
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

201 W. Center Street  • Parkview Christian Academy • 
Yorkville, IL • 60560 

(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179
AGENDA  

January 16, 2025 – 5:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty Shanahan (Vice-
Chair), and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Tour of Parkview Christian Academy’s Center Street Campus

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of December 16, 2024, Meeting 
(Pages 3-11) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NEW BUSINESS:  

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of 2025 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups (Pages 12-15)

2. Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards (Page 16-20)

3. Discussion of 13860 Fox Road

4. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County;
Commission Could Determine Meeting Locations and Times

5. Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County

6. Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of
Certain Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the
Kendall County Code and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit
Applications (Pages 21-22)

7. Discussion of Landmarking Cemeteries and Funding Sources for Cemeteries (Pages 23-62)

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. December 17, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding 2024 Giving

Campaign (Pages 63-67)

2. December 28, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Supporting the Edith
Farnsworth House (Pages 68-70)

PUBLIC COMMENT: 1



 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting February 19, 2025 (Wednesday) at the Plano Stone Church Community 
Center 
 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  

Historic Preservation Commission 
County Boardroom 
111 W. Fox Street  

Rooms 209 and 210 Yorkville, IL 60560 
5:30 p.m. 

December 16, 2024-Unofficial Until Approved 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 5:33 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman, and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Marty Shanahan (Arrived at 5:40 p.m.) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier and Wanda A. Rolf 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the agenda.  With a voice vote of 
four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to approve the minutes from the November 18, 
2024, meeting with the correction to spelling of Member Heiman’s first name.  With a voice vote of four (4) 
ayes, the motion carried.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Chairman Wehrli, stated that the packet has a very lengthy National Register Bulletin regarding landmarking a 
cemetery.  Member Heiman asked what was the benefit of landmarking a cemetery.  Chairman Wehrli stated 
they will find out what the benefit would be.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain 
Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code 
Mr. Asselmeier summarized the issue. 
 
At their meeting on November 18, 2024, the Historic Preservation Commission requested Staff to explore the 
possibility of allowing the Historic Preservation Commission to review applications for demolition permits for 
structures not designed historic or located in an historic district.  
 
Staff has the following questions regarding this request:  

1. Would the Commission only evaluate demolition permits for homes or would they also like to review 
demolition permits for other structures?  

2. Would the Commission’s review include structures on agricultural properties used for agricultural 
purposes?  
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3. Would the definition of structure include all of the items listed in the historic preservation portion of 
State law as “structure”?  

4. Would the criteria for review be the same criteria as currently listed in the County Code?  
5. Would an exemption to Commission review exist in cases where emergency demolition is needed (i.e. 

immediately following a fire)?  
6. Would the timeline for approval and the appeals process be the same as currently listed in the County 

Code?  
7. Does the Commission plan to increase the number of Commission meetings in order to expedite 

permit review? Currently the Department issues permits within ten (10) days of application.  
 
The definition of structure is as follows:  
"Structure". Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires permanent or temporary location on or 
in the ground, including (but without limiting the generality of the foregoing) barns, smokehouses, advertising 
signs, billboards, backstops for tennis courts, bridges, fences, pergolas, gazebos, radio and television antennae, 
solar collectors, microwave antennae, including supporting towers, roads, ruins or remnants (including 
foundations), swimming pools or walkways.  
 
The criteria for review of applications is as follows:  
Standards for review. The Commission, in considering the appropriateness of any alteration, demolition, new 
construction, or removal to any property or structures designated or pending designation as a landmark, or any 
area designated or pending designation as a historic district, shall be guided by the following general standards 
and any design guidelines in the ordinance designating the landmark or historic district as well as conformance 
to applicable zoning classification, height, and area limitation:  

(1) Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for a property that requires 
minimal alteration of the building, structure, or site and its environment, or to use a property for its 
originally intended purpose.  

(2) The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, structure, site, and its environment 
shall not be destroyed. The removal or alteration of any historic material or distinctive architectural 
feature should be avoided whenever possible.  

(3) All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of their time. Alterations that have 
no historical basis or that seek to create an earlier/later appearance shall be discouraged.  

(4) Changes that may have taken place in the course of time are evidence of the history and development 
of a building, structure, or site and its environment. These changes may have acquired significance 
in their own right, and this significance shall be recognized and respected.  

(5) Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship that characterize a building, 
structure, or site shall be treated with sensitivity.  

(6) Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than replaced, wherever possible. In the 
event replacement is necessary, the new material should match the material being replaced in 
composition, design, color, texture, and other visual qualities. Repair or replacement of missing 
architectural features should be based on accurate duplication of features substantiated by historic, 
physical, or pictorial evidence, rather than on conjectural designs or the availability of different 
architectural elements from other buildings or structures.  

(7) The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the utmost care and consideration. 
Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that will damage the historic building materials shall not be 
undertaken.  

(8) Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve archaeological resources affected by or 
adjacent to any project.  

(9) Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be discouraged 
when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural, or cultural 
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material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, material, and character of the 
property, neighborhood, or environment.  

(10) Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures should be done in such a manner that 
if such additions or alterations were to be removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of 
the structure would not be impaired.  

 
The timeline for review and appeal are as follows:  
Determination by preservation commission.  

(1) Within fifteen (15) business days after support staff review, or from the date of the regular meeting, 
or from the close of a public hearing concerning an application for a certificate of appropriateness, or 
within such further time as the applicant for said certificate (and/or permit) approves in writing, the 
Commission shall determine whether:  
a. The proposed construction, alteration, demolition, removal or other modification will be 

appropriate to the preservation of the particular landmark or historic district and a certificate of 
appropriateness may be issued; or  

b. Such proposed modification is inappropriate to the preservation of the particular landmark or 
historic district and a certificate of appropriateness may be denied.  

(2) Written notice of the approval or denial of the application for a certificate of appropriateness shall be 
provided the applicant, sent by certified mail with return receipt requested, and to the County 
Planning, Building and Zoning Department within seven (7) days (Saturdays, Sundays, and legal 
holidays excluded) following the determination and shall be accompanied by a certificate of 
appropriateness in the case of an approval.  

 
Appeals. The final denial of a certificate of appropriateness or a certificate of economic hardship by a 
preservation commission is an administrative decision as defined in Section 3-101 of the Administrative Review 
Law, and it shall be subject to judicial review pursuant to provisions of said Administrative Review Law and all 
amendments and modifications thereof, and the rules adopted thereto.  
 
Between November 2023 and November 2024, the County issued ten (10) demolition permits for structures 
fifty (50) years or older. 
 
Chairman Wehrli stated that they don’t have the authority to stop the demolition of a historic structure not 
locally landmarked.  He suggested providing a packet for the owner to review and have contact information if 
someone had any questions.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated he would create a packet of historic information for the commission to review in the case 
of demolishing a historic structure.    
 
Chairman Wehrli stated that the Historic Preservation Commission does not condone demolishing a historic 
structure.  They can send a negative recommendation to PBZ regarding the demolishing of a structure. 
 
(Marty Shanahan arrived at 5:40 p.m.) 
 
Member Bernacki noted that Kendall County has not completed the structure survey they have planned, once it 
does there will be a better idea of where the historic structures are located.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that if someone wanted to demolish or remodel a historic structure without the 
Commission’s approval there is a fine is between Twenty-Five Dollars ($25) and Five Hundred Dollars ($500) 
for each offense and each day is a separate offense.  The historic structure would get flagged and have to move 
through the Certificate of Appropriateness application process.  
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Chairman Wehrli asked if his neighbor was in the process of demolishing a historic structure, he can submit an 
application for historic recognition.  There is a fee of Five Hundred Dollars ($500) was calculated by how much 
it would cost to notify neighbors and put the notice in the newspaper.   
 
Chairman Wehrli asked how many historic structures were demolished in the last year? Mr. Asselmeier stated 
there were ten (10) structures demolished that were over fifty (50) years old.  It was noted that the house at 1539 
Collins Road was built in 1909.     
 
Chairman Wehrli asked if someone applies for demolition permit and someone applies for historic designation 
on the same property.  Mr. Asselmeier stated there would be a pause while it went through the process.  If the 
property owner was opposed to historic designation the County Board would have to approve the designation 
with a super majority vote. 
 
Member Heiman asked if the Historic Commission could be notified if someone applied for permit pertaining to 
a historic structure.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that if the Commission wanted to be notified of demolition permits 
he could have the Commission notified.  We could hold up demolition and alteration permits for structures that 
were fifty years (50) years or older.  There would be guidance needed on farm structures and for structures that 
don’t normally require permits such as fences.   
 
Member Bernacki asked that once all nine (9) townships have been structurally surveyed and historic structures 
have been identified can something be put in the ordinance that states a structure has been deemed historically 
significant and could not be demolished.  Mr. Asselmeier stated that property owners may not be in favor of 
preserving something that they want demolished.   
 
Chairman Wehrli stated that the County can wait until all the structure surveys are completed or as each 
township is completed.  He asked how long will it take to compete the structure survey.  Mr. Asselmeier stated 
it would take about four (4) years.  Chairman Wehrli stated there may not be any historic structures left, if they 
wait until the structure surveys were completed. 
 
Member Flowers stated that as each township completes the structure survey the historic designation will be 
incorporated into the ordinance.  Chairman Wehrli stated that once the surveys are accepted by the County 
Board, the structures mentioned in the survey should be considered for the historic designation.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that he could draft language that if any change to the exterior part of the structure.  
Roofing, siding, and windows don’t usually need a permit.   
 
Chairman Wehrli stated he did not want to delay anything that did not have any significance, but on the things 
that have significance, the Commission could call a special meeting.  They could also create a subcommittee 
that consisted of three (3) members out of five members (5) and if all three (3) voted for the change, the request 
would pass.  Chairman Wehrli was in favor of this because they would not need an emergency meeting.   
 
Member Bernacki stated that it would make sense to keep the alterations so that it would not make the structure 
ineligible later once the structure surveys are completed.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that he could create the packet for the owner as an advisory tool about the significance of 
historic preservation.  Mr. Asselmeier stated he can create an amendment to the code whereby if it is a structure 
that is identified as historically significant in a structure, they would have to seek the approval of the 
commission for alterations and demolitions.  
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Member Shanahan asked about accessing property.  Mr. Asselmeier noted that a property owner has to allow 
the County to enter their property to evaluate if it has historic significance.   
 
Member Heiman stated that she would like to be alerted when a permit application is requested for an alteration 
or demolition to a historic structure. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated he can create a packet and create a policy internally that the Commission has to be 
notified when a structure that has been identified in a structure survey is proposed for alteration or demolition. 
This can be done without changing the ordinance.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated he could create a packet and have the Commission decide what they want to put in it.   
 
Discussion of Landmarking Cemeteries and Funding Sources for Cemeteries 
Commissioners reviewed an email from Ken Itle regarding the process of designating cemeteries as a landmark.  
Commissioners also reviewed how Little Rock Township funds cemetery maintenance.  Mr. Asselmeier 
reported that Seward Township has acquired the Seward Mound Cemetery.   
 
Member Heiman stated that a section of a cemetery could be landmarked for military personnel and asked how 
that could be accomplished.   
 
Chairman Wehrli would like to have a way to thank the workers who maintain cemeteries, possibly a plaque.  
These workers are preserving something very significant in our county.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated he would be able to get a price quote for plaques, but he needed to know who they were 
thanking and how many plaques are needed. 
 
Mr. Asselmeier noted that Little Rock Township receives Ninety Thousand Dollars ($90,000) a year from taxes.    
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Discussion of 2025 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups  
Mr. Asselmeier stated that the 2025 Meeting with the Historic Preservation Groups is all set to be at the Stone 
Church.  Mr. Smith and Mr. Joseph will be speaking at the February 19, 2025, meeting.  The letter to invitees 
will go out in the beginning of February.  Food and beverages will be allowed in the community center, but not 
in the Stone Church.   
 
Commissioners reviewed the proposed agenda, invitee list, save the date, and invitation letter for the February 
19, 2025, event.   
 
Discussion of Historic Preservation Award 
Commissioners reviewed the past nominees that did not receive an award.  The award application packet was 
provided.   
 
Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Mr. Asselmeier said that he has not received an update on the property.  
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
The January 2025 meeting will be at the old Yorkville School on Center Street.  The February meeting is the 
group meeting at the Plano Stone Church property.  Unless scheduled for another location, Commission 
meetings in 2025 will be at the Historic Courthouse.   
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Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that he sent an email to The Edith Farnsworth House to gather information as to what the 
event will be about, who the target audience will be and what the date will be.  Mr. Asselmeier has not heard 
back from the Edith Farnsworth House.   

CORRESPONDENCE 
November 26, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Mod and Merry Tickets  
Commissioners reviewed the email. 
 
December 2024 Edition of the Bell Tower  
Commissioners reviewed the newsletter. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mr. Asselmeier stated an email was sent regarding he Most Endangered Historic Places in Illinois. Nomination 
can be submitted through the email. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:17 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Part-Time Office Assistant 
 
Enc. 
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Name Organization 
Mr. John Purcell United City of Yorkville
Mr. Terry D'Arcy City of Joliet
Mr. Ryan Kauffman Village of Oswego
Mr. John Argoudelis Village of Plainfield
Ms. Jackie Kowalksi Village of Millbrook
Mr. Doug Holley Village of Millington
Mr. Paul Pope Village of Lisbon
Mr. Ric Offerman Village of Minooka
Mr. Jim Davis Village of Newark
Ms. June McCord Village of Plattville
Mr. Todd Latham City of Sandwich
Mr. Matt Brolley Village of Montgomery
Mr. Mike Rennels City of Plano
Mr. Richard C. Irvin City of Aurora
Lyon Farm Kendall County Historical Society
Mr. Lee Hohmann Kendall County Historical Society
Subash George Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
John Brenneman Oswego Resident
Kelly Schomer Oswego Resident
Shaunna Barrow Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
Juan Terrazas Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
Kevin Zentner Oswego Historic Preservation Commission
Rod Zenner Village of Oswego
Rachel Riemenschneider Village of Oswego
Jon Prouxl Plainfield Historical Commission
Michael Bortel Plainfield Historical Commission
Roger Matile Little White School Museum
Ted Clauser Oswego Historical Association
Deanna Howard Plano Library
Jeanne Valentine Plano Historical Society
Ken Donart Chapel on the Green
Suzie Kritzberg Chapel on the Green
Sharon Lowery Chapel on the Green
John Aman Montgomery Historic Preservation Commission
Sonya Abt Village of Montgomery
Krysti Barksdale-Noble Yorkville
Victor Scott Ferndell
Marilyn Thompson Ferndell
Ferndell General Ferndell
Joan Hardekopf Sandwich Historical Society
Chris Phillips Sandwich Historical Committee
Kendra Parzen Landmarks Illinois
Scott Mehaffey Farnsworth House
Carolyn Lioce Farnsworth House
Jill Morgan Aurora Preservation Commission
Patrick Judge Gaylord House
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Jayne Bernhard City of Joliet
Greg Peerbolte Joliet HPC
Sharon Merwin Joliet HPC
Brook McDonald Dickson-Murst Farm
Sarah Skilton Oswego Public Library District
Lynette Heiden Charles B. Phillips Public Library District
Lisa Pappas Plainfield Library District
Tina Beaird Plainfield Historical Society
Barbara Posinger Sandwich Public Library
Michaela Haberkern Aurora Library
Megan Millen Joliet Library
Shelley Augustine Yorkville Library
Lauren Offerman Three Rivers Library District
Michele Houchens Three Rivers Library District
Anne Sears
James Morris
Jeff Mathre
Ken Wolf
Leigh Anne Scoghton
Paul Burd
Jeff Farren
Todd Milliron
Barb Klock Village of Lisbon
Martha Stephenson Village of Lisbon
Cliff Fox Village of Newark
Natasha Didos Ritsma Executive Director of Schingoethe Museum
Dr. Mark Soderstrom University of Aurora
Dr. Gerald Butters University of Aurora
Lisa Wolancevich Save the Historic Jail
Valerie Burd Save the Historic Jail
Johanna Byram Yorkville Historic Preservation Society
Jason Peterson Kendall County Board
Seth Wormley Kendall County Board
Ruben Rodriguez Kendall County Board
Matt Kellogg Kendall County Board
Dan Koukol Kendall County Board
Scott Gengler Kendall County Board
Brian DeBolt Kendall County Board
Elizabeth Flowers Kendall County Board
Zach Bachmann Kendall County Board
Brooke Shanley Kendall County Board
Kristine Heiman Kendall County HPC
Eric Bernacki Kendall County HPC
Jeff Wehrli Kendall County HPC
Marty Shanahan Kendall County HPC
Todd Volker Kendall County Economic Development Coordinator
Kelvin Johnson Bristol
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Ed Hatteberg Norsk Museum
Sandy Vahl Sheridan
Shannon Bronn Minooka
Bev Casey Millington
Mark Harrington
Thomas Milschewski 
Angelica Carmen Kendall-Grundy Farm Bureau
Scott Baietti LaSalle Manor
Jon Pressley IHPA
Joe Noce Oswegoland Park District
Jane Burke
Jeff Nakaerts
Philip Buchanan
Ken Itle WJE
Jane Johnson Kanakakee County
Mary Lou Wehrli
Eric Pry Aurora GAR Museum
Benn Joseph Northwestern University
Blake Smith Plano Stone Church
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KENDALL COUNTY 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORGANIZATION MEETING 

Plano Stone Church Community Center • 320 S. Center Street 
• Plano, IL • 60545 

AGENDA  
                                                          

February 19, 2025 – 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. KCHPC Roll Call and Introductions  

Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty Shanahan (Vice-
Chair), Jeff Wehrli (Chairman), and Non-KCHPC Attendees  
 

III. Welcoming Remarks     
Jeff Wehrli, Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission Chairman 

 
IV. Presentation and Tour of the Plano Stone Church 

Blake J. Smith, Mission Center President/Financial Officer, Community of Christ 
 

V. Presentation on the Tribune Experimental Farm Formerly Located at Silver 
Springs State Park 
Benn Joseph, Head of Collection Services, McCormick Library of Special Collections & 
University Archives, Northwestern University Libraries 

 
VI. Discussion of Historic Structure Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships 

 
VII. Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards  
 
VIII. Round Table Discussion    

What Activities Have Your Organizations Been Doing? 
Successes? 
Challenges? 
Strategies for Encouraging Historic Property Owners to Have Open Houses? 
Opportunities for Collaboration? 
 

IX. Discussion of Future Meeting(s) 
 

X. Other Business 
 

XI. Public Comment 
 

XII. Adjournment 
 

If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please 
contact the Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting 
time. 
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Past Award Nominees 

1. Chapel on the Green (New Deck, Landscaping, Paint, Carpeting, and Wood Floor) 
2. Naperville Preservation, Inc. 
3. Dickson Building 
4. Ferndell School 
5. Kohlhammer Barn 
6. Misner Blacksmith’s Shop 
7. Yorkville Historic Preservation Society 
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Annual Kendall County Historic Preservation Awards 
MAIL NOMINATION FORM TO:  
Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
111 W. Fox Street 
Yorkville, IL  60560 
EMAIL NOMINATION FORM TO: 
Matt Asselmeier, 
masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov 

___________________________________________________________ 

A recognition of properties that have undergone recent exterior and/
or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, adaptive use, or 
sympathetic additions as well as for people or groups that exhibit 
dedication to the field of historic preservation or for sites that 
possess importance to the history of Kendall County, State of Illinois, 
or the United States. 

DEADLINE: February 28, 2025-4:00 pm 
Street address:  

Current property owner: ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic name and/or original owner (if known):____________________________________________________ 

Current use:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Historic use: ___________________________________________________________ 

Year built (if known): ___________________________________________________________ 

Year rehabilitated, renovated, restored (if known): _________________________________________________ 

Architectural style / form (if known):  ___________________________________________________________ 

Reason for nomination: Please provide a short description, between 50 and 500 words, explaining the project or person 
being nominated. The statement should clearly identify the purpose and scope of work, unusual challenges or innovative 
approaches, sensitive treatment of historic fabric, long-term impact and any other information that supports the 
nomination as being exceptional. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Images: Please provide a minimum of five photographs or quality digital photographs in .jpg format on a CD ROM, flash 
drive, or by email highlighting the project. Before and after pictures are encouraged.  

Submitted by:________________________________________________________________________________  
Phone: _____________________________ Email: _______________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Annual Historic Preservation Award 

Application for Award Nomination Announcement: 

Deadline for nomination:  

Date of HPC Review:  

Date of final selection: 

Award given:  

January 13 and February 14

February 28 by 4:00 pm

March and April HPC Meetings. 
HPC shall be provided with applications prior to 
the March meeting for their review 

April HPC meeting 

Second May County Board meeting

How the final selection will occur. The HPC will review the nominations at their March and April 

meetings and make a final selection at their April meeting.  The Secretary of the HPC will notify award 

recipient(s) by May 1. The Kendall County Board will bestow the award at their second May meeting,

which typically occurs the third Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.

Physical Description of Award: At a minimum, the recipient will receive a certificate, which will be 

bestowed at the County Board meeting. The HPC also aspires to provide award recipients with a small 
sign that they could place on their property. County staff is still researching whether the HPC has funds 
to purchase signs annually for this program.  If the County does not have funding for this, donations 
may be sought.  

Aluminum garden flags cost around $70 Wooden garden flags cost around $25

Nomination Procedure: Each nomination must include a completed application form and a minimum 

of five photographs or quality digital photographs.  Applications will be available on the County’s

website as well as in hard copy form at Planning, Building and Zoning Department at 111 W. Fox Street 
in Yorkville.
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Award categories and number of awards to be given: Nominations may be for a structure (residential 
or commercial) that has undergone exterior or interior preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, 
adaptive reuse, landscape restoration or sympathetic additions OR for a person or group that exhibits 
dedication to the field of historic preservation OR for a site that possesses importance to the history of 
Kendall County, State of Illinois, or the United States.

The HPC reserves the right to offer one or more awards based on the quality of submitted nominations. 

The HPC also reserves the right to offer zero awards.  

Award designation may simply be: “2025 Historic Preservation Award (s),” “Person of the Year,” or
“Project of the Year.”  

Examples

 “2025 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the restoration of the home at ____

 “2025 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the adaptive reuse of the building at ____

 “2025 Kendall County Historic Preservation Award” for the sympathetic building addition at ____

Award Review and Selection Criteria: 

Preservation/Restoration 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– Historic character and features of the property shall be retained and preserved.

– Features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property shall be retained.

– Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of

craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved.

– Original materials shall be retained (example: slate roof repair/replacement, removal of artificial

siding, repair/restoration of wood siding).

– Historic materials and features shall be repaired rather than replaced.

– When material is replaced, the new shall match the old in composition, design, color and

texture.

– Landscape and site features original to the site shall be preserved.

Architecturally Compatible New Addition: 

– Only completed projects shall be considered.

– New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic

materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.

– The new work shall be differentiated from the old but shall be compatible with the historic

materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the

property and its environment.
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HPC Commissioner Award Selection Procedure

 Meeting: Each Commissioner secretly ranks applications by number of applications. For

example, if there are 7 applications then you they are ranked 1-7 with #1 being the highest

ranking.

 Rankings are discussed.
 Recommendation made on number of awards to be bestowed followed by a recommendation

and formal vote on awardees.

 A tie may result in a second vote for one.
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Historic Preservation Assistance Programs 

1. Illinois State Historic Preservation Office - https://dnrhistoric.illinois.gov/preserve  
 

2. Landmarks Illinois - https://www.landmarks.org/ 
 

3. Property Tax Assessment Freeze for Historic Residences                                                                                      
The Property Tax Assessment Freeze for Historic Residences freezes property taxes over a 12-
year period after rehabilitation of the property. There is a minimum investment of 25% the 
property’s market value, as determined by the County Assessor. The building must be owner-
occupied (single family home, condominium, cooperative unit, or multi-family building up to 6 
units) and a certified historic structure - https://dnrhistoric.illinois.gov/preserve/taxfreeze.html  
 

4. 20% Federal Historic Tax Credit                                                                                                                                                
A 20% Federal Historic Tax Credit is available for rehabilitating a historic building to an income-
producing use. This dollar-for-dollar federal income tax credit, equal to 20% of the qualified 
construction costs and expenses, may be used by the building owner or syndicated to a tax-
credit investor. To qualify for the credit, rehabilitation costs must exceed the building’s “adjusted 
basis” – that is, the purchase price minus the land cost and depreciation. The building must be 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places before the project is completed. The program is 
administered by the Illinois State Historic Preservation Office and National Park Service. 
 

5. 25% State Historic Tax Credit 
The Illinois Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program (IL-HTC) provides a state income-tax credit 
equal to 25% of a project's Qualified Rehabilitation Expenditures (QREs), not to exceed $3 
Million, to owners of certified historic structures who undertake certified rehabilitations - 
https://dnrhistoric.illinois.gov/preserve/statecredit.html. 
 

6. Preservation Easement Donation 
A preservation easement is a legal agreement that assigns a qualified nonprofit organization the 
right to review and approve alterations to a property for the purpose of preserving it in perpetuity. 
The donation of a preservation easement may be eligible for a one-time charitable federal income 
tax deduction, which is based on the appraised value of the preservation easement - 
https://www.landmarks.org/preservation-programs/preservation-easements/.  
 

7. Conservation Easement 
A conservation easement leaves farms and open land in private ownership and can result in an 
income tax reduction. It may also reduce property and estate taxes - 
https://theconservationfoundation.org/land/private-landowners/#ConservationEasements.  
 

8. National Trust for Historic Preservation 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation offers various grant programs from small seed 
funding to large capital grants - https://savingplaces.org/grants.  
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, BUILDING & ZONING 

111 West Fox Street • Room 204 
Yorkville, IL • 60560 

(630) 553-4141                  Fax (630) 553-4179  
 
 
 

 
POLICY FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

COMMISSION OF PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR ALTERATIONS AND DEMOLITIONS 
ON CERTAIN PROPERTIES 

1. Whenever a party applies for a permit for exterior alterations or demolition on properties 
identified as Contributing, Local Landmark Potential, or National Register Potential in an 
historic structure survey undertaken under the authority of Kendall County, the Planning, 
Building and Zoning Department shall notify the Kendall County Historic Preservation 
Commission of said application prior to the issuance of the applicable permit.   
 

2. In notifying the Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning, Building and Zoning 
Department shall supply the Historic Preservation Commission with a description of the 
proposed alteration or demolition as supplied by the applicant and the contact information for the 
applicant. 
 

3. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as requiring the Historic Preservation Commission to 
comment on the application. 
 

4. This policy shall not supersede or amend any review requirements or procedures outlined in the 
Historical Preservation Chapter of the Kendall County Code. 
 

5. Except as required by the Historical Preservation Chapter of the Kendall County Code, nothing 
in this policy shall be construed as requiring the Planning, Building and Zoning Department to 
delay the issuance of a permit due to lack of comment or requests to the applicant by the Historic 
Preservation Commission. 

 
Approved by majority vote of the Planning Building and Zoning Committee on January 13, 2025. 
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	HPC 1-16-25 Agenda With Page Numbers
	KENDALL COUNTY
	201 W. Center Street  ( Parkview Christian Academy (
	Yorkville, IL ( 60560
	(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179
	AGENDA
	January 16, 2025 – 5:30 p.m.
	CALL TO ORDER
	NEW BUSINESS:
	1. Tour of Parkview Christian Academy’s Center Street Campus
	APPROVAL OF AGENDA:
	PUBLIC COMMENT:
	NEW BUSINESS:
	OLD BUSINESS:
	1. Discussion of 2025 Meeting with Historic Preservation Groups (Pages 12-15)
	2. Discussion of Historic Preservation Awards (Page 16-20)
	3. Discussion of 13860 Fox Road
	4. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could Determine Meeting Locations and Times
	5. Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County
	6. Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building...
	7. Discussion of Landmarking Cemeteries and Funding Sources for Cemeteries (Pages 23-62)
	CORRESPONDENCE:
	1. December 17, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding 2024 Giving Campaign (Pages 63-67)
	2. December 28, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Supporting the Edith Farnsworth House (Pages 68-70)
	PUBLIC COMMENT:

	Packet Without Agenda
	Historic Preservation Minutes 12-16-24 Unapproved
	Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code
	Discussion of Landmarking Cemeteries and Funding Sources for Cemeteries
	Discussion of Historic Preservation Award
	Commissioners reviewed the past nominees that did not receive an award.  The award application packet was provided.
	Discussion of 13860 Fox Road
	Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could Determine Meeting Locations and Times
	November 26, 2024, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Mod and Merry Tickets
	Commissioners reviewed the email.
	December 2024 Edition of the Bell Tower
	Commissioners reviewed the newsletter.

	Contact List 12-1-24
	12-6-24 List

	2-19-25 Agenda
	2025 Past Award Nominees
	Award Application
	Historic Preservation Assistance Programs
	Historic Preservation Building Permit Policy
	Landmarking Cemeteries
	12-17-24 Farnsworth House Email
	12-28-24 Farnsworth House Email
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