
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

110 W. Madison Street • Court Room • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
June 16, 2025 – 5:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty Shanahan (Vice-
Chair), and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Approval of Minutes of May 19, 2025, Meeting (Pages 2-4) 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
PUBLIC COMMENT: 
NEW BUSINESS:  

1. Approval of a Letter of Support for the Application of Landmark Status for the Norway
Temperance Hall (Pages 5-9)

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Discussion of July 21, 2025, Historic Preservation Group Meeting

a. Review of Speakers and Agenda for Meeting (Page 10)
b. Review of Invitee Meeting List (Pages 11-13)
c. Other Meeting Logistics

2. Update on Certified Local Government Grant and Historic Structure Survey

3. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County;
Commission Could Determine Meeting Locations and Times (Pages 14-15)

4. Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County (Page 16)

5. Discussion of 13860 Fox Road

6. Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of
Certain Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the
Kendall County Code and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit
Applications (Page 17)

7. Discussion of Landmarking Cemeteries and Funding Sources for Cemeteries (Pages 18-58)

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. May 17, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Three Ways You Can

Support Farnsworth (Pages 58)
2. May 20, 2025, Email from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Regarding a June 5, 2025,

Webinar on An Integrated Approach to Repairs and Maintenance in the Process Industry
(Pages 59-61)

3. May 31, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Quarterly News and
Updates (Pages 62-65)

4. June 10, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Roots and Reflections
Dinner  (Pages 66-67)

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting July 21, 2025, at Ellis House 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 1
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Historic Court House 
110 W. Madison Street 

Yorkville, IL 60560 
6:00 p.m. 

May 19, 2025-Unofficial Until Approved 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary) (Arrived at 6:02 p.m.), Marty Shanahan (Vice-Chair), 
and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Eric Bernacki,  
Also Present: Wanda A. Rolf, Part-Time Office Assistant 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the agenda.   With a voice vote of 
three (3) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
Member Heiman arrived at this time (6:02 p.m.). 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the minutes from the April 21, 
2025, meeting. With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of the Purchase of Three Plaques for Historic Preservation Awards and Related Invoice from Leo’s 
Trophies, Gifts and Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $471.00; Related Invoice To Be Paid from 
Historic Preservation Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the expenditure. 
 
The votes were as follows: 
Ayes (4): Flowers, Heiman, Shanahan, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Bernacki 
 
The motion carried.     
 
Discussion of July 21, 2025, Historic Preservation Group Meeting 
Review of Speakers and Agenda for Meeting 
Review of Invitee Meeting List 
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Other Meeting Logistics 
It is not yet known who the speaker will be on the history of the Ellis House. 
 
Commissioners reviewed the agenda for the meeting. 
 
Ken Itle will speak about the Historic Structure survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.  Mr. Itle will 
speak on Landmarking Historic Cemeteries.   
 
Commissioners reviewed the list of invitees.  The Township Supervisors were added to the list. 
 
Member Heiman asked if the invitees of the Gaylord House were the new owners or previous owners.  
Chairman Wehrli will find out the answer to the question.  Member Heiman stated that the sale of The Gaylord 
House closed in April 2025.    
 
Commissioners reviewed the save-the-date card. 
 

Commissioners discussed the historic structure surveys of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.     
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Update on Certified Local Government Grant and Historic Structure Survey 
Commissioners discussed the schedule on the on the Historic Structure Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward 
Townships.   
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
Commissioners discussed the possibility of having a regular meeting at LaSalle Manor Retreat Center this fall 
and a summer meeting in 2026.  Chairman Wehrli will reach out to Mr. Asselmeier about contacting LaSalle 
Manor Retreat for meetings. 
 
Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County  
Commissioners reviewed an email from the Edith Farnsworth House regarding their earlier planned Pow Wow 
event and contacts with Native Americans.   
 
In an email to Mr. Asselmeier dated, April 22, 2025, the Farnsworth House is open to having an event about 
Native American Tribes alongside with Kendall County Historic Preservation, possibly in October or another 
time.   
 
Member Heiman asked if Aurora University had any Native American Gatherings.  They had them in the past.  
Chairman Wehrli will check with Mr. Asselmeier.  
 
Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Commissioners reviewed an email from the State regarding the roof replacement at the subject property.  Anna 
Margaret Barris stated that a new roof is being installed and should be completed by the summer.  
 
Chairman Wehrli stated that once the roof is completed the commissioners can view the property. 
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Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain 
Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code 
and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit Applications 
Chairman Wehrli spoke with Seth Wormley to discuss the policy.  Mr. Wormley stated the County Board did 
not want to take demolition permits and give them to the Historic Preservation Commission to decide if they are 
historically significant.  Chairman Wehrli also stated that there are two (2) townships that are having historic 
structure surveys this year.  He also stated that it may put a burden on the Planning Building and Zoning 
Department. 
 
Member Heiman stated that she thought the Historic Preservation would receive notification of a historic 
structure to be demolished and decide if it was historically significant.  Chairman Wehrli will speak to Mr. 
Asselmeier to see if this is something achievable.   
 
Discussion of Landmarking Cemeteries and Funding Sources for Cemeteries 
Commissioners discussed the possibility of having some of the cemeteries maintained.  Ken Itle will speak at 
the summer meeting regarding landmarking cemeteries and the benefits of landmarking cemeteries. 
 
In a past meeting Member Bernacki stated that many townships perform their own maintenance on cemeteries.  
In a previous meeting, Mr. Asselmeier stated that he would like to wait until the six (6) new supervisors from 
the townships are sworn in before he reached out to the townships.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:22 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Part-Time Office Assistant 
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KENDALL COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

807 West John Street • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                  Fax (630) 553-4179  

 
 

 
 

June 16, 2025 
 
Amy Hathaway 
Illinois State Historic Preservation Office 
Illinois Department of Natural Resources 
1 Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 
 
Dear Amy Hathaway, 
 
On behalf of the members of the Kendall Historic Preservation Commission, I would like to express our 
support for the Norsk Museum's application for landmark status for the Norway Temperance Hall. 
 
While this property is not located in Kendall County, the recognition of this structure as a State landmark 
acknowledges the rich heritage of Norwegian Americans in Illinois. From pioneering settlements to 
influential cultural traditions, the Norwegian American community has left an indelible mark on Illinois' 
identity. By preserving and revitalizing landmarks like the Norway Temperance Hall, we pay tribute to this 
legacy and reaffirm our commitment to honoring our diverse heritage. 
 
Structures like the Norway Temperance Hall provide a tangible link to our past, offering invaluable insights 
into the lives and experiences of those who came before us. By safeguarding and restoring this building, we 
ensure that these narratives remain accessible to all, fostering a deeper appreciation for our shared history. 
 
The Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission commends the Norsk Museum for their dedication to 
preserving our shared history and for their efforts to secure recognition for this important project. The 
restoration of the Norway Temperance Hall will undoubtedly enhance our community and serve as a beacon 
of pride for generations to come. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Matt Asselmeier, Kendall County Planning, 
Building and Zoning Director, at 630-553-4139 or at masselmeier@kendallcountyil.gov.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jeff Wehrli, Chairman 
Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission 
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KENDALL COUNTY 

 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ORGANIZATION MEETING 

Ellis House and Equestrian Center • 13986 McKanna Road 
• Minooka, IL • 60447 

AGENDA  
                                                          

July 21, 2025 – 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. KCHPC Roll Call and Introductions  

Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty Shanahan (Vice-
Chair), Jeff Wehrli (Chairman), and Non-KCHPC Attendees  
 

III. Welcoming Remarks     
Jeff Wehrli, Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission Chairman 

 
IV. Presentation on the History of the Ellis House 

David Guritz, Executive Director, Kendall County Forest Preserve District 
 

V. Presentation on the Historic Structure Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward 
Townships 
Kenneth M. Itle, Associate Principal, Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.   

 
VI. Presentation on Landmarking Historic Cemeteries  

Kenneth M. Itle, Associate Principal, Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.   
 
VII. Round Table Discussion    

What Activities Have Your Organizations Been Doing? 
Successes? 
Challenges? 
Strategies for Encouraging Historic Property Owners to Have Open Houses? 
Opportunities for Collaboration? 
 

VIII. Discussion of Future Meeting(s) 
 

IX. Other Business 
 

X. Public Comment 
 

XI. Adjournment 
 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please 
contact the Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting 
time. 
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Current listings 

[edit] 

[3]
 

Name on the 
Register 

Image 
Date 
listed[4] 

Location 
 

 
 

 

1 
Bristol Congregational 
Church  

 More images 

September 6, 
2016 
(#16000580) 

107 W. Center St. 

41°38′51″N 88°26′50″W 
 

   
   

2 
Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad Depot  

 More images 

November 
12, 1993 
(#93001238) 

101 W. Main St. 

41°39′44″N 88°32′17″W 
  

3 
Downtown Oswego 
Historic District 

 

August 15, 
2022 
(#100007995) 

Roughly bounded by one-half blk. north of Jackso   
the alleys immediately west and east of Main St.,  
one-half block south of Washington St. 

41°41′02″N 88°21′08″W 

  

4 Evelyn Site Upload image 

December 
19, 1978 
(#78001159) 

Midway between Newark and Lisbon Center Rds   
of Big Grove Rd.[5] 

41°31′49″N 88°30′26″W 
  

5 Farnsworth House 

 

 More images 

October 7, 
2004 
(#04000867) 

14520 River Rd. 

41°38′15″N 88°32′07″W 
  

6 
Kendall County 
Courthouse  

 More images 

November 
12, 1998 
(#98001354) 

109 W. Ridge St. 

41°38′25″N 88°26′53″W 
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[3]
 

Name on the 
Register 

Image 
Date 
listed[4] 

Location 
 

 
 

 

7 Plano Hotel 

 

 More images 

November 
12, 1993 
(#93001239) 

120 W. Main St. 
41°39′44″N 88°32′21″W 

  

8 
Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints 

 

 More images 

November 2, 
1990 
(#90001724) 

304 S. Center Ave. 

41°39′33″N 88°32′09″W 
  

9 Albert H. Sears House 

 

 More images 

January 29, 
1987 
(#86003720) 

603 E. North St. 

41°39′55″N 88°31′49″W 
  

10 Lewis Steward House 

 

 More images 

November 
28, 2003 
(#03001200) 

611 E. Main St. 

41°39′54″N 88°31′47″W 
  

11 Yorkville School 

 

 More images 

January 24, 
1995 
(#94001600) 

201 W. Center St. 

41°38′52″N 88°26′53″W 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, BUILDING & ZONING 

111 West Fox Street • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                  Fax (630) 553-4179  

 
 
 

 
 

POLICY FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION OF PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR ALTERATIONS AND DEMOLITIONS 

ON CERTAIN PROPERTIES 
1. Whenever a party applies for a permit for exterior alterations or demolition on properties 

identified as Contributing, Local Landmark Potential, or National Register Potential in an 
historic structure survey undertaken under the authority of Kendall County, the Planning, 
Building and Zoning Department shall notify the Kendall County Historic Preservation 
Commission of said application prior to the issuance of the applicable permit.   
 

2. In notifying the Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning, Building and Zoning 
Department shall supply the Historic Preservation Commission with a description of the 
proposed alteration or demolition as supplied by the applicant and the contact information for the 
applicant. 
 

3. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as requiring the Historic Preservation Commission to 
comment on the application. 
 

4. This policy shall not supersede or amend any review requirements or procedures outlined in the 
Historical Preservation Chapter of the Kendall County Code. 
 

5. Except as required by the Historical Preservation Chapter of the Kendall County Code, nothing 
in this policy shall be construed as requiring the Planning, Building and Zoning Department to 
delay the issuance of a permit due to lack of comment or requests to the applicant by the Historic 
Preservation Commission. 

 
Approved by majority vote of the Planning Building and Zoning Committee on February 10, 2025. 
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