb Klock Village of Lisbon

Martha Stephenson Village of Lisbon

Cliff Fox Village of Newark

Natasha Didos Ritsma Executive Director of Schingoethe Museum

Dr. Mark Soderstrom University of Aurora

Dr. Gerald Butters University of Aurora

Lisa Wolancevich Save the Historic Jail

Valerie Burd Save the Historic Jail

Johanna Byram Yorkville Historic Preservation Society

Jason Peterson Kendall County Board

Seth Wormley Kendall County Board

Ruben Rodriguez Kendall County Board

Matt Kellogg Kendall County Board

Dan Koukol Kendall County Board

Scott Gengler Kendall County Board

Brian DeBolt Kendall County Board

Elizabeth Flowers Kendall County Board

Zach Bachmann Kendall County Board

Brooke Shanley Kendall County Board

Kristine Heiman Kendall County HPC

Eric Bernacki Kendall County HPC

Jeff Wehrli Kendall County HPC

Marty Shanahan Kendall County HPC

Todd Volker Kendall County Economic Development Coordinator

Kelvin Johnson Bristol
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Ed Hatteberg Norsk Museum

Sandy Vahl Sheridan

Shannon Bronn Minooka

Bev Casey Millington

Janet Blue Millington

Mark Harrington

Thomas Milschewski 

Angelica Carmen Kendall‐Grundy Farm Bureau

Scott Baietti LaSalle Manor

Jon Pressley IHPA

Annie Jordan Oswegoland Park District

Jane Burke

Jeff Nakaerts

Philip Buchanan

Ken Itle WJE

Jane Johnson Kanakakee County

Mary Lou Wehrli

Eric Pry Aurora GAR Museum
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