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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Henneberry Barn  
4098 Cherry Road Oswego, Illinois 

6:00 p.m. 
May 20, 2024 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

NEW BUSINESS 
Tour of and Discussion of the Henneberry Barn 
Debra Stevens, Owner of the Henneberry Barn spoke about the history of Henneberry Barn. Built in the late 
1830’s, Ms. Stevens stated that two (2) Native American women, spouses of two (2) French men, purchased the 
building.  The building was used as a factory.   

Chairman Wehrli spoke about the first and only slave sale in Kendall County. A man named Mr. Townsend 
purchased a slave for Three Dollars ($3.00) and the next day Mr. Townsend sent him to Canada. There has been 
some work done to the barn.  The future of the barn is currently undecided.    

ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki (Vice-Chair), Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), and Jeff Wehrli 
(Chairman) 
Absent: Marty Shanahan  
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Wanda A. Rolf, and Debra Stevens  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda.  With a voice vote of 
four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the March 21, 
2024 meeting.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli thanked Ms. Stevens for hosting the meeting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 

NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of Three Plaques for Historic Preservation Awards and Related Invoice from Leo’s Trophies, Gifts 
and Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $438.00; Related Invoice to Be Paid from Historic Preservation 
Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Flowers, to pay the invoice. 

The votes were as follows: 
Yeas (4): Bernacki, Flowers, Heiman, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
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Absent (1): Shanahan 
 
The motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of July 15, 2024, Historic Preservation Group Meeting 
Mr. Asselmeier provided a list of invitees with approximately one hundred ten (110) people on the list.  It will 
be held at the Pickerill Piggott House on July 15, 2024.  Chairman Wehrli will speak about the history of the 
Pickerill Piggott House.  Mr. Asselmeier suggested to have Jacquie Purcell, County Coroner, speak at the 
meeting about what happens if you find a cemetery on your property. Chairman Wehrli stated that there are 
cemeteries in Kendall County that have Civil War Veteran’s buried.  There are many family farms with small 
cemeteries on them.  Recently, human remains were found during excavation for new utility pipes in Yorkville. 
It was noted that they came from the abandoned Bristol Burying Ground, where tombstones were moved to the 
Elmwood Cemetery around 1876.  The Kendall County Historical Society is researching who might have been 
buried in the cemetery.  Sixteen (16) burials were known.    
 
Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Mr. Asselmeier received an email from Anna Margaret Barris from the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources that they are proposing to replace the roof and gutters at this time on the former tenant house.  Ms. 
Barris is requesting more information about the property from Kendall County to determine if a National 
Register nomination/registration could be pursued.       
 
Chairman Wehrli asked if it was possible to walk through the tenant house to evaluate it. Mr. Asselmeier stated 
that he does not know but will find out if there can be a walk through. Member Bernacki asked if the State of 
Illinois might turn the property over to Kendall County. Mr. Asselmeier stated that the State owns the property 
and it is part of Silver Springs State Park.  The State would be open to using it as a possible venue or rental. 
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
Commissioners discussed having meetings at other historic locations. Some of the historic locations would like 
to be compensated for the use of their facility. Chairman Wehrli suggested asking the members of The Historic 
Preservation Organization at the July 15, 2024, meeting for information on where there could be future meeting 
places. 
 
Discussion of Historic Structure Surveys 
Mr. Asselmeier reported that grant reimbursement had been received.  No update on the 2024 grant application.   

Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County 
Commissioners spoke about having Native American Tribes give a presentation at one of the Historic 
Preservation meetings. The main tribes in the area were the Fox, Potowatamie and Sauk.  This was tabled for 
the next meeting. 

Discussion of Cemeteries 
Commissioners reviewed emails from Seward Township regarding the Seward Mound Cemetery; Seward 
Township was in the process of acquiring an attorney.  Little Rock Township was working on acquiring the 
Griswold Springs Cemetery; it has one (1) or two (2) Civil War veterans. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Kendall County Historical Society Spring Newsletter 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 
 
April 2024 Edition of the Bell Tower 
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 
 
April 8, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House 
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
April 18, 2024, National Park Service Email  
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
April 21, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House 
Commissioners reviewed the email.  During its 20th anniversary of being open to the public the Farnsworth 
House is beginning a multi-year rehabilitation of the naturalistic designated landscape surrounding the house. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
Commissioners toured the Henneberry Barn. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:36 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A Rolf, Office Assistant 
 
Enc. 
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