
KENDALL COUNTY 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

110 W. Madison Street • Court Room • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                            Fax (630) 553-4179

AGENDA  
September 15, 2025 – 5:30 p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER  
ROLL CALL: Eric Bernacki, Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty Shanahan (Vice-
Chair), and Jeff Wehrli (Chair) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Approval of Minutes of May 19, 2025, Meeting (Pages 3-5) 

Approval of Minutes of June 16, 2025, Gathering (Page 6) 
Approval of Minutes of July 21, 2025, Meeting (Pages 7-65) 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

NEW BUSINESS:  
1. Approval of a Letter of Support for the Application of Landmark Status for the Norway

Temperance Hall (Pages 66-71)

2. Nomination of Officers for 2025-2026

3. Conference on Illinois History-October 2nd and 3rd at the Abraham Lincoln Presidential
Library in Springfield (Pages 152-161)

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Follow-Up Discussion of the July 21, 2025, Historic Preservation Group Meeting and Plans

for Future Meetings

2. Update on Certified Local Government Grant and Historic Structure Survey
(Pages 72 and 162)

3. Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County;
Commission Could Determine Meeting Locations and Times (Pages 73 and 74)

4. Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County
(Pages 75 and 163-166)

5. Discussion of 13860 Fox Road (Pages 76-77)

6. Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of
Certain Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to
the Kendall County Code and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building
Permit Applications (Page 78)

7. Discussion of Landmarking Cemeteries and Funding Sources for Cemeteries (Pages 79-118)

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. May 17, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Three Ways You Can

Support Farnsworth (Page 119) 1



 
 

2. May 20, 2025, Email from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Regarding a June 5, 2025, 
Webinar on An Integrated Approach to Repairs and Maintenance in the Process Industry 
(Pages 120-122) 
 

3. May 31, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Quarterly News and 
Updates (Pages 123-126) 

 
4. June 10, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Roots and Reflections 

Dinner (Pages 127-128) 
 

5. June 27, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Support for the Edith 
Farnsworth House (Pages 129-131) 

 
6. July 1, 2025, Email from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Regarding a July 16, 2025, 

Webinar on Mitigating Problems and Improving Durability in Water and Wastewater 
Infrastructure (Pages 132-133) 

 
7. July 8, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Your Summer, Curated at 

Farnsworth (Pages 134-136) 
 

8. July 17, 2025, Email from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. Regarding a July 30, 2025, 
Webinar on Keep the Lights On:  Managing Large Power Generation Assets (Pages 137-138) 

 
9. Emergency Supplemental Historic Preservation Fund Information (Pages 139-142) 

 
10. August 2025 Edition of The Bell Tower (Pages 143-146) 

 
11. September 2, 2025, Email from the Edith Farnsworth House Regarding Discover Fall at 

Farnsworth House (Pages 147-151) 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Next Meeting October 20, 2025 
 
If special accommodations or arrangements are needed to attend this County meeting, please contact the 
Administration Office at 630-553-4171, a minimum of 24-hours prior to the meeting time. 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Historic Court House 
110 W. Madison Street 

Yorkville, IL 60560 
6:00 p.m. 

May 19, 2025-Unofficial Until Approved 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary) (Arrived at 6:02 p.m.), Marty Shanahan (Vice-Chair), 
and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Eric Bernacki,  
Also Present: Wanda A. Rolf, Part-Time Office Assistant 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the agenda.   With a voice vote of 
three (3) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
Member Heiman arrived at this time (6:02 p.m.). 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the minutes from the April 21, 
2025, meeting. With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, the motion carried.   
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Approval of the Purchase of Three Plaques for Historic Preservation Awards and Related Invoice from Leo’s 
Trophies, Gifts and Engraving in an Amount Not to Exceed $471.00; Related Invoice To Be Paid from 
Historic Preservation Commission Line Item (11001902-63830) 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan, to approve the expenditure. 
 
The votes were as follows: 
Ayes (4): Flowers, Heiman, Shanahan, and Wehrli 
Nays (0): None 
Abstain (0): None 
Absent (1): Bernacki 
 
The motion carried.     
 
Discussion of July 21, 2025, Historic Preservation Group Meeting 
Review of Speakers and Agenda for Meeting 
Review of Invitee Meeting List 
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Other Meeting Logistics 
It is not yet known who the speaker will be on the history of the Ellis House. 
 
Commissioners reviewed the agenda for the meeting. 
 
Ken Itle will speak about the Historic Structure survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.  Mr. Itle will 
speak on Landmarking Historic Cemeteries.   
 
Commissioners reviewed the list of invitees.  The Township Supervisors were added to the list. 
 
Member Heiman asked if the invitees of the Gaylord House were the new owners or previous owners.  
Chairman Wehrli will find out the answer to the question.  Member Heiman stated that the sale of The Gaylord 
House closed in April 2025.    
 
Commissioners reviewed the save-the-date card. 
 

Commissioners discussed the historic structure surveys of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.     
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Update on Certified Local Government Grant and Historic Structure Survey 
Commissioners discussed the schedule on the on the Historic Structure Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward 
Townships.   
 
Discussion of Having Commission Meetings at Historic Locations in the County; Commission Could 
Determine Meeting Locations and Times 
Commissioners discussed the possibility of having a regular meeting at LaSalle Manor Retreat Center this fall 
and a summer meeting in 2026.  Chairman Wehrli will reach out to Mr. Asselmeier about contacting LaSalle 
Manor Retreat for meetings. 
 
Discussion of Native American Tribes Associated with Kendall County  
Commissioners reviewed an email from the Edith Farnsworth House regarding their earlier planned Pow Wow 
event and contacts with Native Americans.   
 
In an email to Mr. Asselmeier dated, April 22, 2025, the Farnsworth House is open to having an event about 
Native American Tribes alongside with Kendall County Historic Preservation, possibly in October or another 
time.   
 
Member Heiman asked if Aurora University had any Native American Gatherings.  They had them in the past.  
Chairman Wehrli will check with Mr. Asselmeier.  
 
Discussion of 13860 Fox Road 
Commissioners reviewed an email from the State regarding the roof replacement at the subject property.  Anna 
Margaret Barris stated that a new roof is being installed and should be completed by the summer.  
 
Chairman Wehrli stated that once the roof is completed the commissioners can view the property. 
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Discussion of Amendments to the Kendall County Code Pertaining to Commission Review of Certain 
Building Permit Applications; Commission Could Recommend Amendments to the Kendall County Code 
and/or Approve a New Policy for Review of Certain Building Permit Applications 
Chairman Wehrli spoke with Seth Wormley to discuss the policy.  Mr. Wormley stated the County Board did 
not want to take demolition permits and give them to the Historic Preservation Commission to decide if they are 
historically significant.  Chairman Wehrli also stated that there are two (2) townships that are having historic 
structure surveys this year.  He also stated that it may put a burden on the Planning Building and Zoning 
Department. 
 
Member Heiman stated that she thought the Historic Preservation would receive notification of a historic 
structure to be demolished and decide if it was historically significant.  Chairman Wehrli will speak to Mr. 
Asselmeier to see if this is something achievable.   
 
Discussion of Landmarking Cemeteries and Funding Sources for Cemeteries 
Commissioners discussed the possibility of having some of the cemeteries maintained.  Ken Itle will speak at 
the summer meeting regarding landmarking cemeteries and the benefits of landmarking cemeteries. 
 
In a past meeting Member Bernacki stated that many townships perform their own maintenance on cemeteries.  
In a previous meeting, Mr. Asselmeier stated that he would like to wait until the six (6) new supervisors from 
the townships are sworn in before he reached out to the townships.   
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Flowers made a motion, seconded by Member Heiman, to adjourn.  With a voice vote of four (4) ayes, 
the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 6:22 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Wanda A. Rolf 
Part-Time Office Assistant 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Kendall County Historic Court House 
110 W. Madison Street 

Yorkville, IL 60560 
5:30 p.m. 

June 16, 2025-Unofficial Until Approved 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Eric Bernacki and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Elizabeth Flowers, Kristine Heiman (Secretary), and Marty Shanahan (Vice-Chair) 
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Director, and Wanda A. Rolf, Part-Time Office Assistant 
 
Due to an absence of a quorum, the meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew H. Asselmeier 
Director 
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KENDALL COUNTY  
Historic Preservation Commission 

Historic Preservation Organization Meeting 
Ellis House and Equestrian Center  

13986 McKanna Road 
Minooka, IL 6047 

5:30 p.m. 
July 21, 2025-Unofficial Until Approved 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Jeff Wehrli called the meeting to order at 5:37 p.m. 

ROLL CALL 
Present Kristine Heiman (Secretary), Marty Shanahan (arrived at 6:06 p.m.), and Jeff Wehrli (Chairman) 
Absent: Eric Bernacki and Elizabeth Flowers  
Also Present: Matt Asselmeier, Lily I. Smogor, Jane Burke, Tim O’Brien, Sarah Skilton, Mike Hoffman, Eric 
Gray, Kathy Vorbau, Sharleen Smith, Susan Kritzberg, Nancy Herkes, Joe Noce, Johanna Byram, and Lisa 
Wolancevich 

WELCOMING REMARKS 
Jeff Wehrli, Kendall County Historic Preservation Commission Chairman, welcomed the attendees to the 
semiannual Historic Preservation Meeting.  Chairman Wehrli stated that upon receipt of a grant from the State, 
research has begun to identify areas of historic significance within Seward and Na-Au-Say Townships.   

PRESENTATION ON THE HISTORY OF THE ELLIS HOUSE 
David Guritz, Executive Director of the Kendall County Forest Preserve District, delivered a presentation on the 
history of the Ellis House and the surrounding Baker Woods.  He discussed the naming history and prehistoric 
character of the preserve.  Director Guritz further discussed the settlement and migration history of the 
Indigenous and European inhabitants of Kendall County.  He also reviewed the history of land acquisitions for 
the Baker Woods Forest Preserve.  

Sharleen Smith clarified that the Seward Town Hall, formerly located within one of the Preserve’s land 
acquisitions, had been relocated to Lyon Farm, where it is undergoing restoration.   

Director Guritz mentioned the restoration and protection of a rare oak savanna ecosystem as a goal of Baker 
Woods and the ongoing work of Ellis House to maintain its equestrian program.   

Chairman Wehrli asked if Director Guritz knew when the Ellis House was built. Director Guritz stated that the 
house was built in the 1990s but made to look as if it was older.  

Chairman Wehrli discussed the importance of the presentation for showcasing the total history of the land in 
addition to that of the Ellis House and Baker Woods.  He then relayed the story of the mastodon bones found in 
the area near Baker Woods.  

Sharleen Smith asked if Director Guritz was working with the County to preserve the open green spaces on 
either side of the Aux Sable Creek and expressed concern about the direction of warehouse and solar farm 
development within the County.  Director Guritz clarified that the County Board and the Forest Preserve Board 
of Commissioners were comprised of the same officials, and that the County Board members valued both open 
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space and economic development and sought to obtain a balance between the two (2). He stated that Kendall 
County had similar rates of green space preservation to the surrounding regions of Kane, Will, and DuPage 
Counties. Director Guritz discussed current and future tax practices and potentials for the Forest Preserve 
District.  
 
An audience member asked about an Economic Opportunity Grant received in 2008. Director Guritz stated that 
the County often pursued grants to enable land acquisitions.  
 
Member Shanahan arrived at the close of the presentation, at 6:06 pm.  
                     
PRESENTATION ON THE HISTORIC STRUCTURE SURVEY OF NA-AU-SAY AND SEWARD 
TOWNSHIPS  
Kenneth Itle, Associate Principal with Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc., delivered a presentation on the 
rural historic structure survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.  He discussed the goals of the project for 
surveying settlement history and architectural context, as well as documentation and recommendation of sites 
for historic landmarking.  Mr. Itle briefly discussed previous rural structure surveys in other parts of Kendall 
County. He outlined the process of the structure surveys, including research, the creation of a database, map 
development, and field surveys.  Mr. Itle then expressed the need for local volunteers for the field surveys and 
provided an overview of work done during a survey.  He also explained the landmark designation process for 
historic sites.   
 
Chairman Wehrli asked about the timeframe for the structure surveys. Mr. Itle responded that the field work is 
scheduled to begin in August and may last until around Christmas.   
 
Susan Kritzberg expressed concern about earlier field surveys conducted in the winter months, as the weather 
conditions made work difficult and property owners expressed greater caution upon seeing volunteers on their 
property.  She also recommended the creation of lanyards for volunteers so as to make their purpose easily 
identifiable to property owners.  Mr. Itle agreed. 
 
Lisa Wolancevich stated that the Kendall County Historical Society received calls from concerned property 
owners due to the presence of volunteers on their land.  Mr. Itle mentioned the difficulty in publicizing the 
presence of volunteers.  
 
An audience member asked if any buildings from the previous surveys had been landmarked. Mr. Itle stated that 
there were none to his knowledge.  
 
Mr. Asselmeier stated that the County plan was to conduct structure surveys in all nine (9) townships, followed 
by a preservation plan dependent on grant funding.  Chairman Wehrli mentioned that the current pace of survey 
was two (2) townships per year, which Mr. Itle stated would result in completion significantly faster than 
nearby Will County.  
 
PRESENTATION ON LANDMARKING CEMETERIES THE HISTORIC STRUCTURE SURVEY OF 
NA-AU-SAY AND SEWARD TOWNSHIPS  
Chairman Wehrli introduced the presentation with discussion of the recent rediscovery of a historic cemetery 
within Yorkville. He asked whether the townships were responsible for their cemeteries, to which Matt 
Asselmeier clarified that townships were responsible for the burial of paupers, which necessitates access to 
cemeteries for that purpose.  
 
Mr. Itle delivered a presentation on the landmarking of historic cemeteries during the historic structure survey 
of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships.  He noted that cemeteries can be landmarked for their historic, artistic 

8



and cultural significance.  Mr. Itle discussed the criteria for landmark cemeteries, such as design, social and 
community history, development history, and other factors not including religion.  He explained the reluctance 
to landmark the graves of individual famous people unless the gravesites have a specific artistic quality or have 
taken on a greater cultural meaning separate from the legacy of the interred individual.  He further explained the 
importance of historic integrity in landmarking sites and cemeteries before moving into examples of 
landmarked cemeteries.   
 
An audience member asked if an archaeological site listed on the National Historic Register (the Evelyn Site) 
within Kendall County was a Native American gravesite.  Mr. Itle stated that it likely was a Native American 
site and noted that the lack of public information was intended to prevent tampering with the gravesite.  
 
Chairman Wehrli discussed the importance of recovering and maintaining historic family cemeteries within the 
county.  
 
An audience member discussed a visit taken by a Daughters of the American Revolution chapter to a nearby 
historic cemetery and expressed her desire to repair and maintain historic gravesites. 
 
An audience member asked if the county had or could have local historic designation for cemeteries that may 
not qualify for the National Register.  Matt Asselmeier stated that the Historic Preservation Ordinance allow for 
local landmarking.  
 
Chairman Wehrli discussed the use of 1939 aerial photography by the County to identify historic sites.  Mr. 
Asselmeier added that historical photography, plat surveys, and other maps were all available for public 
reference on the County’s GIS webpage.  
 
An audience member described a cemetery within Seward Township, asking if that cemetery would be a 
potential survey location.  Mr. Itle stated that it would and that the survey aimed to include other structures of 
rural character, such as churches, one-room schoolhouses, and town halls.  
 
An audience member asked if two buildings located on Lyon Farm, relocated from the area of survey, would be 
included as they were sited within the survey scope.  Mr. Itle stated that he would likely include such structures 
in his summary report but not in the survey itself.    
  
ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION  
Susan Kritzberg, representative of the Chapel on the Green, along with Chapel board member Nancy Herkes, 
discussed a recent designation as a site member of the Underground Railroad by the National Parks Service in 
2023, as well as a grant application for an Illinois State Historic Marker celebrating the history of the Chapel.  
Ms. Kritzberg discussed the inclusion of the historic Bristol Baptist Church in the Underground Railroad 
recognition project.  She stated that the Chapel on the Green has received its historic marker, which will be 
unveiled and dedicated in October.  Representative Lauren Underwood and Bill Furry of the Illinois State 
Historical Society will speak at the event.  Ms. Kritzberg stated that she would welcome a speaker from the 
County for the event as well.  Ms. Kritzberg then moved into discussion of preservation work within the Chapel 
on the Green itself.  She stated that the stained glass windows, a unique feature of the chapel, are overdue for 
restoration. She then discussed future fundraising for the restoration of the windows.  Ms. Kritzberg discussed 
the importance of keeping the Chapel on the Green relevant for the current community.  
 
Chairman Wehrli explained the process of uneven thickening undergone by old glass to provide context for the 
window restoration.  Ms. Kritzberg stated that the smaller, south-facing windows of the Chapel had undergone 
that process. She highlighted the unique art nouveau styling of the windows and reiterated the historic marker 
dedication event.  
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Sharleen Smith, Seward Township, stated that the Township would be doing well if they could get its 
comprehensive plan passed.  She reiterated community fears of losing open space and trees, especially along the 
Aux Sable Creek.   
 
Lisa Wolancevich and Johanna Byram, Yorkville Historical Preservation and Kendall County Historical 
Society, stated that they are trying to revitalize the Yorkville Preservation Society.  Chairman Wehrli asked how 
the road construction along Route 71 was doing, and both members stated that they had decided not to seek re-
election to the Historical Society’s board.  They further discussed pending mural projects within Yorkville as 
well as preservation work at the Stone Church and another church within Mission Township.   Ms. Byram 
discussed documentation of Bristol Station and the McCain Hotel.  
 
Eric Gray and Kathy Vorbau, recent owners of the Gaylord House and Gardens, discussed their restoration 
practices and expressed gratitude for the help of local historical organizations.  
 
Mike Hoffman, Teska Associates, discussed the Kendall County Comprehensive Plan effort and highlighted his 
organization’s resident surveys.  He stated that he had heard similar concerns of protecting green space at other 
meetings within the County and encouraged attendants to fill out his survey indicating important places within 
the County.  Mr. Asselmeier directed attendants to both the paper and online surveys at www.visionkendall.org.   
 
Joe Noce, Little White School Museum and Oswegoland Park District, discussed his effort to understand what 
drove visitors to the museum by hosting various low-cost programs, noting that the results were largely 
inconclusive.  He highlighted an upcoming history hike at Saw-Wee-Kee Park, a downtown Oswego history 
walk and trivia night, and a history book club meeting as important future events for the museum.  He also 
discussed the recent unveiling of the 75th Anniversary of the Park history exhibit.  
 
Sarah Skilton, Oswego Public Library District, discussed the digitization of microfilm copies of local 
newspapers.  She discussed a new mural project and urban barn tours.  She also stated that the Oswego Library 
possessed cemetery records and historic plat books.  Chairman Wehrli mentioned an earlier attempt to hold a 
meeting in the urban barn that was prohibited by a lack of ADA-compliant accessibility.  Ms. Skilton responded 
that the library was working on making the barn accessible. 
 
Jane Burke, Naperville Preservation Society, discussed her efforts to raise awareness of historic preservation in 
Naperville.  She advocated for Oak Cottage, located in the Greene Valley Forest Preserve and constructed in 
1851.  She stated that the cottage and associated barn could be demolished by the Forest Preserve District of 
DuPage County, if an adaptive reuse is not established.  She asked attendants to tell any entrepreneurs interested 
in the space that they had until October to express a statement of interest in the cottage to prevent its demolition.  
Ms. Burke and other attendants briefly discussed local individuals and stakeholders related to the Greene Valley 
Forest Preserve.   
 
David Guritz, Executive Director of the Kendall County Forest Preserve District, discussed the final steps of the 
Subat Nature Center project and expressed his thanks to the Little White School Museum for their contributions 
to the project.  He stated that a trail project to connect Subat Forest Preserve and the Fox River Bluffs was 
underway, and a grant application for the removal of the Little Rock Dam had been submitted.   
 
Matt Asselmeier stated that Michelle from the Three Rivers Library District had been unable to attend the 
meeting, but that she wanted to publicize her library’s museum in Minooka.  She also wanted to go on record 
expressing concern that the widening of Ridge Road in Minooka would result in the destruction of a number of 
historic homes.  
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DISCUSSION OF FUTURE MEETING(S) 
Chairman Wehrli spoke about future meetings; Mr. Asselmeier asked for information on a speaker for the 
Evelyn Site. Another audience member stated that the information for the site was housed at Northwestern 
University, but did not identify a speaker.  
 
Susan Kritzberg mentioned the former Blackberry Mill millstones, which are now distributed across the County.  
She discussed the recent donation of a millstone to the Chapel on the Green, as well as the other locations of 
historic millstones.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Member Heiman made a motion, seconded by Member Shanahan to adjourn.  With a voice vote of three (3) 
ayes, the motion carried.  The Historic Preservation Commission adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lily I. Smogor 
PBZ Intern 
 
Encs. 
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Baker’s Woods Forest Preserve
Overview of Natural and Cultural History
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Kendall County Glacial Topography

1902

1936
Illinois State Academy of Science
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1820’s-30’s Land Survey – Original Land Cover - Indian Boundary Line

Indian Boundary Line  

The line was a significant feature in the area, with lands south of the line surveyed in 1821 and lands north 

surveyed later. The Indian Boundary Line was a result of the need for traders to travel safely between 

Chicago and Ottawa.

https://historyonthefox.wordpress.com/2014/03/31/a-historical-survey-of-surveying/
17
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The Indian Boundary Line impacting Kendall County, Illinois, was established by 
the Treaty of St. Louis of 1816.

This treaty was negotiated between the United States government and the Ojibwe, 
Ottawa, and Potawatomi tribes (the Council of Three Fires).

Under the terms of this treaty, a twenty-mile wide strip of land was ceded to the 
United States. This area extended from the western shore of Lake Michigan, 10 
miles north and 10 miles south of the Chicago River, and westward to the Fox 
River. This strip is what became known as the Indian Boundary Line.

The purpose of this land cession was to create a corridor for safe passage for 
traders and settlers between the important Chicago Portage and the Illinois River at 
Ottawa. The tribes retained the right to hunt and fish on the ceded lands.

18



19



https://youtu.be/7knK4IfrzsI

The Aux Sable Creek watershed 
supported industries and 
agriculture that relied on the I&M 
Canal for transportation. Goods 
did not travel directly down the 
creek into the canal. They were 
likely transported to a canal 
access point like Minooka, and 
loaded onto barges for transport 
along the I&M Canal. 20

https://youtu.be/7knK4IfrzsI


The earliest Aqueduct at Aux Sable Creek, built as part of the I & M canal project, 
was a timber structure completed in 1847. This structure was replaced with the 

present riveted steel trough in 1927.
21
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1871 – “Houses Grove” and “McKanna Road” Namesakes
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Notes on House’s Grove near Baker Woods FP

While a part of House’s Grove is now part of Baker Woods, the southwest portion of section 15 described 

below is not.

https://kendallkin.org/county-history/place-names.html#HousesGrove

Sulphur Springs

(historical) Sulphur springs are located in a number of places in Seward Township. One of the largest and 

best known sulphur springs was located in House's Grove a little southwest of the center of section 15. The 

area around the springs was a popular picnic spot. See House's Grove.

The spring was a clear, constant spring which, gave off the odor of sulfuretted hydrogen (hydrogen 

sulphide.) The odor was perceptible from several yards away but the sulphurous taste of the water was not 

sufficiently strong to make it disagreeable to most people. For some people, the reverse was the case and 

the water prized.

Other sulphur springs were found a mile or mile and a quarter farther west along the banks of the Aux 

Sable Creek and still others were found in section 23, and the northern part of section 16, Seward 

Township. Geological Report of Kendall County, 1871.
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1875 – Fred Baker (Baker Woods)
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1908 – “Baker” Family Property Additions

26



1908 – Route 52 – Residences, Church & Township Hall (Rt. 52 Rest Stop)

27



1939 Aerial Photos – “The Good Stuff”

Aux Sable Oak Ecosystem Corridor
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1997 – Still largely rural character

Ellis House, Stable & Indoor Arena Constructed 

Fox Township Rt. 52 Facilities
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2003
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Baker Woods / Ellis Acquisitions

Total Preserve Acreage – 167 +/- acres

09-16-200-003

Acquired 1967 - 17.74-acres - Donation
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09-16-200-013 

Acquired March 2008 - $250K DCEO Grant - $1.883M 95.45 AC ($20K per acre)

Carolyn Baker and Deborah Smith
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09-09-400-004

Ellis Equestrian Center Parcel Acquired May 2008 – $2.440M (44.90 acres)

William Stephen and Cynthia Ellis
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09-09-400-004 

Acquired September 2009

Seward Township - $200,850

10-acres (Theodore House – 1939)
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Other Parcels Acquired

2008 Sandstrom Trust 09-09-400-003 61.23-ac $1.117M

09-10-300-002

09-16-200-010

2011 DeVries, Mary 09-16-200-010 10.76-ac $110,000
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2025
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Click to edit Master title style

www.wje.com

KENDALL COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Rural Historic Structures Survey

July 21, 2025
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Na-Au-Say and Seward 
Townships Survey

40



 Provide background history of the county and survey area
 Provide architectural context of building types
 Document historic rural structures
 Assess and identify potential landmark properties

 No designated county landmarks in these townships
 No National Register-listed properties in these townships

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 3
41



 County-wide field documentation compiled by Stephenie Todd
 2023: Survey of Bristol and Kendall Townships
 2005: WJE survey of selected portions of Na-Au-Say and Oswego 

Townships on behalf of the Village of Plainfield
 41 farmsteads surveyed in Na-Au-Say Township
 3 have been subsequently demolished

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 4
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 Na-Au-Say Township
122 potential farmstead 
sites to be surveyed

Architectural and Historical Survey of Kendall and Bristol Townships Page 5
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 Na-Au-Say Township
122 potential farmstead 
sites to be surveyed

 Seward Township
127 potential farmstead 
sites to be surveyed

Architectural and Historical Survey of Kendall and Bristol Townships Page 6
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 Historical research
 Database development
 Mapping
 Field survey

 Assisted by volunteers
 Report writing

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 7
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Research materials
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Research materials
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 Document each structure
 Photographs
 Written notes: materials 

and other features

Field Survey
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 Correlate historical research and field survey information
 Finalize database and mapping
 Assess significance: Potential National Register-eligible, potential 

local landmark, contributing, non-contributing
 Compile narrative summary report

Solutions for the Built World Page 13
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 Record of existing conditions
 Overview of history and historic themes
 Identification of potential landmarks or districts

Solutions for the Built World Page 15
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Landmark Designation of 
Historic Cemeteries

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 16
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 Cemeteries reflect and represent cultural values and practices of the past

 Historic cemeteries can be threatened by abandonment, vandalism, 
development, or environmental hazards

 Due to the personal resonance of cemeteries to family members and 
descendants, they are not typically considered for landmark designation 
without special consideration

 Religious significance is generally not considered as part of the government 
landmarking process

 18 Illinois cemeteries are listed in the National Register

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 17
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 Burial places predating European pioneer settlement are protected 
by the 1990 Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act

 Kendall County Historic Preservation Ordinance
 National Register Criteria and Criteria Considerations
 National Register Bulletin 41: Guidelines for Evaluating and 

Registering Cemeteries and Burial Places

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 18
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 A: Religious property is eligible if significant for design or history
 C: An individual grave is significant only if the person is of 

outstanding importance and there is no other appropriate site 
connected to his or her productive life

 D: Cemetery is eligible if it derives significance from:
 Graves of persons of transcendent importance
 Age
 Distinctive design features
 Association with historic events

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 19
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 F: Commemorative site eligible if age, tradition, or symbolic value 
have invested it with its own historical significance

 G: Sites less than 50 years old are eligible if of exceptional 
importance
 Does not apply to a cemetery that is more than 50 years old, 

even if open for new burials

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 20
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1. To what degree does the cemetery and setting convey its historic 
period?

2. To what degree has the original design, materials, decoration, and 
landscaping been retained?

3. Has the property’s potential to yield information about historic 
culture been compromised by ground disturbance or other 
changes?

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 21
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 Bohemian National Cemetery, Pulaski Avenue, Chicago
Listed in National Register for association with an ethnic group 
(Czech-American community) and for its landscape design

Page 22
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 Lake Forest Cemetery, 
Lake Forest, Illinois
Listed in National Register for 
its landscape design

 Quincy National Cemetery, 
Quincy, Illinois
Listed in National Register for 
association with Civil War-era 
military history

National Register Examples
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Wheatland Township Cemetery 
(Will County, designated 2011)
First burials date to 1830s, formally 
established in 1840. Contains graves of 
many prominent pioneer families

Beecher Mausoleum
(Will County, designated 1998)
(National Register listed, 2013)
Nominated for architectural design

Architectural and Historical Survey of Na-Au-Say and Seward Townships Page 24
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Current listings 

[edit] 

[3]
 

Name on the 
Register 

Image 
Date 
listed[4] 

Location 
 

 
 

 

1 
Bristol Congregational 
Church  

 More images 

September 6, 
2016 
(#16000580) 

107 W. Center St. 

41°38′51″N 88°26′50″W 
 

   
   

2 
Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad Depot  

 More images 

November 
12, 1993 
(#93001238) 

101 W. Main St. 

41°39′44″N 88°32′17″W 
  

3 
Downtown Oswego 
Historic District 

 

August 15, 
2022 
(#100007995) 

Roughly bounded by one-half blk. north of Jackso   
the alleys immediately west and east of Main St.,  
one-half block south of Washington St. 

41°41′02″N 88°21′08″W 

  

4 Evelyn Site Upload image 

December 
19, 1978 
(#78001159) 

Midway between Newark and Lisbon Center Rds   
of Big Grove Rd.[5] 

41°31′49″N 88°30′26″W 
  

5 Farnsworth House 

 

 More images 

October 7, 
2004 
(#04000867) 

14520 River Rd. 

41°38′15″N 88°32′07″W 
  

6 
Kendall County 
Courthouse  

 More images 

November 
12, 1998 
(#98001354) 

109 W. Ridge St. 

41°38′25″N 88°26′53″W 
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[3]
 

Name on the 
Register 

Image 
Date 
listed[4] 

Location 
 

 
 

 

7 Plano Hotel 

 

 More images 

November 
12, 1993 
(#93001239) 

120 W. Main St. 
41°39′44″N 88°32′21″W 

  

8 
Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints 

 

 More images 

November 2, 
1990 
(#90001724) 

304 S. Center Ave. 

41°39′33″N 88°32′09″W 
  

9 Albert H. Sears House 

 

 More images 

January 29, 
1987 
(#86003720) 

603 E. North St. 

41°39′55″N 88°31′49″W 
  

10 Lewis Steward House 

 

 More images 

November 
28, 2003 
(#03001200) 

611 E. Main St. 

41°39′54″N 88°31′47″W 
  

11 Yorkville School 

 

 More images 

January 24, 
1995 
(#94001600) 

201 W. Center St. 

41°38′52″N 88°26′53″W 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, BUILDING & ZONING 

111 West Fox Street • Yorkville, IL • 60560 
(630) 553-4141                  Fax (630) 553-4179  

 
 
 

 
 

POLICY FOR THE NOTIFICATION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
COMMISSION OF PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR ALTERATIONS AND DEMOLITIONS 

ON CERTAIN PROPERTIES 
1. Whenever a party applies for a permit for exterior alterations or demolition on properties 

identified as Contributing, Local Landmark Potential, or National Register Potential in an 
historic structure survey undertaken under the authority of Kendall County, the Planning, 
Building and Zoning Department shall notify the Kendall County Historic Preservation 
Commission of said application prior to the issuance of the applicable permit.   
 

2. In notifying the Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning, Building and Zoning 
Department shall supply the Historic Preservation Commission with a description of the 
proposed alteration or demolition as supplied by the applicant and the contact information for the 
applicant. 
 

3. Nothing in this policy shall be construed as requiring the Historic Preservation Commission to 
comment on the application. 
 

4. This policy shall not supersede or amend any review requirements or procedures outlined in the 
Historical Preservation Chapter of the Kendall County Code. 
 

5. Except as required by the Historical Preservation Chapter of the Kendall County Code, nothing 
in this policy shall be construed as requiring the Planning, Building and Zoning Department to 
delay the issuance of a permit due to lack of comment or requests to the applicant by the Historic 
Preservation Commission. 

 
Approved by majority vote of the Planning Building and Zoning Committee on February 10, 2025. 
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The newsletter of the Oswegoland Heritage Association...

August 2025 Roger Matile, editor

The Oswegoland 
Heritage  Association’s

Board of 
Directors
Judy Wheeler, President

Ken Holmstrom, Vice President

Ted Clauser, Secretary

Erik Pienkos, Treasurer

Tina Beaird
Mary Church
Linda Heap Dean
Brian LeClercq
Roger Matile

In this issue...
Memorials assure 
Oswegoland’s rich 
history will be saved for 
future generations to 
enjoy...Page 2

A full slate of late 
summer and early fall 
programming is on tap 
at the Little White School 
Museum...Page 3

The Bell Tower
Valuable collections added at the
Little White School Museum this summer

To visit the Little White School 
Museum virtually, go to their web 
site, www.littlewhiteschoolmuseum.
org, click on “Visit” at the top right, 
then choose “Videos.” To e-mail us, 
send your note to director@littlewhi-
teschoolmuseum.org. You can also 
find us on Facebook. And remember: 
OHA memberships make great gifts 
for friends and family. ❦

Looking for virtual
Oswego history?

see “Museum donations” page 2...

In June and July, the donation of three 
large collections meant the preservation of 
valuable chapters of Oswegoland’s history.

The first collection, donated in June by 
the Oswegoland Park District, was a large col-
lection of photographic prints and slides re-
cording the history of park district programs 
dating all the way back to the 1950s.

Another key donation was a collection 
of binders kept by Boulder Hill and Oswego 
Antique Study Group Historian Mary Swyn-
enberg filled with the club’s history from the 
1960s until it disbanded a few years ago.

The third priceless donation was a collec-
tion of letters sent back to his family by Virgil 
Wheeler during his U.S. Army service in the 
Pacific Theatre during World War II.

The park district image collection, num-
bering 736 color prints and 454 slides, is a 
visual chronicle of the park district’s facilities, 
personnel, and patrons during the past 75 
years. Color photographs and slides chronicle 

the development, maintenance, and improve-
ment of many parks in the district’s system, 
from its very first programming in the 1950s 
up through recent years.

“Some of the most interesting slides were 
taken by the district’s first director, Ford Lip-
pold,” noted museum director Roger Matile. 
“Back in the 1950s, the park district hosted a 
teen club, the Panthers Den, on the second 
floor of the old township hall on the Wash-
ington Street hill in downtown Oswego, and 
Ford took a number of slides there, including 
of the club’s new jukebox, acquired in 1954 
and kids dancing to early rock ‘n roll hits.”

The park district is celebrating its 75th 
anniversary this year, and to honor that mu-
seum coordinator Joe Noce has mounted an 
exhibit on the district’s history in the Little 
White School Museum’s main room. The 
donation of the park district collection came 

As this photo attests, the Oswegoland Park District’s first swimming pool, built in conjunction with 
the Oswegoland Civic Center in 1968, proved overwhelmingly popular when it opened in June 
1960. The opening day image is one of hundreds donated to the Little White School Museum by 
the park district chronicling the district’s history from the 1950s. 
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The Bell Tower...Page 2

Your Business Name 
Could Be Here!

Want to see the name of your 
business or organization name 
right here three times a year? 
Just purchase a Business/Insti-
tutional membership, and your 
name or the name of your busi-
ness or organization will appear 
in this space in three consecu-
tive issues. The Bell Tower is 
published in April, August, and 
December of each year. See 
page 4 for more membership 
information.

Bell Tower sponsor:
at the perfect time to choose images to 
enliven the exhibit, Noce noted.

The Boulder Hill Antique Study Club 
was established in March 1964, and was 
open to all Boulder Hill residents interest-
ed in the study of antiques. The organiza-
tion underwent some name changes over 
the years, gradually becoming the Boulder 
Hill Antique Study Group and then, to 
broaden membership opportunities, they 
began recruiting members from Oswego, 
changing the name to the Boulder Hill 
and Oswego Antique Study Group. 

The materials in the collection recount 
the group’s monthly meetings where 
they heard presentations from local en-
thusiasts and experts such as Boulder Hill 
resident Richard Hausemann, who spe-
cialized in antique Aurora Silverplate—a 
company begun by Lewis B. Judson, one 
of Oswego’s founders.

The collection of 13 binders plus 
other club materials and memorabilia was 
donated by Mary Swyenenberg’s daugh-
ter, Nancy Strothman.

“This collection adds valuable context 
to the history of Boulder Hill,” Matile ob-
served. “The group was one of the longest 
existing Boulder Hill civic organizations, 
one that not only filled a need for its 
members but also one that benefited the 
entire community through fundraisers for 
such agencies as the Valley Haven School 
For Exceptional Children.”

As soon as Virgil Wheeler was in-
ducted into the U.S. Army and went off 
to train in Tennessee in 1941, he began 
sending letters home to his parents, 
Seth and Maude Wheeler. The Wheelers 
farmed in NaAuSay Township. Wheeler 
kept up the correspondence until he was 

discharged in 1944 after having spent 
more than 30 months overseas with the 
Americal Division, participating in the 
battles for Guadalcanal and Bougainville, 
suffering mortar shrapnel wounds on 
Bougainville, being evacuated, and being 
awarded a Purple Heart.

After the war, he returned to Kendall 
County where he continued to farm in 
NaAuSay Township. He died in 1970 and 
is buried in the AuSable Cemetery. The 
letter collection was donated to the mu-
seum by his niece, Judy Wheeler.

Other donations to the Little White 

Museum donations...

Virgil Wheeler, suitcase in hand, is shown 
heading off to basic training with the U.S. 
Army in 1941. Wheeler served in the Pa-
cific Theatre in the battled for Guadalcanal 
and Bougainville, where he was seriously 
wounded, earning a Purple Heart. His 
niece, Judy Wheeler, recently donated 
a collection of nearly 50 letters he wrote 
home to his family in NaAuSay Township, 
just south of Oswego during his service.

School Museum’s collections and their 
donors since our last newsletter in April 
included toy blocks, a vintage Scrabble 
game, and a mythology card game, Judy 
Wheeler; a collection of Oswegoland Park 
District program catalogs, Kendra Potter, 
Oswegoland Park District; a collection 
of Oswego Girl Scout memorabilia, Mary 
Ann Stees; a collection of miscellaneous 
Oswego-related items including textbooks 
used at Tamarack School from Roger 
Matile; a large collection of photos, arti-
facts, and documents from the Janis Hoch 
estate, Jeanne Hoch Hester; a menu from 
Danielli’s Restaurant, John Daniels; a Janis 
Hoch painting of the Oswego Depot as it 
looked about 1890, Joyce Logel;.

Donations like those listed above as-
sure the rich and varied history of the 
Oswegoland area will continue to be pre-
served for future generations. And we’re 
always looking for more Oswego history 
so please always keep us in mind. ❦

Memorials assure Oswego’s history will be preserved...
Memorial gifts to the Oswegoland Heritage Association 

is an especially meaningful way to recognize friends, family, 
and business associates, as well as organizations and special 
occasions, while at the same time supporting the collections, 
educational programs, and mission of the only organization 
dedicated to protecting and preserving the rich heritage and 
history of the Oswegoland area—the Oswegoland Heritage As-
sociation. 

Honoring friends and relatives through memorials to the 
Oswegoland Heritage Association so far this calendar year were 

Mark & Lori Koskie, Omer & Wanda Horton, Ralph & Sally Smith, 
Sons of the American Legion, Jim Mayer, and Teresa Hoch in 
memory of Janis Hoch; the members of the Oswego High School 
Class of 1964 in memory of all 104 graduating classmates; and Mark 
Lichtenberger in memory of Bert Gray.

Memorials to the Oswegoland Heritage Association are depos-
ited in the Oswegoland Heritage Association Endowment Fund,.

Make checks payable to the Oswegoland Heritage Association 
and mail to Memorials, Oswegoland Heritage Association, Box 23, 
Oswego, IL 60543. ❦
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The Bell Tower...Page 3

A full slate of programming is sched-
uled at the Little White School Museum 
for the balance of the summer and 
autumn, so mark your calendars now! 
Programs on tap will be hosted and co-
hosted by the Oswegoland Heritage Asso-
ciation (OHA) and Oswegoland Park Dis-
trict (OPD). To pre-register for programs 
(required for some, optional for others), 
call the OPD at 630-554-1010 or visit their 
web page at https://www.oswegolandpar-
kdistrict.org/ or the museum’s registra-
tion page at bit.ly/LWSMPrograms 

Saw Wee Kee History Hike, Satur-
day, Aug. 9, 10 a.m. at Saw Wee Kee Park. 
Pre-registration, required, is $5 for park 
district residents and $7 for non-residents. 
Today, Saw Wee Kee Park as one of Os-
wegoland’s premier natural area parks. 
Situated on the Fox River, Saw Wee Kee 
and the surrounding area have offered 
more than just a recreation since settlers 
first arrived. Little White School museum 
coordinator Joe Noce with guide this 2.79 
mile hike on one of Saw Wee Kee’s scenic 
Blue Trail to explore the park’s rich his-
tory. Wear proper footwear and clothing 
for extended easy trail hiking. Participants 
should meet at the P2 Parking Lot in Saw 
Wee Kee Park on Sundown Lane in unin-
corporated Oswego Township.

Oswego History Tour – Down-
town, Saturday, Aug. 23, 4:30  pm - 5:30  
pm., $5 pre-registration is required. All 
communities evolve and change with 
time and Oswego is no different. Join us 
for a walk down Main Street between Jef-
ferson and Washington. We will point out 
historic landmarks, talk about the types of 
stores and businesses that first appeared 
when the village was newly-formed, dis-
cuss the critical role that fires had in shap-
ing our village, and explore the significant 
changes that have occurred over time 
with the growth of our village. Join mem-
bers of the Oswegoland Heritage Associa-
tion on this relaxing history walking tour. 
The tour will begin and end in front of 
the Oswego Public Library in downtown 
Oswego. Bring your walking shoes!

Oswegoland History Trivia Night 
Saturday, Aug. 23, 7 pm - 9 pm., $15. Test 
your local history knowledge at the Little 
White School Museum’s Oswegoland Triv-
ia Night at the Fox Valley Winery. Enjoy 
an evening of friendly competition while 
exploring the rich stories and fascinating 
facts that make Oswego unique. Whether 
you’re a history buff or just looking for a 
fun night out, this event offers the perfect 
blend of learning and entertainment. 
So, grab a drink, and see how much you 
know about Oswegoland’s past!

 Boulder Hill: Highlights of the 
First 36 Years, 1955 -1991, Saturday, 
Sept. 6, 12-1 pm, Little White School, $5. 
As soon as Ruth and Bev Skaggs bought 
their home in Don L. Dise’s brand new 
Boulder Hill subdivision in 1956, Bev, a 
skilled  amateur photographer, and his 
wife began chronicling the development’s 
progress. Soon, Ruth began giving slide 
lectures on Boulder Hill’s history and 
growth to area school and civic organiza-
tions. After the couple retired and moved 
to Batavia in 1992, she donated her slide 
collection to Oswego’s Little White School 
Museum. In this presentation, Museum 
Director Roger Matile will present Mrs. 
Skaggs’ program on Boulder Hill’s history, 
which has been unseen for the past 33 
years. A question and discussion session 
will follow the program. Proceeds will 
benefit the museum’s mission to protect 
and preserve Oswego area history.

The Fox River Trolleys, Saturday, 
Sept. 13, 11 am - 12 pm  Little White 
School, $5. A little over a century ago, the 
discovery and commercialization of elec-
tric power helped create a new industry: 

Electric interurban trolleys. These trains 
offered clean and efficient transporta-
tion for urban and rural riders alike, and 
a huge network of these lines grew up 
in the United States. Join us at the Little 
White School Museum with Doug Run-
dell, a volunteer at the Fox River Trolley 
Museum in South Elgin, who will present 
a talk covering the fascinating history of 
some lines that served Chicago and one 
line that served the Fox River Valley as far 
south as Yorkville.

History Book Club, Sunday, Sept. 
14, 11 am - 1 pm, Little White School, $5. 
History comes alive through the pages of 
captivating books! History enthusiasts are 
invited to connect and discuss a book to-
be-determined at our next meeting. Join 
us for a journey through time and togeth-
er, we’ll explore the stories that shape our 
world! Those planning on participating 
must reserve or procure their own copy 
of the book.

Oswego History Tour - Back to 
School, Saturday, Sept. 27, 12-1 pm, 
meet at  Little White School Museum, $5 
pre-registration is required. Schools play 
important roles in the life of any com-
munity. They are often social gathering 
places for communities - sporting events, 
arts and cultural events, parent/teacher 
meetings, and so many other examples. 
We will explore the “in town” schools in 
Oswego’s history and help us tell their 
stories. Wear good walking shoes and be 
prepared to be part of the conversation. 
The tour will begin and end at the Little 
White School Museum.

Oswego Cemetery Walk, Thurs-
day, Oct.  2, 5:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Oswego 
Township Cemetery, $7 in advance or 
$10 the day of, space permitting, pre-
registration required. Experience local 
history come to life during our annual 
Oswego Cemetery Walk. Participants will 
be guided through the cemetery to visit 
with “ghosts” of early Oswego residents 
and pioneers. Pre-registration is required. 
Please plan to arrive at the beginning of 
your time slot. Participants should be able 

August Heritage Notes...
Little White School announces busy late summer and autumn schedule

Continued on Page 4...

Don’t miss “Boulder Hill: Highlights of the 
first 36 years” at noon Saturday, Sept. 6 
as the museum continues to recognize 
Boulder Hill’s 75th birthday.
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Oswegoland Heritage Association
Box 23
Oswego, Illinois 60543

Free!
Please Take One

Clip and mail
!

The Oswegoland Heritage Association has some exciting plans 
for the future. Why not take out a membership for a friend or 
relative who has an interest in Oswego’s fascinating history 
and heritage? Benefits include museum store discounts, three 
newsletters a year, and more. Just fill out this form and mail. 

Check out our web site at www.littlewhiteschoolmuseum.org

Gift membership?

Name: _________________________________

Address 1: ______________________________

Address 2: ______________________________

City: ________________ St. ____ Zip: ________

Email: _________________________________

I prefer to receive my newsletters electronically: ____
Membership type:
Friend, $20 per person:........................._____
Sponsor, $75 per person:......................._____
Business/Institution, $150....................._____
Lifetime Gold, $1,000..........................._____
Make checks payable to the
Oswegoland Heritage Association and mail to:
	 Membership
	 Oswegoland Heritage Association
	 Box 23
	 Oswego, IL 60543

to walk for 45 minutes, wear comfortable shoes, and are encouraged to 
bring a flashlight. An adult must accompany all children. Registration is 
per person. Presented in partnership with the Oswegoland Heritage As-
sociation.

Waa Kee Sha Park History Hike, Saturday, Oct.  11, 10 am.  Waa 
Kee Sha Park, $5. Today, Oswego knows Waa Kee Sha as one of its pre-
mier parks, offering many outdoor adventures. But Waa Kee Sha Park 
and the surrounding area have been more than just a recreation site 
since settlers first arrived. The Oswegoland Park District invites you on 
a guided hike along the storied trails of Waa Kee Sha to explore its rich 
history. Please wear proper footwear and clothing for extended trail 
hiking. Participants will meet at the first parking area after entering the 
Park, the hike will last be approximately half a mile of easy walking.

Oswego History Tour - Urban Barns, Saturday, Oct.  25, 12-1 
pm  Little White School, $5 pre-registration is required. Ever notice the 
barns in Oswego’s downtown? Did you think they could only be found 
on the area’s farms? These answers and the history surrounding them 
will be covered in this unique bus tour of some of the barns still standing 
today. Pre-registration is required as space is limited. The event begins 
and ends at the Little White School Museum and lasts about an hour. 
Presented by the Oswegoland Heritage Association in partnership with 
the Oswegoland Park District. 

For more information about museum events, call 630-554-2999 dur-
ing regular hours, email jnoce@oswegolandpd.org, or visit the museum 
web page at www.littlewhiteschoolmuseum.org. ❦

Heritage Notes from Page 3...
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