
State of Illinois 
County of Kendall 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2014 - DS 

Zoning Petition 
#14-02 

GRANTING A MAJOR AMENDMENT TO A SPECIAL USE FOR 
DICKSON VALLEY MINISTRIES AT 8250 FINNIE ROAD 

WHEREAS. Dickson Valley Ministries dba of Dickson Valley Camp and Retreat Center has filed 
a petition for a major amendment to their Special Use within the A-1 Agricultural Zoning 
District for a 161 acre property located On the north & south side of Finnie Road, 0.8 miles south 
of Finnie & Rogers Road, commonly known as 8250 Finnie Road, (PIN# 04-17-100-002, 04-17-
300-002 & 04-17-300-007), in Fox Township; and 

WHEREAS, said property is currently zoned A-1 Agricultural with ·an existing Special Use for 
operation for a camp and retreat center; and 

WHEREAS, said petition is to amend their existing special use permit to continue operation of 
their camp and retreat center and add 51. 7 4 acres and modify their site plan; and 

WHEREAS, during the 1974 Countywide rezoning the County Board of Kendall County, Illinois 
rezoned this property to A-1 SU for non-profit camping uses; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board of Kendall County, Illinois did grant the petitioner said request for 
a special use for a Christian Youth Camp for 108 acres as Ordinance 1983-17 on December 13, 
1983; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board of Kendall County, Illinois did grant the petitioner said request to 
amend the site plan to include a dining and meeting hall north of the original site plan and 
expand the bath house and chapel as Ordinance 2000-17 A & 2000-24 on June 20, 2000; and 

WHEREAS, the County Board of Kendall County, Illinois did grant the petitioner said request for 
a lighted sign at the camp entrance with conditions as Ordinance 2002-12 on May 21, 2002; and 

WHEREAS, said property is legally described as: 

PARCEL 1: 
THAT PART OF THE EAST HALF OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 
36 NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER; THENCE WEST 
ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER 1319 FEET TO THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF THE EAST HALF OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER; THENCE SOUTH ALONG THE 
WEST LINE OF THE EAST HALF OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER 1376.78 FEET TO THE 
CENTER LINE OF A ROAD RUNNING NORTHEASTERLY AND SOUTHWESTERLY THROUGH 
SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID CENTER LINE TO 
THE EAST LINE OF SAID NORTHWEST QUARTER; THENCE NORTH ALONG SAID EAST LINE 
778 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF FOX, KENDALL COUNTY, 
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ILLINOIS; ALSO THAT PART OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER OF SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 36 
NORTH, RANGE 6 EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 
BEGINNING AT THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF SAID NORTHEAST QUARTER; THENCE 
SOUTH ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID NORTHEAST QUARTER 11.70 CHAINS (772.2 FEET) 
TO THE CENTER LINE OF A ROAD; THENCE NORTHEASTERLY ALONG SAID CENTER LINE 
TO THE NORTH LINE OF SAID NORTHEAST QUARTER; THENCE WEST ALONG SAID NORTH 
LINE 12.63 CHAINS (833.58 FEET) TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 42.59 ACRES 
MORE OR LESS, IN THE TOWNSHIP OF FOX, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

PARCEL 2: THAT PART OF THE WEST HALF OF SECTION 17, TOWNSHIP 36 NORTH, RANGE 6 
EAST OF THE THIRD PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN, DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: COMMENCING AT 
THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 18, TOWNSHIP 
AND RANGE AFORESAID; THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREES 07 SECONDS 54 MINUTES EAST 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION 18, A DISTANCE OF 380.17 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 
76 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 58 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 4010.24 FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 66 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 58 MINUTES EAST, A DISTANCE OF 33.6 FEET TO THE 
CENTER LINE OF FINNIE ROAD; THENCE SOUTH 66 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 58 MINUTES 
EAST, A DISTANCE OF 1377.07 FEET FOR THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE NORTH 38 
DEGREES 58 MINUTES 51 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 1378.96 FEET; THENCE NORTH 
48 DEGREES 46 MINUTES 57 SECONDS WEST, A DISTANCE OF 659.61 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 60 DEGREES 38 MINUTES 12 SECONDS EAST, A DISTANCE OF 98.54 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 44 DEGREES 10 MINUTES 58 MINUTES EAST, A DISTANCE OF 455.16 FEET TO THE 
NORTH LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 17; THENCE NORTH 90 
DEGREES EAST, A DISTANCE OF 346.63 FEET TO THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 17, THENCE 
NORTH 01 DEGREES 14 MINUTES 05 SECONDS WEST ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID 
QUARTER/QUARTER SECTION A DISTANCE OF 1269.52 FEET TO THE CENTER LINE OF 
FINNIE ROAD; THENCE NORTH 63 DEGREES 32 MINUTES 29 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID 
CENTER LINE, A DISTANCE OF 51.54 FEET; THENCE NORTH 73 DEGREES 54 MINUTES 02 
SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID CENTER LINE, A DIST ANGE OF 785.94 FEET; THENCE NORTH 
57 DEGREES 52 MINUTES 02 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID CENTER LINE, A DISTANCE OF 
459.76 FEET; THENCE NORTH 46 DEGREES 37 MINUTES 32 SECONDS EAST ALONG SAID 
CENTER LINE, A DISTANCE OF 158.96 FEET TO THE EAST LINE OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 17; THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 00 SECONDS 
EAST ALONG SAID EAST LINE, A DISTANCE OF 1864.30 FEET TO THE SOUTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF SAID SECTION 17; THENCE SOUTH 01 DEGREES 12 
MINUTES 58 SECONDS EAST ALONG THE EAST LINE OF THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF 
SAID SECTION 17, A DISTANCE OF 513.64 FEET TO THE WESTERLY BANK OF THE FOX 
RIVER; THENCE SOUTH 36 DEGREES 20 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID 
WESTERLY BANK, A DISTANCE OF 227.1 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 34 DEGREE$ 34 MINUTES 02 
SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WESTERLY BANK, A DISTANCE OF 224.1 FEET; THENCE 
SOUTH 40 DEGREES 48 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WESTERLY BANK, A 
DISTANCE OF 346.69 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 35 DEGREES 57 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST 
ALONG SAID WESTERLY BANK, A DISTANCE OF 257.65 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 47 DEGREES 
35 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WESTERLY BANK, A DISTANCE OF 201.1 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH 46 DEGREES 16 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WESTERLY 
BANK, A DISTANCE OF 256.45 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 44 DEGREES 58 MINUTES 02 SECONDS 
WEST ALONG SAID WESTERLY BANK, A DISTANCE OF 415.78 FEET; THENCE SOUTH 39 
DEGREES 20 MINUTES 02 SECONDS WEST ALONG SAID WESTERLY BANK, A DISTANCE OF 
424.92 FEET TO A POINT ON A LINE DRAWN SOUTH 66 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 58 SECONDS 
EAST FROM THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE NORTH 66 DEGREES 02 MINUTES 58 
SECONDS WEST 1001.65 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING CONTAINING 118.00 ACRES 
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State of Illinois 
County of Kendall 

ALL IN THE TOWNSHIP OF FOX, KENDALL COUNTY, ILLINOIS. 

Zoning Petition 
#14-02 

WHEREAS, all procedures required by the Kendall County Zoning Ordinance were followed 
including notice for public hearing, preparation of the findings of fact in accordance with Section 
13.08.J of the Zoning Ordinance, and recommendation for approval by the Special Use Hearing 
Officer on March 3, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, the findings of fact were approved as follows: 

That the establishment, maintenance, or operation of the special use will not be detrimental to or 
endanger the public health, safety, morals, comfort, or general welfare. Dickson Valley Ministries is 
formed only for the purpose to benefit the community, and has proved to be a very safe and 
people focused organization. 

That the special use will not be substantially injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 
immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish and impair property 
values within the neighborhood. The Zoning classification of property within the general area of 
the property in question shall be considered in determining consistency with this standard. The proposed 
use shall make adequate provisions for appropriate buffers, landscaping, fencing, lighting, building 
materials, open space and other improvements necessary to insure that the proposed use does not 
adversely impact adjacent uses and is compatible with the su"ounding area and/or the County as a 
whole. Dickson Valley has had great relationships with all neighbors, never causing any negative 
situations and quite often benefiting neighbors with the use of the land and resources. 

That adequate utilities, access roads and points of ingress and egress, drainage, and/or other 
necessary facilities have been or are being provided. Of the 160 acres of mostly wooded land, only 
about 25% has been developed, leaving a lot of great natural resources. The township road has 
been updated and has always proved adequate for our traffic and still is a seldom traveled road. 

That the special use shall in all other respects conform to the applicable regulations of the district in 
which it is located, except as such regulations may in each instance be modified by the County Board 
pursuant to the recommendation of the Hearing Officer. Dickson Valley has had 30+ years in the 
county with no problems in following regulations. 

That the special use is consistent with the purpose and objectives of the Land Resource Management Plan and 
other adopted County or municipal plans and policies. Dickson Valley has worked with many local 
agencies on resource management and other plans and continues to follow through and work 
within them. 

WHEREAS, the Kendall County Board has considered the findings and recommendation of the 
Hearing Officer and finds that said petition is in conformance with the provisions and intent of 
the Kendall County Zoning Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, this special use shall be treated as a covenant running with the land and is binding on 
the successors, heirs, and assigns of the property owner as to the same special use conducted on 
the property; and 

NOW. THEREFORE. BE IT ORDAINED. that the Kendall County Board hereby repeals Kendall 
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County Ordinances #02-12, #00-24, #00-17 A & #83-17 in their entirety and grants approval of a 
major amendment to their existing special use zoning permit to continue operation of their camp 
and retreat center at 8250 Finnie Road in accordance to the submitted Site Plan included as 
"Exhibit A" attached hereto and incorporated herein subject to the following conditions: 

1 .  The property can be utilized all year long. 
2. At such time if the not-for-profit status is discontinued for any reason a new special use 

shall be applied for if the property is to be used for profit. 
3. The number of over-night campers shall be limited to no more than 350 at any one time. 
4. No more than 8 hook-ups for RV's. 
5. The sign shall be in conformance with the standards of sign illumination as set forth in 

the Kendall County Zoning Ordinance and can be externally lit. 

Failure to comply with the terms of this ordinance may be cited as a basis for amending or 
revoking this special use permit. 

IN WITNESS OF, this ordinance has been enacted on March 19th, 2014. 

Attest: 

Kendall County Clerk 
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EXISTING STRUCTURES: 

1. Acorn Lodge 
2. Director's Lodge 
3. Whitaker Lodge 
4. Maintenance 1 
5. Maintenance 2 
6. Chrouser Dining Hall 
7. Oulund Chalet 
8. Silver Fox Lodge 
9. Dickson Dorm 
11. Picnic Pavilion 
12 2 Camper Cabins 
1:3 Sports Center 

DEVELOPMENT PLANS: 

A. Remote Rustic Camp 
(no structures) 

B Remote Camp Parkang 
G. 2 Year-Round Lodges 
D Chapel Pavilion 
E. New Road 
F Day Camp Parking 
G.4 Camper Cabins 

4se·ason 
H Day Camp Restrooms & 

Pavilion 
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Did'keon Valle,,,.Camp &,R.et.reat Center 
826CtFini'iie;i·li:d, Newark, IL '30541 
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