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KENDALL COUNTY  
COMPREHENSIVE LAND PLAN AND ORDINANCE COMMITTEE 

  
Kendall County Office Building 

County Board Room (Rooms 209 and 210) 
111 W. Fox Street, Yorkville, Illinois 

 5:00 p.m. 
 

Meeting Minutes of July 24, 2024 
 

  
Chairman Larry Nelson called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Bill Ashton, Larry Nelson, Alyse Olson, Matthew Prochaska, Jeff Wehrli, and Seth 
Wormley (Arrived at 5:48 p.m.) 
Members Absent: Scott Gengler, Matt Kellogg, and Randy Mohr  
Others Present: Matt Asselmeier, Wanda Rolf, Brandon Harris, and Adam Derringer 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

Mr. Wehrli made a motion, seconded by Mr. Prochaska to approve the agenda with an 
amendment to move the LiDAR discussion to the first item of New/Old Business.  With a voice     
vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Mr. Ashton made a motion, seconded by Mr. Prochaska, to approve the minutes of the June 26, 
2024.  With a voice vote of five (5) ayes, the motion carried.   

 
NEW/OLD BUSINESS  
1. Discussion of LiDAR and Related Costs 

 
Brandon Harris, with Bruce Harris and Associates, a GIS Company located in Batavia, Illinois, 
discussed his company.  They have been implementing GIS for counties in Illinois since 1995.  
Ayres is partner of theirs.  Bruce Harris and Associates and Ayres have been working closely over 
the years providing GIS services.  Working on imagery collection and Data Extraction.  Mr. Harris 
introduced Adam Derringer, Senior Project Manager, with Ayres Lidar.   
 
Adam Derringer spoke to the Committee regarding LiDAR data.  Kendall County has had access 
to LiDAR data since 2017.  That data was collected through the state.  Through what is known as 
a Federal Grant Cooperative Program.  It has been running since 2015.  LiDAR has advanced 
since 2017.  FEMA, DHS, and Army Corps of Engineers work together to define the standard for 
LiDAR and in order to work with the grant program you had to meet the Quality Level Two (2).  
Quality Level Two (2) specs equating two (2) points per square meter on the ground everywhere 
throughout Kendall County.  Other specification includes flying a plane with an attached a laser 
system that is firing eight hundred thousand (800,000) points per second.  The laser starts at a 
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small point, width of your thumb.  As it goes down it gets wider.  If it hits a leaf on a tree, the 
leaf reflects back to the plane.  Then it hits a branch and the branch reflects back to the plane.  It 
hits a picnic bench and reflects back to the plane.  Finally, it hits the ground and reflects back to 
the plane.  Now there are four (4) layers of readings available.  The ground is what people want, 
specifically they want contours.   
 
Mr. Nelson asked if public data can be requested.  Mr. Derringer stated that public data can be 
requested, but it’s a very basic specification.   
 
All of the projects have been redone because the specs have changed.  Now, they are at eight 
(8) points per square meter.    
 
Mr. Derringer showed some of the differences in data and what can be done with the data.   
 
Mr. Wormley arrived at this time (5:48 p.m.). 
 
Mr. Nelson asked how much it would cost for Kendall County to have LiDAR data performed.  
Mr. Derringer stated it would cost Kendall County roughly One Hundred Twelve Thousand 
Dollars ($112,000).   
 
Mr. Derringer stated it would be more beneficial if there was a multi-county effort to obtain a 
grant from the State.   
 
Mr. Wehrli asked if it makes a difference if there were municipalities involved in the request for 
LiDAR data.  Mr. Derringer stated that, if municipalities assisted with the funding, they would be 
able to use the LiDAR information to their advantage.   
 
Mr. Wehrli asked if LiDAR bounces off water.  Mr. Derringer replied that a bathymetric laser 
uses a different color and wavelength that can penetrate into water which is a green laser.  Mr. 
Derringer stated the best data for topographic mapping is a red laser.   
 
Mr. Nelson asked what kind of LiDAR would be used to detect abandoned areas.  Mr. Derringer 
responded, topographic data would be best in those kinds of areas.   
 
Mr. Wehrli asked about flooded communities that were not aware they were in a floodplain.  
Mr. Derringer responded that you can see high grade elevation surface.  FEMA has their base 
flood main levels.  LiDAR technology reviews the profiles and can see where the floodplain 
located at the edge of the river.  A regular citizen can look at it and say they don’t think they are 
in a floodplain they have to apply for a LOMA.  LiDAR has data that was approved by FEMA that 
indicates they are not in a floodplain.   
 
Mr. Derringer stated building footprints can be created from your point clouds.  You can use 
LiDAR point cloud data in to create 3D representation of mapping, urban planning, landscaping, 
and anything with the environment.  The data is extremely accurate.    
 
Flow accumulation can be gathered because LIDAR locates culverts to see if any are large 
enough for the amount of water draining from them.  Mapping culverts figures out drainage.   



Comp. Land Plan and Ordinance Committee Meeting Minutes – 7-24-24 - Page 3 of 4 
 

 
Mr. Nelson spoke about Kendall County being one of the fastest growing counties in Illinois. It 
was possible that we are building over historical landmarks.  Mr. Wehrli spoke about the burial 
ground recently found by construction workers.  Mr. Nelson asked if LiDAR can find abandoned 
cemeteries.  LIDAR technology found all the headstones for Civil War Veterans at Miller Military 
Cemetery in Florida.   

 
First responders and sheriff’s offices have taken interest as well as The Department of Military 
Affairs. 
 
Grants from the State of Illinois are the best route for funding a LiDAR project.  Grants will open 
in mid-August and deadline is mid-October.  It would be best if contiguous counties and multiple 
municipalities apply together for a grant.     
 
Without objection, the agenda was amended to move Discussion of Scenic Routes to the next 
item of business. 
 

2. Discussion of Scenic Routes 
 
Mr. Asselmeier presented the scenic routes map and information regarding Kane County’s              
Rustic Routes program and the National Scenic Byway Program.   
 
Mr. Wehrli mentioned they discussed scenic routes at a recent Kendall County Historic 
Preservation Commission meeting.  Several roads were mentioned as being scenic.  Discussion 
occurred regarding criteria, intrinsic values, and level of regulation along scenic routes.   
 
The Committee will review the minutes of the recent at the Historic Preservation Commission 
meeting at the August meeting in order to determine a definition of scenic.   
 
Committee members were encouraged to drive the routes and see if any the map needed to be 
changed.   

 
3. Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Zoning Ordinance Pertaining to Obstructions 

and Parking Lots in Required Setbacks  
 

Mr. Asselmeier stated that this amendment would have to wait until we have a clear definition 
of scenic routes.   

 
4.   Discussion and Recommendation Pertaining to Petition 24-17, a Text Amendment to the Kendall 
 county Zoning Ordinance Pertaining to Pipeline Depth  

 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that the PBZ Committee initiated a text amendment that would have the 
pipeline depth at five feet (5’) in all cases.  Currently, it is at three feet (3’) in pastureland and 
other farm land.  Three feet (3’) of top cover when it crosses brushy land, and agricultural land 
not comprised of prime soils, and three feet (3’) when it parallels an existing pipe line.  
Notwithstanding the foregoing, in those areas where rock is in its natural formation and/or a 
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continuous stratum of gravel exceeding two hundred feet (200’) in length are encountered, the 
minimum cover will be sixty inches (60”). 
 
Mr. Nelson stated that the ANR Pipeline is looking to install a new natural gas pipeline from 
Kane County through Little Rock Township and up to the pumping station at Sandy Bluff. 
 
Mr. Nelson asked ANR Pipeline who had control over pipe line depth.  ANR Pipeline stated the 
Federal Government had control over pipe line depth.  

 
Mr. Nelson asked for a copy of the law that stated the Federal Government had control over the 
pipeline.  ANR sent a letter to him, but did not provide the law that the Federal Government had 
control over the pipeline. 
 
Mr. Wormley spoke about ANR Pipeline not being in favor of changing the pipeline depth to five 
(5’) feet due to the costs.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that if ANR Pipeline needed to drill less than five (5’) feet they can ask for 
a variance.  This option would be open to ANR Pipeline, if they had a hardship.   
 
Mr. Wehrli asked who would perform the inspections.  Member Nelson noted that the County 
Stormwater Engineer may be able to inspect pipelines for compliance and the pipeline pays the 
bill for the inspections.   
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that ANR would have to obtain a stormwater permit which would have 
the Stormwater Engineer’s involvement.   
 
Mr. Wehrli made a motion, seconded by Mr. Prochaska to recommend moving this to the 
Regional Planning Commission.    
 
With a voice vote of six (6) ayes, the motion carried. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None  

 
CITIZENS TO BE HEARD/PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The next meeting will be August 28, 2024.  Mr. Ashton made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
seconded by Mr. Wehrli.  With a voice vote of six (6) ayes, the motion carried.   

 
The Comprehensive Land Plan and Ordinance Committee Meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf, Office Assistant 
 
Enc. 
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